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Botanical designation: Campanula glomerata.
Cultivar denomination: ‘CHICO MERANO’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct Cam-
panula plant, botanically known as Campanula glomerata

and heremafter referred to by the cultivar name ‘Chico
Merano’.

The new Campanula plant 1s a product of a planned breed-
ing program conducted by the Inventor in Oude-Wetering,
The Netherlands. The objective of the breeding program 1s to
create new Ireely-flowering Campanula plants that flower for
a long period of time.

The new Campanula plant originated from an open-polli-
nation during the summer of 2006 of an unnamed selection of
Campanula glomerata, not patented, as the female, or seed,
parent with an unknown selection of Campanula glomerata,
as the male, or pollen, parent. The new Campanula plant was
discovered and selected by the Inventor as a single tlowering
plant from within the progeny of the stated open-pollination
grown 1n a controlled environment in Oude-Wetering, The
Netherlands during the summer of 2007.

Asexual reproduction of the new Campanula plant by divi-
s1ons a controlled environment 1n Oude-Wetering, The Neth-
erlands, since August, 2009, has shown that the unique fea-
tures of the new Campanula plant are stable and reproduced
true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new Campanula plant have not been observed
under all possible combinations of environmental conditions
and cultural practices. The phenotype may vary somewhat
with variations 1n environmental conditions such as tempera-
ture and light intensity without, however, any variance in
genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are
determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Chico
Merano’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘Chico Merano’ as a new and distinct Campanula plant:
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1. Compact and broadly upright plant habat.
. Basal branching habat.

. Freely flowering habit.

. Purple violet-colored tlowers.

5. Long flowering period.

Plants of the new Campanula differ from plants of the
female parent selection primarily 1n plant size and flower
color.

Plants of the new Campanula can be compared to plants of
Campanula ‘Blue Ocean’, not patented. In side-by-side com-
parisons conducted by the Inventor in Oude-Wetering, The
Netherlands, plants of the new Campanula dittered primarily
from plants of ‘Blue Ocean’ 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Campanula were more compact than

plants of ‘Blue Ocean’.

2. Plants of the new Campanula had stronger stems than

plants of ‘Blue Ocean’.

3. Plants of the new Campanula were more freely branch-

ing than plants of ‘Blue Ocean’.

4. Plants of the new Campanula had darker-colored flowers

than plants of ‘Blue Ocean’.

Plants of the new Campanula can also be compared to
plants of Campanula ‘Blue Bird’, not patented. In side-by-
side comparisons conducted by the Inventor 1n Oude-Weter-
ing, The Netherlands, plants of the new Campanula ditlfered
primarily from plants of ‘Blue Bird’ in the following charac-
teristics:

1. Plants of the new Campanula were more compact than

plants of ‘Blue Bird’.

2. Plants of the new Campanula had stronger stems than

plants of ‘Blue Bird’.

3. Plants of the new Campanula were more freely branch-

ing than plants of ‘Blue Bird’.

4. Plants of the new Campanula had darker-colored flowers

than plants of ‘Blue Bird’.

SLNRYS BN\

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance of the new Campanula plant showing the
colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored
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reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the actual
colors of the new Campanula plant.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side perspec-
tive view ol a typical flowering plant of ‘Chico Merano’
grown 1n a container.

The photograph on the second sheet 1s a close-up view of a
flowering stem of ‘Chico Merano’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

Plants used for the aforementioned photographs and fol-
lowing description were grown i 29-cm containers during
the spring and early summer 1n a glass-covered greenhouse in
Oude-Wetering, The Netherlands and under cultural practices
typical ol commercial Campanula production. During the

production of the plants, day temperatures ranged from 15° C.
to 25° C. and night temperatures ranged from 5° C. to 16° C.
Plants were two years old when the photographs and descrip-
tion were taken. In the following description, color references
are made to The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart,
2007 Edition, except where general terms of ordinary dictio-
nary significance are used.
Botanical classification: Campanula glomerata
Merano’.

Parentage:

Female parent—Unnamed selection of Campanula

glomerata, not patented.

‘Chico

Male pavent.—Unknown selection of Campanula glom-
erata, not patented.
Propagation:

1Tvpe —By divisions.

Root description.—Medium 1n thickness, fibrous; white
in color.

Rooting habit.—Freely branching; medium density.

Plant description:

Plant and growth habit—Herbaceous perennial; com-
pact and broadly upright plant form; inverted triangle;
low vigor to moderately vigorous growth habit; cam-
panulate flowers arranged in terminal and axillary

clusters.
Plant height.—About 37.4 cm.

Plant width.—About 51.5 cm.

Branch description.—Branching habit: Freely branch-
ing habit with about five primary branches developing
per plant. Length: About 35.3 cm. Diameter: About 7
mm. Internode length: About 1.4 cm. Strength:
Strong. Aspect: Upright to about 30° from vertical.
Texture: Densely pubescent. Color: Close to 144 A to
144B strongly tinged with close to 184 A to 184D.

Leaf description:

Arrangement.—Alternate, simple.
Length —About 8.6 cm.

Width.—About 3.9 cm.

Shape.—QOvate.

Apex—Acute.

Base —Truncate or cordate.

Margin—Finely serrate.

lexture, upper and lower surfaces.—Moderately rug-
ose, rough; moderately pubescent.

Venation pattern.—Pinnate.

Color.—Developing leaves, upper surface: Close to
between 143A and 144A. Developing leaves, lower
surface: Close to 143C. Fully expanded leaves, upper
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surtface: Closeto 137B; venation, close to 144D. Fully
expanded leaves, lower surface: Close to 138B; vena-
tion, close to 144B.

Petioles.—Stem leaves are sessile; basal leaves are peti-
olate. Length: About 13.3 cm. Diameter: About 3 mm
by 3 mm. Color, upper and lower surfaces: Close to
144B; proximally tinged with close to 182B to 182C;
margins, close to 144A.

Flower description:

Flower arrangement and flowering habit.—Single cam-
panulate tlowers arranged in terminal and axillary
clusters; tlowers face mostly upright to slightly out-
wardly; freely flowering habit with about 25 flowers
developing 1n terminal clusters and about six flowers
developing 1n axillary clusters.

Natural flowering season.—Plants begin flowering
about nine months after planting; relatively long flow-
ering period, plants flower continuously from maid-
June to early August 1n The Netherlands.

Flower longevity on the plant.—Aboutten days; flowers
persistent.

Fragrance.—None detected.

Flower buds —Length: About 2.5 cm. Diameter: About
1.4 cm. Shape: Narrowly oblong. Color: Close to
between N77A and N77B.

Flower cluster height—About 5.3 cm.

Flower cluster diameter.—About 8.5 cm.

Flower diameter.—About 3.6 cm.

Flower depth (height).—About 3.5 cm.

Petals.—Arrangement: Five 1 a single whorl; fused.
Length: About 3.4 cm. Width: About 8 mm. Shape:
Narrowly oblong. Apex: Acute. Margin: Entire. Tex-
ture, upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous.
Color: When opening and fully opened, upper sur-
face: Close to N82A ; color does not fade with devel-
opment. When opened and fully opened, lower sur-
face: Close to between N82 A and 83C:; color does not
fade with development.

Sepals.—Arrangement: Five 1n a single whorl; fused.

Length: About 1.4 cm. Width: About 3 mm. Shape:

Lanceolate. Apex: Narrowly acute. Margin: Enftire.
Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Densely pubes-
cent. Color: When opening and fully opened, upper
surtface: Close to 137C to 137D; towards the apex,
close to 147A. When opening and fully opened, lower
surtace: Close to 137D; towards the apex, close to
147A.

Peduncles.—ILength: About 6 mm. Diameter: About 5
mm. Aspect, flowers 1 terminal clusters: Mostly
upright. Aspect, tlowers 1n axillary clusters: About
30° from branch. Strength: Strong. Texture: Smooth,
glabrous. Color: Close to 144A to 144B strongly
tinged with close to 184 A to 184D.

Reproductive organs.—Stamens: Quantity per flower:
Si1x. Filament length: About 3 mm. Filament color:
Close to NN1355C. Anther shape: Lanceolate. Anther
length: About 6 mm. Anther color: Close to 11A.
Pollen amount: Scarce. Pollen color: Close to 4D.
Pistils: Quantity per flower: One. Pistil length: About
1.7 cm. Stigma shape: Three-parted, decurrent.
Stigma color: Close to 182B. Style length: About 1.5
cm. Style color: Close to N82D. Ovary color: Close to
145B to 145C.

Seeds and fruits.—Seed and fruit production has not
been observed on plants of the new Campanula.
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Disease & pest resistance: Plants of the new Campanula have It 1s claimed:
not been noted to be resistant to pathogens and pests com-
mon to Campanula plants. 1. A new and distinct Campanula plant named ‘Chico

Garden performance: Plants of the new Campanula have | |
exhibited good tolerance to rain and wind, to tolerate high 5 Merano’ as illustrated and described.

temperatures about 35° C. and to be hardy to USDA Har-
diness Zones 3. I
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