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Botanical designation: Dahlia hybrida.
Cultivar denomination: ‘LILAC FOX".

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar

of Dahlia plant, botanically known as Dahlia hybrida, typi-
cally grown as a cut flower and hereinatter referred to by the
name ‘Lilac Fox’.

The new Dahlia plant 1s a naturally-occurring branch
mutation of Dahlia hybrida Zundert Mystery Fox’, not pat-
ented. The new Dalklia plant was discovered and selected by
the Inventor on a single flowering plant within a population of
plants of ‘Zundert Mystery Fox’ in a controlled outdoor nurs-
ery environment 1n Lisse, The Netherlands 1n 2007,

Asexual reproduction of the new Dakhlia plant by cuttings
since the spring of 2008 1n a controlled greenhouse environ-
ment 1n Lisse, The Netherlands, has shown that the unique
teatures of this new Dahlia plant are stable and reproduced
true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new Dahlia have not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions and cultural practices. The
phenotype may vary somewhat with variations in environ-
mental conditions such as temperature and light intensity,
without, however, any variance 1n genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are
determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Lilac Fox’.
These characteristics in combination distinguish ‘Lilac Fox’
as a new and distinct Dahlia plant:

1. Upright plant habat.

2. Vigorous growth habit.

3. High cut flower production.

4. Freely flowering habiat.

5. Spherical decorative-type intlorescence form with red
purple-colored ray florets held on strong and straight
flower stems.

6. Good keeping quality.
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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Dahlia plant named ‘Lilac

b

Fox’, characterized by its upright plant habit; vigorous
growth habit; high cut flower production; freely flowering
habit; spherical decorative-type inflorescence form with red
purple-colored ray florets held on strong and straight tlower
stems; and good keeping quality.
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Plants of the new Da#hlia differ primarily from plants of the
parent, ‘Zundert Mystery Fox’ primarily 1n ray tloret color as
plants of ‘Zundert Mystery Fox” has salmon orange-colored
ray tlorets.

Plants of the new Da#klia can be compared to plants of the
Dahlia hybrida ‘Karma Lagoon’, disclosed 1n U.S. Plant Pat.
No. 11,346. In side-by-side comparisons conducted in Lisse,
The Netherlands, plants of the new Dahlia differed from
plants of ‘Karma Lagoon’ in the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Da/lia produced more flowering stems

than plants of ‘Karma Lagoon’.

2. Plants of the new Dahlia had green-colored leaves
whereas plants of ‘Karma Lagoon’ had leaves that
tended to bronze.

3. Inflorescences of plants of the new Dahlia were more
spherical than inflorescences of plants of ‘Karma
Lagoon’.

4. Plants of the new Dahlia and ‘Karma Lagoon’ differed in
ray tloret color as plants of ‘Karma Lagoon’ had purple
violet-colored ray florets.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographs illustrate the overall
appearance of the new Daklia plant showing the colors as true
as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain in colored reproductions
of this type. Colors in the photographs may differ slightly
from the color values cited 1n the detailed botanical descrip-
tion which accurately describe the colors of the new Daklia
plant.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side perspec-
tive view of typical tlowering plants of ‘Lilac Fox’ grown in
an outdoor nursery.

The photograph on the second sheet 1s a close-up view of a
typical tlowering plant of ‘Lilac Fox’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The photographs and following observations and measure-
ments describe plants grown during the summer and autumn
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in ground beds 1n an outdoor nursery in Lisse, The Nether-
lands and under cultural practices typical of commercial
Dahlia production. During the production of the plants, day
temperatures ranged from 10° C. to 25° C. and night tempera-
tures ranged from 8° C. to 20° C. Plants were pinched one
time about three weeks after planting. Plants were 14 weeks
old when the photographs and description were taken. In the
tollowing description, color references are made to The Royal
Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 1995 Edition, except
where general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used.
Botanical classification: Dahlia hybrida ‘Lilac Fox’.
Parentage: Naturally-occurring branch mutation of Dahlia
hybrida *Zundert Mystery Fox’, not patented.
Propagation:

Tvpe —By vegetative cuttings.

Time to initiate roots, summer.—About ten days at soil
temperatures of 15° C.

Time to initiate roots, winter.—About 12 to 14 days at
so1l temperatures of 15° C.

Time to produce a rooted young plant, summer.—About
21 days at soil temperatures of 15° C.

1ime to produce a rooted young plant, winter.—About
25 days at soil temperatures of 15° C.

Root description.—Fine, tleshy; white 1n color.

Rooting habit—Freely branching; dense.

Tubers.—Length: About 18 cm. Diameter: About 15 cm.
Texture: Corky. Color: Close to 159B.

Plant description:

Plant and growth habit.—Upright plant habit; inverted
triangular plant form; freely basal branching with
about six lateral branches per plant; about 16 flower-
ing stems are produced per year; intlorescences held
above the {foliar plane on strong and straight
peduncles; vigorous growth habiat.

Plant height.—About 70 cm.

Plant diameter or spread.—About 30 cm to 35 cm.

Lateral branches—I1ength: About 45 cm to 60 cm.
Diameter: About 7 mm. Internode length: About 3 cm
to 11 cm. Texture: Smooth, glabrous. Strength:
Strong, straight. Color: Close to 146 A.

Leaf description:

Arrangement.—QOpposite, single or compound with
three or five leaflets.

Leaf length.—About 12 cm to 18 cm.

Leaf width.—About 6 cm to 15 cm.

Shape.—Ovate.

Apex —Acuminate.

Base.—Attenuate.

Margin —Serrate; sinuses divergent.

Venation pattern.—Pinnate.

lexture, upper and lower surfaces.—Smooth, glabrous.

Color.—Developing and fully expanded leaves, upper
surface: Close to 137A; venation, close to 152A.
Developing and tully expanded leaves, lower surface:
Close to 191 A; venation, close to 145A.

Petioles.—1 ength, all leaves and leatlets: About 4.4 cm.
Diameter, all leaves and leaflets: About 6 mm. Tex-
ture, upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous.
Color, upper surface: Close to 152D. Color, lower
surface: Close to 145A.

Intlorescence description:

Appearance and flowering habit—Spherical decora-
tive-type inflorescences with ray and disc tlorets
developing acropetally on a receptacle; intlores-
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cences positioned above and beyond the foliar plane
on strong peduncles; inflorescences face mostly
upright; freely tlowering habit with typically more
than 45 to 50 intlorescences developing per plant.

Fragrance.—None detected.

Time to flower—Plants begin tlowering about 70 days
alter planting; flower continuously during the sum-
mer and autumn 1n The Netherlands.

Post-production longevity.—Good postproduction lon-
gevity; inflorescences maintain good substance for
about 20 days on the plant and for about eight days as
a cut tflower; inflorescences persistent.

Inflorescence buds.—Height: About 1.1 cm. Diameter:
About 1.9 cm. Shape: Oblate. Color: Close to 72B;
towards the apex and base, close to 144B.

Inflorescence diameter.—About 9 cm.

Inflorescence depth (height).—About 6.5 cm.

Disc diameter —About 4 mm, 1nconspicuous.

Receptacle height—About 6 mm.

Receptacle diameter.—About 1.2 cm.

Receptacle color.—Close to 145A.

Ray florets—Length: About 3.6 cm. Width: About 2.1
cm. Shape: Ovate, mcurved. Apex: Obtuse. Base:
Attenuate. Margin: Entire. Aspect: Imtially upright to
horizontal to eventually recurving forming a ball-
shaped 1ntlorescence. Texture, upper and lower sur-
faces: Smooth, glabrous; velvety. Number of ray flo-
rets per inflorescence: About 144 arranged in about 16
whorls. Color: When opening and fully opened, upper
surface: Close to 74A; mid-section, close to 74C; at
the base, close to 20A. When opening and fully
expanded, lower surface: Close to 74B; mid-section,
close to 75B; at the base, close to 76D.

Disc florvets.—Shape: Tubular; apex dentate. Length:
About 7 mm. Diameter: About 1.8 mm. Number of

disc florets per intlorescence: About 35. Color, imma-
ture: Apex: Close to 21 A. Mid-section: Close to 3A.
Base: Close to 2D. Color, mature: Apex: Close to
21 A. Mid-section: Close to 3B. Base: Close to 21A.

Phyllaries—Quantity per intlorescence: About eight
arranged 1n a single whorl. Length: About 1.8 cm.
Width: About 1 cm. Shape: Ovate. Apex: Acuminate.

Base: Attenuate. Margin: Entire. Texture, upper and

lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous. Color, upper and

lower surfaces: Close to 146A.

Peduncles.—I1 ength, terminal peduncle: About 21 cm.
Length, fourth peduncle: About 17 cm. Length, sev-
enth peduncle: About 16 cm. Diameter: About 3 mm.
Strength: Strong. Aspect: Mostly erect, straight. Tex-
ture: Smooth, glabrous. Color: Close to 163A;
towards the base, close to 144B.

Reproductive organs.—Androecium, present on disc
florets only: Quantity per disc floret: Five. Filament
length: About 7 mm. Filament color: Close to 1B.
Anther shape: Lanceolate. Anther length: About 4
mm. Anther color: Close to 21B. Pollen amount:
Scarce. Pollen color: Close to 21A. Gynoecium,
present on ray and disc florets: Quantity per floret:
One. Pistil length: About 3 mm. Stigma shape: Lan-
ceolate. Stigma color: Close to 2B. Style length:
About 1.1 mm. Style color: Close to 4D. Ovary color:
Close to 4C. Fruits and seeds: Fruit and seed devel-
opment has not been observed on plants of the new

Dahlia.
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Disease & pest resistance: Plants of the new Da#lia have not It 1s claimed:

been shown to be resistant to pathogens and pests common . . o ,

to Dahlia plants. 1. A new and distinct Daklia plant named ‘Lilac Fox’ as
Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Da#lia have been illustrated and described.

observed to tolerate temperatures from about 0° C. to about 4
35° C. ¥ % % % %



US PP25,229 P2

Sheet 1 of 2

M K ; b
.nrnnn“nwxnr.”n”nwxw
i
T

| l.lllﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂﬂ#ﬂﬁv.ﬂﬂ ”H u_

A ..::}II

E
o
M

2
-
Al

E R K XM A A
/ 2

]

a A A
s
H!FHHIHIII ]

AN AR
N N

oA NN KN
E R A .H.HH.HHHH

o

A MR AR M N AN

Ilﬂﬂ“l“ﬂ -
IIHHH |

E XX FNXEXNMNXNE
x

A

]
N Ny
w n"l"__.ﬂr. E u..”x”x”a
LR
L
2

=M
M
|

.xl! |

’ .!H:!:l:l:ﬂ:ﬂ:ld-ﬂ-ﬂ-l I-l.ll

F!?!I!HI!H'

XN X

L)

[
r

W

|
AN
HH-HF'

)
X

] M_N
M M AN A_A
N NN BN
H"H"HHH"H | H"I X

A,

e

ol
L

L)
i &

X
s
X

Ll
Ll

»
L

*
*

» o B kB

- F

i L ]

L Ili HHH »

»

LN
AN

o
a

A
2
I..!F!!

IEH!H b

)
M

e

-

&

)
L

»
PN

L)

o

A

L L ]
>
H-?d-?l X l‘*#.r v

:-:*%

I

.
F
P

Al ‘F!x >

.IH!"I"H"I!H”H"I-I..

x AN X E K N N
- II II' Il“ﬂ“lﬂ » Hllﬂr.un

v.v.u._!u..ﬂu._!u._!u.“v.r_!vnﬂ A RN X

E o

HHIHH!H.F._H J
A

M HHHIHHJHH o

lﬂﬂlﬂ#ﬂl} HHIII.!H! A
e

2

K
L

AR A
]
x

N

R ERE N XN

L S i

x_a_R

ol A i

AL,

xR HHPHHHH o

.x:”r. F g

E N g a
F

T

O

e
=K X N ER N

L

x.
]
XA A A
X M L

.
Y

|
=
a0

-

%

L

i i

o A o

XA RN AKX A

.._nxhxxv. i

X

N,

I E g g

A ]

E)

o
A
-

!

oA

E -

KR R R RN

Aag A
H”HHH!HH

i

.

i

o

b

o
A
Ea

x
Hr.v

E o
X

Y

EY

e

L i i
N A E

A
KoK K KR

A

o

e

.
i

o)

IHI!F!I!I
MMM
x_A_A

Jan. 13, 2015

U.S. Patent

- k4

....:::'

l
x
mx x N
g
oA A A A MK

|
Bty
lenﬂ:l!x!:ﬂ-ﬂ-l..

H.H“H“HHH“HIII
XA AN
AR E MK

x H

l.‘i

e Rk
II‘l'I‘IIi'I'i
uww

]

L]

oy

xﬂx?d":h ]
l.: I.

I-H

|
l':.l

i

i

o
.H_'HH

A X M
xl!?d"?d"l.

M_A A A A
M

e

:!:-I"HHI X A A A A AN
"I! ]

HEHHH!HHHHHHIHIH
ol

X A,

X

E
e

B X X N NN N

n
I
E R
E X &
[t ol

Pt ol

EY

|

LA AR KX N

A E RN

HHI!HHIHH.

e
X,

"
Al
Al




US PP25,229 P2

P A
e e e o

LB N

<. FHHHFHFHH

e

2
W

al_ M N
Al

o
o)

x
:n:x”x*
x'

B r
I“H”HHH“H“H“H“H“HIHIHI ”H”!HH”H“II
E i (X F R T

Ml

Il”ﬂ“l"ﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂ”!”v
IIHHHIIR KN KX

X M

Sheet 2 of 2

o,
lﬂﬂ
KX

Hllll

L ]

] “IIHHHIHHH.H ‘-

RHH Y

i

EY

|
>

:

A
Hxﬂ
2

¢ A
|

]
£

-I-H.h

AN X AR EFRERET

.H.HHHHIIIIIIII

A N,

LR N
a--a-‘ar*a-‘

"# 4_# *-I‘

e

»
»

-Il‘-ll‘-ll

)
L v
LM

Eﬂ

Ao N A
Al
AN N

i i
AWM el

>,

xnxn.ulnlxy”xrxrxnl

B

ERE XN XX ENLXR

XAk X T

L)
dode dp e e

r b droa &b ko
r

& rFa &

“a: L!”!“H”v
Hu..Hﬂﬂﬂxﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁxﬂﬁﬂxﬁxﬂrﬂx L] HIH”.
lﬂﬂlﬂlﬂﬂﬂlﬂll ] 3 A
o o HHHHHHHIHIHI

HH.HHHHHHIIII ~

o
A
]

A ] K
"
]
"

-
HHHHHHHHHHH
o
.

Al

KM KK XX L XITELEAERERERTIE.R

"
HHH“HHHIHIH“I"HIHII

” Hllﬂllllllﬂﬂl
]

[ A

- .

F I,

x .
M L 3 K xx KK K

A ER KX H

x n

| ]

-
Al
M
Al
M
H"HHHHHF
Al
M
.
Al

i / ! iy EEERERAXARER
. i A ; ; ; ; TR xXERE XN
ER AR EEREN Fad ) A ! i ; ; o x N ERREENRREXTETEREZT R
" Hn“x“a"lalna n ; ; ; ; ; ; iy e e e nlnunla..__.an:“n“a“u“a““n"a“anaﬂxnxxxnx
KR N R XA A AKX
ERE XX R RN NN M
I e gy g P A Mg

L i
E
]

A
e
]

FY
|
Al
MM
A M X

-

EY

|
Al A A A
A_M

Al
Al
"H
X,
Al
'll

L
K
X

Y

|

2o
|

E g ] HHHlIlllllﬂlﬂlﬂﬂllﬂﬂﬂllﬂ.hﬂ!v

i EERREKRKEREILTREILRESX >

Al
M
XM

F)

s
"ﬂ
Al
Ml

F
|
A
M
|
|
M
A
A
|
|
E |
|
]
£

x
x H“H HHH“I"HHI”HHH“HHP
K AKX XX XN k

L)
Al
Al
A
Al
?lx?d
IHH
I"l
A
M
Al
H"
Al
Al
A
|
o
A
||
Al
A
H
H
M
)
-5

L]
A
XX

XN

N

X

)

"

|

F3

Jan. 13, 2015

*
i L ) i >

i i e e Oy e iy gl e

N N AN A N TN N, x e

P AL LI T AN N N L. oo e B

J WO e e

i
Al
]

?l::.l
|

=
i

Al o o A A oA A
l-?ln?!"?dx?d"?d'l-l-l
A A A A N A AN

e

=
|

I'

b

A
Al
Y
FY
~
M
A

A,

o nn"a“l"a"a”x
"laxnln.na.r.v.x

X,
X,

Al
.

.
k|
]
k.

|
)
F
Fd

)
X
X,
x
>
X,
x
A

Y
a
-]
o

2
)
Al
H |

Al
H
Al
A
Al
Al
Al
Al
-
]
Al
Al

|
A
-

M
2

4

4

o
A
) xxr.xnﬂnax

]
>

X
X

o

.
o
|
|
|
X,
>
Al
|
|

Y
-,

.
]
o

>
]
X
3

o
H?I!

x
o,

-
Al
A
Al
Al
Al
Al

H
Al
Al
o
Al
Al

|
Al
H
-
x
|

Al
A
F
Al
-
Al

A
A
FY
|
o
A

Y

.

x
L
A

X NN
o A

]
ky

.
N
o

i

E I
x

]
.
E.

g

]
]
A

L

>

HJ
]
o
= |
E_Al_M
A

N M E R EX R E

e

U.S. Patent



	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

