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[Latin name: Gaura lindheimeri.
Varietal denomination: Mr. Liko.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The plant family Onagraceae contains several genera of
plants that have value as ormnamental tlowering perennials
including Fuchsia, Oenothera and Gaura. The genus Gaura
garnered little attention as a plant useful for ornamental hor-
ticulture until the 1980°s. In 1994 the first of many selections
of Gaura lindheimeri appeared in commerce. Since then
many cultivars have been created, and this plant 1s now a
common landscape plant throughout much of the world with
moderate-warm climates. Many of the current cultivars
become leggy and floppy with age, becoming less attractive
and requiring pruning to maintain a tidy form.

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Gaura lindheimeri. This new cultivar originated 1n a cul-
tivated area of a commercial nursery near Tucson, Ariz. as a
bud sport of the unpatented cultivar ‘Pink Cloud’. The new
cultivar exhibits strongly shrubby tendencies as well as hav-
ing light pink flowers and increased tloriferousness and 1s the
object of this application.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Among the features that distinguish the new cultivar from
all other available and commercial varieties of Gaura lindhe-
imeri known to the inventor are the following combination of
characteristics: compact, shrubby growth form, light pink
flowers, long flowering period, and heavy bloom production.
Gaura lindheimeri ‘Mr. Liko” will be used as a flowering
ornamental both 1n the landscape and in containers.

The propagation procedure is as follows: Two and one half
to three inch long stem cuttings are prepared containing 3-4
nodes. Leaves are removed from the basal node. Stems are
immersed i DIP’N GROW™_ a liquid, auxin based rooting
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hormone solution, then planted 1n rooting media and placed
into a mist propagation greenhouse with 63° F. minimum
bottom heat and 85-95% relative humidity. Cuttings are
rooted 1n about 3 weeks.

The foregoing characteristics and distinctions come true to
form and are established and transmitted through succeeding
propagations. The present invention has not been evaluated
under all possible environmental conditions, such that the
phenotype may vary with variations 1n environment without a
change 1n the genotype of the plant.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying photographs illustrate Gaura lindhe-
imeri ‘Mr. Liko” growing near Tucson, Ariz., depicted in color
as nearly correct as it 1s possible to make 1n a color illustration
of the character.

FI1G. 1 shows Gaura lindheimeri ‘Mr. Liko’ plant.

FIG. 2 1s a closeup of a tlower of ‘Mr. Liko’.

FIG. 3 shows a growout of plants from cuttings of ‘Mr.
L1ko’ in bloom, demonstrating the stability the variety.

DETAILED PLANT DESRIPTION

The following plant measurements were taken from a con-
tainer grown specimen. The color descriptions are based upon
the 57 edition R.H.S. Colour Chart. Color names other than
common usage are as listed in COLOR Universal Language
and Dictionary of Names, by Kenneth L. Kelly and Deane B.
Judd; National Bureau of Standards special publication 440.
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Commerce, National
Bureau of Standards, December 1976.

Gaura lindheimeri ‘Mr. Liko’ 1s a highly branched sui-
frutescent shrub which ultimately grows to about 314 feet tall
by 34 feet wide.

Stems: 7 mm diameter at base tapering to 1 mm 1n the upper
parts of the inflorescence; older stems covered with longi-
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tudinally cracked, relatively smooth bark (165C); younger
stems sparsely puberulent (color highly variable, including
all colors from 137C to N77A, depending upon 1nsolation,
temperature and growth conditions); internode length var-
ies from near zero length 1n spurs up to 42 mm along main
axes. Branch angle varies from 40 to 60 degrees from the
main axis.

Leaves: Alternate, oblanceolate/spatulate, highly variable 1n
size from 2x7 mm to 11x535 mm, leal margin puberulous on
new leaves, becoming glabrate with age; leal margin entire
and obscurely toothed, margins flattish to somewhat down-
curved, not enrolled; leal color (both surfaces similar)
(1378, with blotches of 59A).

Intflorescence: A spikate panicle, basally lealy, apically
naked, sparsely puberulent, the axis tapering from 2 mm
diameter to 1 mm apically (137B grading to N77A on
sunward side and at nodes at the attachment region); 20 to
57 cm 1n length.

Flower buds just before anthesis: Oblanceoloid, 10-13 mm
longx2.3-2.7 mm wide, surface (191B, with blotches and
streaks of 1835B especially near the base and tip)(abaxial
calyx surface) puberulent with a mixture of relatively
upright glandular hairs and somewhat apically appressed
non-glandular hairs; internally, undehisced anthers 4 mm
longx0.7 mm thick, basifixed, adaxially longitudinally
dehiscent on two lines, adaxial surface glabrous (1B),
abaxial surface glabrous 183A. Pollen color (3C).

Flowers: Tubular, bilabiate, reddening with age (descriptions
and colors as seen 1n fresh flowers); stamens, petals and
calyx all united at the limb of the tube.

Tube—Ellipsoidal 4.5-5 mm longxl1.3 mm wide
sparsely puberulent externally (grading from 146B on
shaded side to 185 Aon the sunward side and on exten-
sions of color striping from the ribs of the ovary).

Ovary.—Inferior, 5 mm longx1.2 mm diameter, long
cllipsoidal, 4 ribbed, puberulent, the hairs mostly
erect, with fewer hairs on the ribs, color 185A on
sunward side and along ribs, 146B between ribs on the
shaded side.

Sepals.—4, equal, linear, 11 mm longx1.7 mm wide,
strongly retlexed at anthesis, spreading at tips, adaxi-
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ally glabrous grading from 186D at limb to 194C at
tips with a noticeable central line, color 186 A, abaxi-
ally puberulent, color 186D.

Petals.—4, spreading, bilabiate, 2 angled upward, 2 lat-
eral, clavate/obovate 14 mm longx”7 mm wide, gla-
brous, somewhat cupped apically, color grading from
56D centrally to 56 A on the petal margins, abaxial
and adaxial surfaces and colors alike.

Stamens: 8, 13-15 mm long, cascading, anthers basifixed,
filaments, 9-11 mm longx0.6 mm wide, whiter than 56D,
anthers at anthesis 3 mm longx0.3 mm wide.

Style/stigma.—17 mm longx0.4 mm diameter, cascad-
ing more or less with stamens, color grades from 1D
basally to 150B at stigma.

Stigma: 4 lobed, each lobe 1 mm long by 1.5 mm wide, ovoid,
lobes increasingly spreading with age, color 150B.

Fruit: Apparently fairly sterile under our conditions, ovaries
deciduous within a week after flowering.

Disease and 1nsect notes: No disease or insect problems were
noted on Gaura ‘Mr. Liko’ plants under our conditions. No
testing regarding disease or insect resistance of ‘Mr. Liko’
was performed.

COMPARISONS TO RELATED GAURA
LINDHEIMERI

Compared to its originating bud parent variety, ‘Pink

Cloud’, flowers of ‘Mr. Liko’ are much lighter 1n color. Pink
Cloud has strong red flowers (54 A), while the flowers of *Mr.

Liko’ are light pink (56D-56A). Plant form of both plants 1s

indistinguishable. There appears to be a general reduction of
anthocyanin production mm ‘Mr. Liko’ compared to ‘Pink
Cloud’, mostly during the warm season. Plant color during
the cool season 1s stmilar 1n both cultivars. Mr. Liko appears
to have increased floriferousness, compared to ‘Pink Cloud’

I claim:
1. A new and distinct Gaura lindheimeri plant substantially
as described and illustrated herein.
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