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Botanical classification: Exochordaxracemosa.
Variety denomination: ‘Snow Mountain’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Exochorda racemosa. The new cultivar will be referred to
hereafter by 1ts cultivar name, ‘Snow Mountain’. ‘Snow
Mountain’ 1s a new cultivar of deciduous shrub grown for use
as a landscape shrub.

The new cultivar 1s a selection from a controlled breeding
program conducted by the Inventor at his nursery in Boskoop,
The Netherlands with the goal of selecting new cultivars of
Exochorda with better flowering characteristics, easier
propagation, and good garden performance.

The new vanety of Exochorda was selected by the Inventor
amongst seedlings derived from a cross made i 1994
between ‘The Bride” (not patented) as the female parent and
an unnamed plant of Exochorda racemosa from the Inven-
tor’s breeding program. ‘Snow Mountain” was selected as a
single unique plant 1 1997.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by the Inventor by softwood stem cuttings 1n Bosk-
oop, The Netherlands 1n 1998. Asexual propagation by sofit-
wood stem cuttings has determined that the characteristics of

this cultivar are stable and are reproduced true to type in
successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes 1n combination distinguish ‘Snow Mountain” as a
unique cultivar of Exochorda.

1. *Snow Mountain’ exhibits a floriferous habit with flow-

ers present the entire length of the stem.

2. ‘Snow Mountain’ exhibits an upright and compact plant

habit.
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3. ‘Snow Mountain’ 1s readily propagated by softwood

stem cuttings with good rooting.

4. ‘Snow Mountain’ has been shown to be a consistent

grOWeT.

5. ‘Snow Mountain’ exhibits healthy disease free foliage.
The female parent ‘Snow Mountain’, ‘The Brnide’, differs
from ‘Snow Mountain’ 1n having a mounded plant habit with
arching branches with tlowering not extending to the base of
the branches, 1n being more difficult to root. The male parent,
an unnamed plant of Exochorda racemosa, differs from
‘Snow Mountain’ 1n being much taller and less compact and
having inconsistent flowering. ‘Snow Mountain’ can also be
compared to the cultivar “The Pearl’ (a hybrid of £. racemosa
and F. giraldii var. wilsonii). ‘The Pearl’ 1s similar to *‘Snow
Mountain’ 1n having stems with dense blooms dense, how-
ever ‘“The Pearl’ differs from ‘Snow Mountain’ 1 having
larger tlowers and 1n being much taller 1n height.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photographs 1llustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new cultivar.
The photographs were taken of a two year-old plant of the
new cultivar as grown outdoors in a field 1n Boskoop, The
Netherlands.

The photograph 1n FIG. 1 provides a view of the plant habit
and flowering habit of ‘Snow Mountain’.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the
flowers of ‘Snow Mountain’.

The colors in the photographs are as close as possible with
digital photography techniques available, the color values
cited 1n the detailed botanical description accurately describe

the colors of the new Exochorda.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of two year-old
plants of the new cultivar as field grown 1 Boskoop, The
Netherlands. The phenotype of the new cultivar may vary
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with varations 1n environmental, climatic, and cultural con-
ditions, as 1t has not been tested under all possible environ-
mental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n accordance
with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticul-
tural Society, London, England, except where general color
terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.

General description:

Blooming period.—Blooms for 2 to 3 weeks 1n spring in
Boskoop, The Netherlands.

Plant habit—Compact in comparison to plants of the
species, upright.

Height and spread.—1.6 m 1n height and spread.

Cold hardiness.—At least to U.S.D.A. Zone 5.

Diseases.—Has been observed to be disease free under
the conditions tested.

Propagation.—Easily propagated by soltwood stem
cuttings good rooting rate.

Growth.—Moderate.

Roots.—Fleshy when young plants, becoming fibrous
on mature plants.

Branch description:

Stem color.—Young; 1435A, maturing; 166A, mature;
177D.

Stem surface.—Young and mature; smooth.

Branching.—4 to 5 basal branches.

Stem size.—Ranges from 1 to 2 cm 1n width, average of
1.6 m 1n length.

Foliage description:

Leaves.—Simple, oblong in shape, arrangement 1s alter-
nate, average of 4 cm 1n length and 3 cm 1n width, apex
acute to apiculate, base cuneate, margin entire, inter-
node length 1s an average of 4 cm, attachment peti-
olate, color of new growth upper and lower surface
148A, color when mature upper and lower surface
138A, venation pinnate with midribs N144A and
other veins matching leaf in color, surface smooth on
upper and lower surface.

Petioles.—Range from 4 mm to 2.5 cm in length, an

average of 2 mm in diameter, 145A 1n color, surface
smooth.
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Intlorescence description:

Inflorescence type.—Racemes at nodes from top of stem
to the base.

Inflorescence size.—4 1o 7 cm 1n length and an average of
4 cm 1n diameter.

Inflorescence number.—30 per stem.

Flower number—Average ol 5 to 12 per raceme.

Flower fragrance.—None.

Flower longevity.—About 14 days.

Flower type.—Single, rotate.

Flower size.—3 to 4 cm 1n diameter and 5 mm 1n depth.

Peduncles.—3 to 8 mm 1n length and 0.2 mm 1n diam-
eter, 145A 1n color, surface 1s smooth.

Flower buds.—Globose 1n shape, 4 to 7 mm 1n length
and width, 157C 1n color.

Sepals.—5, oval 1 shape, margin entire, color of upper
and lower surface 157A, average of 2 cm in length and
width, acute apex, cuneate base, smooth surface.

Petals.—5, round 1n shape, upper surface and lower sur-
face 1s smooth, margin wrregularly notched, base
cuneate, apex 1s rounded with small notch, average of
2 cm 1n length and width, color: opeming and fully
open tlowers upper and lower surface; NN133A .

Reproductive organs:

Pistils.—1, stigma1s an average of 5 mm 1n length and 1
mm 1n width and 1C 1n color, style 1s an average of 3
mm 1n length and 1C 1n color, ovary 1s egg-shaped, 2
mm 1n length, 3 mm in width and 1B 1n color.

Stamens.—About 20, filaments are about 3 mm in length
and 1C 1 color, anthers are an average of 1.5 mm in
length and 0.5 mm 1n width and 151B 1n color, pollen
1s moderate 1n quantity and 8B 1n color.

Fruit.—Capsule; 5-valved, an average of 1 cm 1 length
and 1.5 cm 1n diameter, surface 1s smooth, 199D 1n
color, seeds; N199B 1n color.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar Exochorda plant named
‘Snow Mountain’ as herein illustrated and described.
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