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Botanical designation: Hibiscus syriacus.
Cultivar denomination; ‘1LVO347°.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Hibiscus plant, botanically known as Hibiscus syriacus,
commercially known as Rose-of-Sharon or Althea, and
hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name ‘ILVO347°.

The new Hibiscus plant 1s a product of a planned breeding
program conducted by the Inventor 1n Melle, Belgium. The
objective of the breeding program was to develop new
sterile Hibiscus plants with uniform plant habit and unique
flower coloration.

The new Hibiscus plant originated from a cross-pollina-
tion 1n 2000 of an unnamed proprietary selection of Hibiscus
syriacus, not patented, as the female, or seed, parent with
Hibiscus syriacus ‘Red Heart’, not patented, as the male, or
pollen, parent. The new Hibiscus plant was discovered and
selected by the Inventor 1n 2003 as a flowering plant within
the progeny of the stated cross-pollination 1n a controlled
environment 1n Melle, Belgium.

Asexual reproduction of the new Hibiscus plant by soft-
wood cuttings 1n a controlled greenhouse environment in
Melle, Belgium since 2003 has shown that the unique
teatures of this new Hibiscus plant are stable and reproduced
true to type 1n successive generations ol asexual reproduc-
tion.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new Hibiscus have not been observed under
all possible combinations of environmental conditions and
cultural practices. The phenotype may vary somewhat with
variations 1n environmental conditions such as temperature
and light intensity without, however, any variance 1n geno-
type.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of
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‘ILVO347°. These characteristics in combination distinguish
‘ILVO3477’ as a new and distinct Hibiscus plant:

1. Upright and outwardly spreading plant habat.

2. Vigorous growth habat.

3. Freely branching habat.

4. Freely flowering habit.

5. Large sterile orchid pink-colored flowers with dark

red-colored centers.

6. Good garden performance.

Plants of the new Hibiscus can be compared to plants of
the female parent selection. Plants of the new Hibiscus difler
primarily from plants of the female parent selection in
flower color as plants of the female parent selection have
white-colored flowers.

Plants of the new Hibiscus can be compared to plants of
the male parent, ‘Red Heart’. Plants of the new Hibiscus
differ primarily from plants of ‘Red Heart’ in flower color as
plants of ‘Red Heart” have white-colored flowers with red-
colored centers. In addition, flowers of plants of the new
Hibiscus are sterile whereas tlowers of plants of ‘Red Heart’
are fertile and produce seeds.

Plants of the new Hibiscus can also be compared to plants
of the Hibiscus syriacus ‘Minrosa’, disclosed 1n U.S. Plant
patent application Ser. No. 09/642,98°7 (abandoned). In
side-by-side comparisons conducted i Melle, Belgium,
plants of the new Hibiscus diflered primarily from plants of
‘Minrosa’ in flower color as plants of ‘Minrosa’ had pink-
colored flowers with red-colored centers. In addition, flow-

ers of plants of the new Hibiscus were sterile whereas
flowers of plants of ‘Minrosa’ were fertile and produced
seeds.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Hibiscus plant showing the
colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
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differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Hibiscus plant.

The photograph on the first sheet 1s a side perspective
view of a typical flowering plant of ‘ILVO347” grown 1n a
container.

The photograph on the second sheet 1s a side perspective
view ol a typical tlowering plant of ‘ILVO347’ grown 1n a
ground bed.

The photograph on the third sheet 1s a close-up view of a
typical open flower and flower buds of ‘ILVO347°.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The aforementioned photographs and following observa-
tions, measurements and values describe plants grown in
one-gallon containers and 1n ground beds 1n Grand Haven,
Mich. during the summer 1n a polypropylene-covered sha-
dehouse and under cultural practices typical of commercial
Hibiscus production. During the production of the plants,
day temperatures ranged from 18° C. to 27° C. and night
temperatures ranged from ranged from 3° C. to 10° C. Plants
were one year old when the description was taken. In the
description, color references are made to The Royal Horti-
cultural Society Colour Chart, 1995 Edition, except where
general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
Botanical classification: Hibiscus syriacus ‘11L.VO347°.
Parentage:

Female, or seed, parent.—Unnamed proprietary selec-
tion of Hibiscus syriacus, not patented.

Male, or pollen, parent.—Hibiscus syriacus ‘Red
Heart’, not patented.

Propagation:

Tvpe —By softwood cuttings.

lime to initiate roots, summer.—About 20 days at
temperatures about 25° C.

lime to produce a vooted young plant, summer.—
About three months at temperatures about 25° C.

Root description.—Fine to thick; fibrous.

Rooting habit—Freely branching; dense.

Plant description:

Plant and growth habit—Perennmial shrub; upright and
outwardly spreading plant habit; vigorous growth
habit.

Branching habit—Freely branching habit with typi-
cally five primary and numerous secondary lateral
branches developing per plant; pinching enhances
lateral branch development.

Plant height.—About 70 cm.

Plant diameter (area of spread).—About 76.5 cm.

Lateral branch description:

Length —About 20 cm.

Diameter.—About 3 mm.

Internode length.—About 3.5 cm.

Aspect—About 25° to 50° from vertical.

Strength.—Strong, rigid.

lexture, immature.—Pubescent.

lexture, mature.—Woody.

Color. immature.—Close to 148B.

Color. mature—Close to 197B.

Leal description:

Arrangement.—Mostly alternate, simple.
Length—About 11.1 cm.
Width.—About 6.1 cm.

Shape.—Ovate.
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Apex.—Acute.
Base—Cuneate.

Margin.—Crenate; lobed.

lexture, upper surface—Smooth, glabrous; waxy.

lexture, lower surface.—Slightly pubescent; waxy.

Venation pattern.—Palmate.

Color.—Developing leaves, upper surface: Close to
141A. Developing leaves, lower surface: Close to
143A. Fully expanded leaves, upper surface: Close
to 139A; venation, close to 137C. Fully expanded
leaves, lower surface: Close to 137B; venation, close
to 146C.

Petioles.—ILength: About 2.7 cm. Diameter: About 3
mm. Texture, upper surface: Pubescent. Texture,
lower surface: Smooth, glabrous. Color, upper and
lower surfaces: Close to 138A.

Flower description:

Flower appearance and arrangement.—Large single
rotate flowers; flowers, terminal and axillary; freely
flowering habit with usually about 13 flowers devel-
oping per lateral branch; flowers face upright to
mostly outwardly.

Flower longevity.—Flowers last about two to three
days on the plant; tlowers not persistent.

Natural flowering season.—Plants typically flower
during the mid to late summer 1n Michigan.

Fragrance.—None detected.

Flower diameter.—About 8.1 cm.

Flower length (height)—About 7 cm.

Flower buds.—1ength: About 1 cm. Diameter: About 1
cm. Shape: Ovoid. Color: Close to 138B.

Petals.—Arrangement and quantity: Single whorl of
five petals; petals slightly imbricate. Length: About
6.5 cm. Width: About 2.8 cm. Shape: Obovate. Apex:

Broadly obtuse, rounded. Base: Cuneate. Margin:

Entire; sinuate. Texture, upper and lower surfaces:
Smooth, glabrous; silky. Color: When opening,
upper surface: Close to 76B; center and towards the
base, close to S9A. When opening, lower surface:
Close to 75C; center shightly tinted with close to
61A. Fully opened, upper surface: Close to between
76 A and 95D, center and towards the base, close to
S9A; venation, similar to petal surface colors; colors
do not fade with development. Fully opened, lower
surface: Close to between 76B and 935D; center and
towards the base, close to 59A; venation, similar to
petal surface colors; colors do not fade with devel-
opment.

Sepals.—Arrangement and quantity: Six to seven 1n a
single whorl. Length: About 2.1 cm. Width: About 2
cm. Shape: Narrowly deltoid. Apex: Narrowly acute.
Base: Truncate. Margin: Entire. Texture, upper sur-
tace: Slightly pubescent. Texture, lower surface:
Smooth, glabrous. Color, immature and mature,
upper surface: Close to 139A. Color, immature and
mature, lower surface: Close to 137A.

Peduncles.—1 ength: About 2.7 cm. Diameter: About 3
mm. Aspect: Erect to about 50° from the stem axis.
Strength: Strong, flexible. Texture: Slightly pubes-
cent. Color: Close to 141B.

Reproductive organs.—Androecium: Quantity of sta-
mens per flower: About 40. Filament length: About
3 mm. Filament color: Close to 155C. Anther shape:
Globular. Anther length: About 2 mm. Anther color:
Close to 155C. Amount of pollen: Abundant. Pollen
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color: Close to 10D. Gynoecium: Quantity of pistils Garden performance: Plants of the new Hibiscus have been
observed to have good garden performance and to tolerate

1 : One. Pistil length: About 4.9 cm. Styl
pEb FOWER. e HISTL S o il ST rain, wind, drought and temperatures ranging from about

length: About 4.5 cm. Style color: Close to 155C. _720 C to about 43° C.
Stigma appearance: Five-parted, globular. Stigma 5 Pathogen & pest resistance: Plants of the new Hibiscus have
color: Close to 155C. Ovary color: Close to 155C not been shown to be resistant to pathogens and pests
L common to Hibiscus plants.
overlain with close to 145A and 143B. Tt is claimed:
Seeds and fruits.—Flowers of plants of the new Hibis- 1. A new and distinct Hibiscus plant named ‘IL.VO347” as
cus are sterile and seed and fruit development have llustrated and described.

: 10
not been observed. % % % % %
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