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Botanical classification: Astilbe hybnd.
Varietal denomination: ‘Amber Moon’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Astilbe of hybrid origin and will be referred to hereafter by
its cultivar name, ‘Amber Moon’. ‘Amber Moon’ represents a
new Astilbe, an herbaceous perennial grown for landscape
use.

The Inventor discovered a naturally occuring leat mutation
on an unlabled Astilbe hybrid 1n a trial garden in Hubbard-
ston, Mass. in spring of 1989. Based on the characteristics, the
parent plant it 1s thought to be Astilbe ‘Cattleya’ (not pat-
ented). A single gold leaf was observed on a compound leaf
and after several generations of rhizome division, the new
cultivar, Amber Moon’, with gold foliage throughout the
plant was selected.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by the Inventor by rhizome division in Hubbardston,
Mass. 1n 1994. Asexual propagation by tissue culture and
rhizome division has shown that the characteristics of the new
cultivar are stable and are reproduced true to type 1n succes-
s1ve generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes 1n combination distinguish ‘Amber Moon’ as a
unique cultivar of Astilbe.

1. ‘“Amber Moon’ exhibits foliage when grown 1n bright
shade that emerges orange-yellow 1n color, changing to
yellow when fully expanded, and finally changing to
yellow-green with a whatish silver blush after flowering.

2. ‘Amber Moon’ exhibits flowers that are pink 1n color.

3. ‘Amber Moon’ exhibits very high heat tolerance 1n com-
parison to most cultivars of Astilbe.

The probable parent of “Amber Moon’, ‘Cattleya’, 1s simi-

lar to ‘Amber Moon’ in having a similar plant height, 1n
having similarly shaped pyramidal panicles, and in having
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flowers that are pink in color. ‘Cattleya’ differs from ‘Amber
Moon’ 1n having foliage that 1s solid green in color. ‘Amber

Moon’ can be most closely compared to the Astilbe cultivars,
‘Beauty of Lisse’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 17,816) and ‘Hip Hop’

(U.S. Plant Pat. No. 24,165). ‘Beauty of Lisse’ 1s similar to
‘Amber Moon’ 1 having foliage that 1s yellow in color.
‘Beauty of Lisse’ differs from ‘Amber Moon’ 1n having foli-
age that 1s only transiently yellow and changes to a green
color 1n the heat of summer, 1n having flowers that are light
red-purple in color, and 1n being less cold hardy and less heat
tolerant. ‘Hip Hop’ 1s similar to ‘Amber Moon’ in being heat
tolerant. ‘Hip Hop’ differs from ‘Amber Moon’ in having
foliage that 1s green in color and in having very densely
branched foliage that grows closer to the inflorescences.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new Astilbe.
The photographs were taken of 4 year-old plants as grown
outdoors 1n the ground 1n Zeeland, Mich.

The photograph 1n FIG. 1 provides a close-up view of the
spring foliage of ‘Amber Moon’.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a side view of ‘Amber
Moon’ in bloom.

The colors 1n the photographs are as close as possible with
the digital photography and printing techniques utilized and
the color codes 1n the detailed botanical description accu-
rately describe the colors of the new Astilbe.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of 4 year-old plants
of the new cultivar as grown 1n the ground 1n Zeeland, Mich.

with heat tolerance observed on plants grown 1n a trial garden
in Raleigh, N.C. The phenotype of the new cultivar may vary
with variations 1n environmental, climatic, and cultural con-
ditions, as it has not been tested under all possible environ-
mental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n accordance

with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticul-
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very sparsely covered with short strigose hairs 1 mm
in length and matches petiole color, petiolules; aver-
ageol 1 cminlength, 2 mm 1in diameter blend of 175A

tural Society, London, England, except where general color
terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
General description:

Blooming period.—Three to four weeks 1n early sum-
mer.

Plant type.—Herbaceous perennial.

Plant habit.—Clump-forming, a spreading mound of
foliage with upright bloom stalks with inflorescences
that are held above the foliage.

Height and spread.—Reaches 60 to 76 cm 1n height and

Leaflet apex.—Acuminate.
Leaflet venation.—Pinnate, color ol upper surface;
N144A, color of lower surface; 144C, sparsely cov-

ered with short strigose hairs 1 mm in length and
157A 1n color.
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and 177A 1n color, glabrous surface, very sparsely
covered with short strigose hairs 1 mm 1n length and

matches petiolules color.

Flower description:

Inflorescence type.—Numerous flowers arranged on
pyramidal panicles.
Inflorescence aspect.—Upright and held above foliage.

45 to 60 cm in spread 10 Inflorescence size.—Average of 39.6 cm 1n height and
Hardiness.—At least in U. S. D. A. Zones 3 to 8. Fllz.s cm 1n width. Moderatelv st o
Diseases and pests.—No resistance or suseptibility to OT’)E? Ir afgr ance.—vloderately  strong, Swect an

diseases and pests has been observed. Flp easant Iragr m‘:- 1440 mep inf]
Environmental conditions.—QObserved to be highly heat ower quantity—Average ol 1, per inlorescence.

tolerant in the summer heat in Raleigh, N.C. b Flower lastingness.—Average of 10 days.
Propagation.—Rhizome division and tissue culture. Flower ‘buds.—Broadly ovate 1n sh:ape, average of 2.5
Growth rate.—Moderate to vigorous. mm 1n length and 1.75 mm in diameter, color; 63B
Stem description: FZWIth base 145% S |
Stem color.—Young; base is a blend of 183A and 158A, FZOWE‘V agpecr.—R I?[r{[g L and outward.

becoming a blend of 183 A and 144 A, mature; blend 2¢ ower shape.——ROLE. . .

of 146 A and 200R. F Zower size.—An average 5 mm 1n depth and 7 mm 1n
Stem shape.—Round. P dl?meiir' fs fused. obl late in sh
Stem size.—Up to 76 cm 1n length (1including peduncle) etais.—Average ol o, un-lused, oblanceo ate 1n shape,

and up to 5 mm in diameter. margin 1s entire, apex 1s broad acute, upper and lqwer
Stem quantity.—Average of 33 main stems. s surface dull, average of 3 mm i length and width,
Stem surface—Moderately glossy, bases of stems mod- gglgr Of(;lpé);é and llowerfsur face Opflmlngj a blel;? of
erately covered with short hairs, average of 2 mm 1n o al_l b & CF(SC;AO (1111)6132% dand lower surlace
length and ranges between NNI155A and 1635A 1n HIATIIE, 4 DICHE O <l ' .
color. Cacllyx.—Campanulate, average ol 2 mm 1n length and
- ter.

Stem aspect.—Very strong, mostly held upright. 10 lame _ o _ |
Branching habit.—No lateral branches, stems grow Sepals.—3, ovate 1n shape, margin 1s entire, apex 1s

from the base. acute, base 1s truncate and fused, surface 1s smooth
Nodes.—Color is 183 A with edged color of 140A, up to and dull, color of upper and lower surface when

{ mm in diameter immature; 1458 to 143D, color of upper and low§r

Foliage description: surface when mature; 1458, an average of 1 mm 1n

Leaf division.—Compound. 35 width and 2 mm 1n length.
Leaf attachment.—Petiolate. Bracts.—1102, at base of secondary racemes, !anceolate
Leaf arrangement.—Opposite in shape, 144A 1n color, about 1 mm 1n width and 3
Leaf sha eggCorc'late PP | mm 1n length, attenuate apex, base truncate and tused
Leafnwf bé},_ Avera .e of & ver stem to rachis, upper and lower surface glabrous.
Internode le;;zgtk - Aw%erage Opf 12 cm. 40 Peduncles.—Average of 40 cm 1n length and 4 mm 1n
Leaf size.—Average of 5.5 cm in length and 16.1 ¢cm in diameter, held at an average angle of 15 to vertical,

width peduncles of secondary racemes; held at an average
Leaflet quantity.—Average of 12 per stem. anglfe: of A}S":’j an average of Q.S cm 1n length and 1.5
Leaflet shape.—Cordate mm 1n width, strong, color 1s a blend of 146C and
Leaflet ba 5‘2 - Acute | A5 166A to 166B, glabrous surface.

Pedicels.—About 1 mm in length and 0.5 mm 1n width,
held at an average angle of 30°, color 1s a blend of

146C and 166A to 1668, glabrous surface.

Reproductive organs:

Gynoecium.—2 Pistils, about 2.5 mm 1n length, stigma1s

Leaflet margins.—Biserrate S0 club-shaped and 69B 1n color, style 1s about 1 mm in
Leaflet size.—Average of 4.1 cm in length and 5 cm in length al_ld 64B 1n color, ovary 1s 155A 1n color.
width. Androcogcmm.—An average of 10 stamens, anthers are
Leaflet surface.—Upper and lower surfaces moderately ??llt[e; 1 Shi‘pe!i%amﬁxfd: ab‘j]‘:-)lt Ot22 mm 1n lleﬂgf[lﬁ 3113
glossy and sparsely covered with short strigose hairs T EOI0T, THAIEATS et dbOLL & LI ICTEHL 4l
an average of 0.5 mm in length and 157C in color. ~ °° NIS5C 1 color, pollen 1s very low in quantity and
Leaflet color—FEmerging foliage upper and lower sur- NISSA 1n _CO]OL .
face; a blend of 10A and 18A, young foliage upper Seed and fruit.—No seeds or fruit have been detected to
and lower surface; a color between 4A and 150A, It (}aj_[e' q
summer foliage upper and lower toliage; a blend of tis claimed: _ |
145A and 150A with a blush of 192A after flowering. 60 1. A new and distinct cultivar of Astilbe plant named

Petioles.—Leatf; up to 11 cm 1n length, 2 mm 1n diameter
and 145C mixed with 200A 1n color, glabrous surtace,

‘Amber Moon’ as herein 1llustrated and described.
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