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Botanical classification: Perovskia atriplicifolia.
Varietal denomination: cv. Novaperlac.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Perovskia atriplicifolia 1s an ornamental herbaceous peren-
nial plant commonly known as Russian Sage.

The new plant of the present mmvention was derived by
induced mutagenesis from a plant of the species Perovskia
atriplicifolia (unnamed and non-patented). More specifically,
on Oct. 26, 2006 tissue cultured shoots were subjected to
gamma irradiation to yield a diverse population of plants that
included many mutations which differed widely from each
other. The wrradiated shoots were rooted during July 2007,
were transierred to soil, and were acclimatized during Sep-
tember 2007. The resulting plants were transierred to one-
gallon containers 1n the spring of 2008, and were studied 1n
detail at West Grove, Pa., U.S. A, for the possible presence of
a novel attractive phenotype. A single plant of the present
invention was selected and was preserved 1 view of 1ts
unique combination of attractive phenotypic characteristics.
Had this plant not been created, identified and preserved 1t
would have been lost to mankind.

It was found that the new Perovskia plant of the present
invention displays the following combination of characteris-
tics:

(a) exhibits a dense substantially upright growth habit,

(b) exhibits sturdy branching,

(c) displays finely-textured foliage,

(d) forms 1n abundance attractive purple blossoms, and

(e) 1s well suited for providing attractive ornamentation 1n
the landscape.
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During observations to date, the plant has been found to be
hardy in U.S.D.A. Hardiness Zone No. 6. No further defini-

tive hardiness information has been obtained.

The new cultivar well meets the needs of the horticultural
industry and can be grown to advantage as a perennial garden
plant to provide distinctive ornamentation. For instance, 1t
can be grown 1n parks, gardens and residential settings.

Plants of the new cultivar 1n view of its combination of
phenotypic characteristics can be readily distinguished from
other Perovskia plants of the species, including 1ts parent.
More specifically, the new cultivar 1s significantly shorter
than the parent plant, being about half the height of the Per-
ovskia atriplicifolia (unnamed and non-patented) parent plant
when grown 1n West Grove, Pa., U.S.A. Further, when com-
pared to the ‘Lisslitt” cultivar (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 20,8435) in
a side-by-side comparison at West Grove, Pa., U.S.A., the
new cultivar was found to exhibit sturdier stems and a more
upright growth habat.

The rooting of terminal cuttings has been used to asexually
propagate the new cultivar at West Grove, Pa., U.S A, It has
been found that the characteristics of the new cultivar are
stable and are reliably transmitted from one generation to
another. Accordingly, the new cultivar can be asexually repro-
duced 1n a true-to-type manner.

The new cultivar of the present invention has been named
‘Novaperlac’, and will be marketed under the LITTLE LACE

Trademark.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographs illustrate the new cultivar
in color as nearly true as 1t 1s reasonably possible make the
same 1n color illustrations of this nature. The plants were
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approximately one year of age and were being grown out-
doors 1n full sun during July 2013 on their own roots at West
Grove, Pa., U.S.A.

FIG. 1 illustrates specimens of typical mature flowering
plants of the new cultivar at the leit. The typical dense upright
compact growth habit 1s shown. At the right 1s shown typical
plants of ‘Lisslitt’ cultivar. Such ‘Lisslitt’ plants are shown to
display less sturdy and less upright stems.

FI1G. 2 illustrates another view of a typical flowering plant
of the new cultivar.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description while observing,
two-year-old plants of the new cultivar that were produced by
the rooting of cuttings. Such plants were being grown in
one-gallon containers under greenhouse conditions at West
Grove, Pa., U.S.A. The chart used 1n the identification of color
1s The R.H.S. Colour Chart (1995 Edition or equivalent) of
The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England. Common
color terms are to be accorded their customary dictionary

significance.
Botanical classification: Perovskia atriplicifolia, cv.
Novaperlac.
Parent.—Mutation of a common plant of Perovskia atvi-
plicifolia.
Plant type—Herbaceous perennial.
Plant:

Growth habit.—Dense substantially upright compact.

Height— Approximately 30 to 35 cm on average when
grown 11 a containetr.

Spread —Approximately 30 to 35 cm on average when
grown 1n a container.

Branch length.—Commonly approximately 30 cm on
average.

Stem diameter—Commonly approximately 3 mm on
average.

Stem color.—Near Green Group 138C.

Stem texture.—Covered with somewhat stellate hairs.

Stem guantity.—Commonly approximately 17 stems
per branch on average.

Internode length.—Commonly approximately 2 cm.

Roots.—Fibrous network, with the rooting of cuttings
commonly commencing in approximately 21 days on
average, and a fully rooted plant commonly being
produced 1n approximately 46 days on average.

Foliage:

Arrangement.—Opposite.

Shape.—Elliptic to broadly lanceolate.

Apex—Acute.

Base.—Cuneate.

Length —Commonly approximately 4.2 cm on average.

Width.—Commonly approximately 1.7 cm on average.

Aspect—Commonly approximately 45 degrees.

lexture.—QGlabrous.

Leaf quantity.—Commonly approximately 30 leaves
per branch on average.

Color (young)—On the upper surtace near Green
Group 137D, and on the lower surface near Green

Group 138A.

Color (mature)—On the upper surface near Green
Group 137A, and on the lower surface near Green

Group 137C.
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Margins.—Deeply and 1rregularly dissected with some
dissections having multiple lobes measuring near 1
mm on average.

Venation—Near Green Group 138A on the upper sur-
face, and near Green Group 1388 on the under sur-
face.

Petiole—Commonly approximately 5 mm 1n length on
average, approximately 1 mm in diameter on average,
and near Green Group 137A 1n coloration on the
upper surface and near Green Group 139C on the
under surface.

Intlorescence:

Flowering season.—IJuly through September with sub-
stantially continuous flowering primarily 1n August
and September.

Tvpe —Commonly six-tlowered vertillicasters arranged
on terminal racemes, sessile.

Buds—Ovoid, approximately 5 mm in length just
belore opening, approximately 2 mm in diameter, and
near Violet-Blue Group 93B 1n coloration.

Quantity—Very Iree-flowering, commonly with
approximately 80 flowers per raceme during observa-
tions to date.

Corolla shape.—Bilabiate, tubular/campanulate, with
upper lip four-toothed, and lower lip entire.

Flower diameter—Approximately 8 mm on average.

Flower depth.—The tube length commonly 1s approxi-
mately 2 mm on average.

Petal length —Approximately 3 mm on average.

Petal width.—Approximately 8 mm on average for the
upper lip, and approximately 3 mm on average for the
lower lip.

Petal apex—Rounded.

Petal margin—Entire.

Petal texture—Glabrous.

Petal color.—When opening: the upper surface 1s near
Violet-Blue Group 93C, and the lower surface 1s near
Violet-Blue Group 94C. When open: the upper sur-
face 1s near Violet-Blue Group 94B, and the lower
surface 1s near Violet-Blue Group 93D.

Sepal number.—F1ve, fused at base.

Sepal shape —FElliptic, tubular, campanulate.

Sepal length— Approximately 5 mm on average.

Sepal diameter.—Approximately 3 mm on average.

Sepal apex.—Lanceolate.

Sepal margin—Entire.

Sepal texture —Commonly covered with short pubes-
cence.

Sepal color.—Near Green Group 138B.

Stamen number —1Iwo.

Anther shape.—QOvoid.

Anther size.—Approximately 1 mm on average.

Anther color—Near Violet Group 86D.

Pollen.—Present 1n a moderate quantity, and near Yel-
low-White Group 158D 1n coloration.

Pistil length—Approximately 1.3 cm on average.

Style length.—Approximately 1 cm on average.

Style color.—Top portion 1s near Violet-Blue Group
92A, and the bottom portion 1s near White Group
155D.

Stigma color.—Near Violet-Blue Group 90D.

Ovary color—Near Yellow-Green Group 144B.

Seeds.—No seed production has been observed to date.

Fragrance.—None observed.
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Disease resistance: Believed to be typical to that of the spe- (a) exhibits a dense substantially upright growth habit,
cies during observations to date. (b) ex
Plants of the ‘Novaperlac’ cultivar have not been observed

under all possible environmental conditions to date. Accord-

n1bits sturdy branching,
(¢) displays finely-textured foliage,

ingly, 1t 1s possible that the phenotypic expression may vary 5 (d) forms 1n abundance attractive purple blossoms, and
somewhat with changes in light intensity and duration, cul- () 1s well suited for providing attractive ornamentation in
tural practices, and other environmental conditions. the landscape:;

I claim:

bstantiall /lustrated and described.
1. A new and distinct Perovskia atriplicifolia plant having SUDSTAIHATLY €5 1TUSHATCE dli GESEHDE

the following combination of characteristics: 10 k% ok k%
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