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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct Prunus laurocerasus plant of unknown
parentage 1s provided. The new plant can be readily distin-
guished from other plants of the species including the Otto
Luyken’ cultivar (non-patented in the United States). A slow
to moderate growth habit 1s displayed to form a compact
generally rounded plant with dense foliage. The foliage 1s
dark green in coloration and displays more glossiness on the
upper surface than commonly observed for the ‘Otto Luyken’
cultivar. Superior resistance to Coryneum blight has been
observed. The new plant1s well suited for providing attractive
ornamentation 1 a hedge, foundation planting, or when
grown €n masse.
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Botanical/commercial classification: Prunus [aurocera-
sus/Cherry Laurel Plant.
Varietal denomination: cv. Chestnut Hill.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION S

The new cultivar orniginated by selection from among a
population of Prunus laurocerasus plants undergoing evalu-
ation 1n a controlled planting area at Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A.
The parentage of the new cultivar 1s unknown. The seeds used
tfor the planting had been collected from Prunus laurocerasus
plants growing at Thessaly, Greece, during September 1991.
A single plant of the new cultivar was selected 1n view of its
unique combination of characteristics. Such new plant was
assigned Accession No. 91-105*C and was carefully pre-
served and further evaluated. Had this new plant not been
selected and preserved 1t would have been lost to mankind.

The new cultivar can be readily distinguished from com-
mon Prunus laurocerasus plants, including the widely grown
‘Otto Luyken’ cultivar (non-patented 1n the United States), in
view of 1ts unique combination of characteristics.

It was found that the new Prunus laurocerasus plant of the
present invention displays the following combination of char-
acteristics:

(a) displays an attractive more compact growth habit than

the ‘Otto Luyken’ cultivar,

(b) displays a slow to moderate growth rate,

(c) displays attractive dense dark green foliage having
more glossiness on the upper surface than commonly
observed for the ‘Otto Luyken’ cultivar,

(d) 1s more resistant to Coryneum blight than the ‘Otto
Luyken’ cultivar, and

(e) 1s well suited for providing attractive ornamentation.
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It has been confirmed that the combination of characteris-
tics of the new plant 1s reliably expressed.

The new cultivar can be grown to advantage as a hedge,
foundation planting or mass planting. The attractive dark
green foliage coloration commonly 1s maintained even during
the winter months.

Superior resistance to bacterial and fungal pathogens in
general has been observed during observations to date when
compared to the ‘Otto Luyken’ cultivar.

The new cultivar also can be readily distinguished from the
‘Gajo’ cultivar (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 19,334) and the ‘Green-

torch’ cultivar (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 22,327). More specifically,
the growth habait of the *Gajo’ cultivar 1s more upright and the
growth habit of the ‘Greentorch’ cultivar 1s more erect and
columnar.

The new cultivar, unlike the species, commonly has been
found to take pruning well, and 1s even capable of undergoing
severe pruning to maintain a desired plant size while main-
taining attractiveness. The slow to moderate growth rate also
contributes to the maintenance of plant size. The new plant
also has been found to tolerate salt spray during observations
to date.

The new plant can be grown 1n full sun to shade. During
observations to date, the plant has been found to grow best 1n
part shade in well-drained soil that 1s amended with organic
matter. It 1s preferred that the plant not be grown at a location
where water commonly accumulates.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar has been repeat-
edly carried out at Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A., and at West
Grove, Pa., U.S A., through the use of softwood cuttings. It
has been demonstrated by such asexual reproduction that the
new plant’s characteristics are reliably transmitted from one
generation to another 1n a true-to-type manner.

The new cultivar has been named ‘Chestnut Hill’.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph shows as nearly true as 1t 1s
reasonably possible to make the same 1n a color 1llustration of
this character, a typical specimen of the new cultivar. A plant
at an age ol approximately five years 1s shown while growing
in the ground outdoors at West Grove, Pa., U.S.A. The plant
had been asexually reproduced through the use of softwood
cuttings and was grown in full sun. The photograph was
obtained during August.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of the new plant of
the present invention which primarily was prepared during
August while observing three-year-old plants growing in the
ground at West Grove, Pa., U.S.A. The color terminology 1s 1n
accordance with The R.H.S. Colour Chart (1995 or equiva-
lent) of The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England,
except when general color terms are used which are to be
accorded their customary dictionary significance. The tlower
description was prepared while observing the originally
selected plant of the new cultivar during the first week of May
while growing at Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A.

Botanical classification: Prunus laurocerasus.

Type: Hardy evergreen shrub for garden decoration and gen-
cral landscape usage.

Plant:

Growth habit—Slow to moderate, compact, dense, gen-
crally rounded, and bushy.

Height —Approximately 60 cm at five years of age, and
estimated to be approximately 120 cm meters at full
maturity.

Width.—Approximately 75 cm at five years of age, and
estimated to be approximately 120 cm at full maturity.

Branches:

Length—Commonly approximately 20 to 25 cm on
average.

Diameter.—Commonly approximately 5 mm on aver-
age.

Internode length—Commonly approximately 1.5 to 2
cm on average.

Relative strength.—Strong.

lexture —When young relatively smooth and glabrous,
and when mature woody and rough.

Color.—When developing near Yellow-Green Group
1435A, and when mature Grey-Brown Group 199B.

Foliage:

Arrangement.—Alternate, simple.

Length— Approximately 7.5 cm on average.

Width.—Approximately 3 cm on average.

Shape.—Narrowly elliptic.

Apex—Acute.

Base.—Attenuate.

Margin.—FEntire, revolute, slightly undulate.

lexture.—Smooth and glabrous on both surfaces.

Finish.—Highly glossy on the upper surface.

Glands —Circular, approximately 1 mm 1n diameter,
near Brown Group 200A 1n coloration, at a frequency
of approximately 2 to 4 per leal on the lower leat
surface near the base.

Venation.—Pinnate.

Color.—Yellow-Green Group 147A on the upper sur-
face, and Yellow-Green Group 147B on the under
surface.
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Petiole—Length: approximately 1 cm on average.
Diameter: approximately 2 mm on average. Texture:
generally smooth and glabrous on upper and lower
surfaces. Color: near Yellow-Green Group 144A on
both surfaces.

Intlorescence:

Flowering.—During observations to date, flowers are
believed to have formed exclusively on the mother
plant. Accordingly, the information that follows was
obtained through the observation of the original plant
while growing at Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A.

Time.—April to early May.

Frequency.—Have not readily been observed other than
on the originally selected plant of the new cultivar.
Iype—Single rotate flowers on terminal and axillary

racemes.

Size.—Small.

Height —Approximately 5 mm on average.

Raceme length.—Commonly approximately 2.5 to 4 cm
on average.

Raceme width—Commonly approximately 13 mm on
average.

Diameter.— Approximately 10 mm on average.

Petal number.—F1ve.

Petal size—Small and approximately 4 to 5 mm in
length on average, and approximately 3 mm in width
on average.

Petal form.—OQOrbicular.

Petal apex—Rounded.

Petal margin —Sinuate.

Petal color—Near White Group 155A on both surfaces.

Number.—When observed, approximately 20 to 25
flowers on average per raceme.

Length —Approximately 5 cm per raceme on average
from the tip of the highest pedicellate tlower to the tip
ol the lowest pedicellate flower during the 2012 grow-
1ng season.

Stamen.—Number: commonly approximately 15 per
flower on average. Filament length: approximately 4
to 5 mm on average. Filament color: near White
Group 155B. Anther color: commonly between White
Group 1535A and White Group 153B.

Pistil—Number: commonly one per flower. Length:
approximately 5 mm on average. Texture: relatively
smooth. Height: approximately the same as that of the
anthers. Color: commonly between Green Group
143B and Green Group 143C.

Fragrance.—Shght sweet aroma.

Lastingness.—Commonly approximately 7 to 10 days
on average depending on environmental conditions.

Sepals.—Absent.

Pedicel —Length: approximately 4 mm on average.
Width: approximately 1 mm on average. Color: com-
monly between Yellow-Green Group 144B and Yel-
low-Green Group 144C.

Peduncle—Length: approximately 5 mm on average.
Diameter: approximately 2 mm on average. Texture:
generally smooth. Color: near Green Group 141C.

Seeds/fruit.—None encountered during observations to
date.
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Development: I claim:
Tolerance to diseases —During observations to date has 1. A new and distinct Prunus laurocerasus plant having the

shown superior resistance to bactenial and fungal fOHOWIP% combination C.'f characteristics: .
pathogens, particularly with respect to Coryreum (a) displays an attractive more compact growth habit than

. . . the ‘Otto Luyken’ cultivar
5 )
blight (1.e., sl}ot hole dlseas‘e). (b) displays a slow to moderate growth rate,
1lolerance to rain, heat and wind —Good.

(c) displays attractive dense dark green foliage having

Tolemn:ce to cold—Proven winter hardy in U.S.D.A. more glossiness on the upper surface than commonly
Hardiness Zone No. 6b. observed for the ‘Otto Luyken’ cultivar,
Plants of the new ‘Chestnut Hill” cultivar have not been (d) 1s more resistant to Coryreum blight than the ‘Otto
, : ”» 10 ) -
observed under all possible environmental conditions to date. Luyken’ cultivar, and _ _
Accordingly, 1t 1s possible that the phenotypic expression () 1s well suited tfor providing attractive ornamentation;

may vary somewhat with changes in light intensity and dura- substantially as 1llustrated and described.

tion, cultural practices, and other environmental conditions. £ %k ok k
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