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Botanical classification: Phlox paniculata.
Cultivar designation: ‘Blind Lion’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Phlox plant, botanically known as Phlox paniculata ‘Blind
Lion” and will be referred to hereafter by 1ts cultivar name,
‘Blind Lion’. The new cultivar represents a new herbaceous
perennial grown for landscape use.

The Inventor discovered the new cultivar as a naturally
occurring whole plant mutation 1n a trial plot in Horst, The
Netherlands in June of 2011. There trial plot contained
numerous named cultivars and unnamed plants of Phlox pan-
iculata and therefore the parentage 1s unknown.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-

plished by stem cuttings in Horst, The Netherlands in the
spring of 2012 by the Inventor. Asexual propagation by stem
cuttings and tissue culture has determined that the character-
1stics of the new cultivar are stable and are reproduced true to
type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes in combination distinguish ‘Blind Lion’ from other
varieties ol Phlox.

1. ‘Blind Lion’ exhibits a compact, upright plant habat.

2. ‘Blind Lion’ exhibits flowers that remain 1n the bud stage
and are dark purple 1n color surrounded by dark purple
bracts.

‘Blind Lion’1s aumque Phlox paniculata cultivar in having

flowers that remain 1n the bud stage. There are no other
cultivars of Phlox paniculata known to the Inventor with this

characteristic. ‘Blind Lion’ can be compared to the Phlox
cultivars ‘Barfourteen” (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 12,605) and

‘Purple Kiss” (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 19,514). ‘Barfourteen’ 1s
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similar to ‘Blind Lion’ in having a compact plant habit (up to
45 c¢cm 1n height) and 1n having tlowers that are dark purple 1n
color. ‘Barfourteen’ differs from ‘Blind Lion’ 1n having tlow-
ers that open and 1n having flowers with a fragrance. ‘Purple
Kiss’ 1s stmilar to ‘Blind Lion’ 1n having a compact plant habit
(up to 45 c¢cm 1n height) and 1n having flowers that are dark
purple in color. ‘Purple Kiss’ differs from ‘Blind Lion’ in
having flowers that open, 1n having tlowers with a pure white
eye and 1n having flowers with a fragrance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new Phlox.
The photographs were taken of a one year-old plant of ‘Blind
Lion’ as field grown outdoors 1n Horst, The Netherlands and
placed 1n a 1-gallon container for the photographs.

The photograph in FIG. 1 provides a side-view of a plant of
‘Blind Lion’ 1n bloom.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of an
inflorescence of ‘Blind Lion’ showing unopened flowers.

The photograph in FIG. 3 provides a close-up view of a leat
of ‘Blind Lion’.

The colors 1n the photographs may differ slightly from the
color values cited 1n the detailed botanical description, which
accurately describe the colors of the new Phlox.

.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE
PLANT

The following 1s a detailed description of one year-old
plants of the new cultivar as grown outdoors 1n a trial plot in
Horst, The Netherlands. The phenotype of the new cultivar
may vary with variations 1n environmental, climatic, and cul-
tural conditions, as 1t has not been tested under all possible

environmental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n
accordance with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal
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Leaf size—An average of 8.4 cm 1n length and 2.8 cm 1n
width.
Leaf quantity.—An average of 16 (8 pairs) per stem.

Horticultural Society, London, England, except where gen-
eral color terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
General description:

Blooming period —IJuly to October (6 to 8 weeks) 1n the
Netherlands.

Plant habit—Herbaceous perennial, compact, upright.

Height and spread.—An average of 38.7 cm 1n height
and 25.8 cm spread.

Cold hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zone 6.

strongly suffused with N186A to N186B, lower sur-
face newly formed; a blend between 144 A and 146B,
upper surface mature; 1478, lower surface mature;

144B.

Leaf fragrance.—None.

Petioles.—V-shaped, an average o1 3 mm 1n width and 2
mm 1n length, upper surface; 144 A strongly suttused
with N186C and lower surface; 144C, surface 1s gla-
brous.

Flower description:

Inflorescence type—Compound terminal panicle of

Diseases and pests —No susceptibility or resistance to 1 flower buds surrounded by showy bracts.
diseases or pests has been observed. Lastingness of inflorescence—Up to 8 weeks.
Root description.—Fine and fibrous. Inﬁoifscence 'Sf?.—All average of 19.2 cm 1n height
Growth rate —Moderate. and 12 cm 1n diameter.
Propagation.—Stem cuttings and tissue culture tlower fragrance.—None.
Stem dein%)tion'. . | 1> Flower number —An average of 300 per inflorescence,
Stem size—Main stems; an average of 11.9 cm in length - one inflor escen{:le Pell'l stem. ;
and 5 mm in diameter, lateral stems; 19.4 cm in length FZOWE‘V gsg_; ect A—n pright to fo;twar 1. Fath and |
d 3 1 diameter. ower bud.—An average of 3 mm 1n length and 1 mm
Sr;nl/: Ska?;njl[{oliﬁeegr in width, narrow obovate in shape, 144B 1in color
Stem Sm;..ﬂg}h —Strong .and sturdy <0 strongly suffused with N186C and 200A.
Stem color—144C suffused with N186A and N186C to Flower f o —Numerous _bl’aﬁts ];Wgh no reprgdclllctwe
187A at the nodes. organs, Howers remain i the bud stage and do not
Stem surface.—Glabrous, moderately glossy. Op¢ell. o
Stem aspect—Main stems held at an average angle of . Br ?Iffﬁa—ﬂ I‘El“;f;ie zi? 5511;]1;?‘;1 Tflallllptllf 2311118121(:1161?1113;[5
15° to vertical, lateral stems held at an average angle _ dthp " | 2 t tgt b! _ w
£20° t i stems. width, narrowly acute apex, cuneate base, immature
[nf(:?rnodg ?@I::ga;]? ia ;11118 average of 3.3 cm and mature surface color; 203 A with very lightly sui-
Branching habit—TFlowering stems emerge from base, ?used with N186A, glabrous, moderately glossy sur-
£1 main st lant - ace.
zﬁcia zefai%fa? bmgﬁll;lss =i PR DRI ORE SRR IR SR 30 Sepals.—An average of 5, narrow elliptic to lanceolate
Foliage description: | in shape, an average of 3 mm 1n length and 1 mm 1n
Lea{ Shafae.—Narrowly obovate to narrowly elliptic and ::rdfta%eazitli ipgi’({)%ilﬂ;itg Eii? Eﬁﬁfﬁﬂgﬁﬁi
t te. ; 1
L;flil;vgfzirmas?mple N186A, glabrous, moderately glossy surface.
Leaf base —Truncate | 3 Petals —Not described as the tlowers do not open.
Leafapex‘— Acute | Peduncles—Strong, primary; an average of 18 cm 1n
Leaf venation—Pinnate, not conspicuous, 144C on gangth.anﬁl?).gSt linm :111 ‘gldth: S_eCOI}g?ﬁy , an avemg}f ‘«fg
f d1 face. cm 1n length an mm 1in width, primary; he
LeZﬁ’ize; :gl;; Safgﬁﬁrs Zf; iszoalflie upright, secondary; held at an average angle of 45° to
meaﬁachmém __Petiolate | 40 the primary, both primary and secondary; 146B and
' . strongly suffused with N186C and 200A 1n color, and
Leaf arrangement.—QOpposite. L "
: abrous surface.
Leaf surface. —labrous, upper surface; slightly glossy. Reimducﬁve organs.—No reproductive organs were
lower surface; dull. S
Leaf color—Upper surface newly formed; 146A and formed; the flowers do not open.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Pilox plant named ‘Blind
[.ion’ as herein illustrated and described.
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