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(57) ABSTRACT

The new and distinct hardy perennial plant, Nepeta ‘Purssian
Blue’, has rounded, short and compact habit with mostly
upright stems. The foliage 1s small and serrate with slightly
rounded teeth. Flowers are a periwinkle blue with persistent
dark-purple to magenta-purple calyces.
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Botanical denomination: Nepetaxfaassenii.
Variety designation: ‘Purrsian Blue’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Nepeta named ‘Purrsian Blue’. The new plant resulted
from a cross between Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant” (not patented)
(female or seed parent) and an unknown selection named only
as ‘Eldean’ (non-patented) (male or pollen parent) hybridized
by Kevin A. Hurd in the summer of 2009, seed harvested Oct.

26, 2009 and originally given the breeder code K0-19-01.

‘Purrsian Blue’ was approved in a final evaluation in the
summer of 2011 and slated for later introduction. The new
plant was selected based on the long blooming and compact
traits. The new plant has been asexually propagated in a
nursery 1n Zeeland, Mich. by tip cuttings with the resultant
plants remaining 1dentical to the original plant, stable and true
to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Nepeta ‘Purssian Blue’ 1s different from its parents and all
other Catmint known to the mventor. In comparison to the
temale parent, Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’, the new plant is
considerably shorter and more compact. Compared to the
male parent, ‘FEldean’, the new plant 1s also shorter and more
compact. The nearest comparison variety 1s Nepeta ‘Nov-
anepjun’ U.S. Plant Pat. No. 23,074 more commonly known
as ‘Junior Walker’. ‘Purrsian Blue’ 1s shorter and more
rounded 1n habit than ‘Jumior Walker’. The new plant, in
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comparison to Nepeta ‘Psfike’ U.S. Plant Pat. No. 18,904 1s
more upright, less decumbent, more compact 1n habit and the
toliage of the new plant 1s serrate with slightly rounded teeth
as opposed to the crenate foliage of ‘Psfike’. In comparison to
‘Purple Haze” U.S. Plant Pat. No. 23,180 the new plant 1s
shorter and more compact and lighter or less purple 1n flower.

‘Purrsian Blue’ 1s significantly smaller 1n height and width in
comparison to ‘Blue Dragon’ U.S. Plant Pat. No. 22,334, In
comparison to Nepeta ‘Cars Meow’ (co-pending application)
the present plant 1s more rounded and shorter 1n habit and has
more rounded serration of the foliage and periwinkle blue
flower compared to sky-blue flower of ‘Cat’s Meow’. The
present invention has not been evaluated under all possible
environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary with
changes 1n the environment such as light, temperature, water
and nutrient availability, etc. without a change in the genotype
of the plant. Nepeta ‘Purrsian Blue’ 1s unique from all other
Catmint known to the inventor in the following combined
traits:

1. The habit 1s rounded, short and compact with mostly

upright stems.

2. Foliage 1s small and serrate with slightly rounded teeth.
3. Flowers are periwinkle blue and persistent dark-purple
to magenta-purple calyces.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The photographs of the new plant Nepeta ‘Purrsian Blue’
are of a two-year old plant 1n a full sun display garden 1n
Zeeland, Mich. and demonstrate the umique aspects of the
new plant. The colors are as accurate as reasonably possible
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with color reproductions. Ambient light spectrum, tempera-
ture, source and direction may cause the appearance of minor
variation 1n color.

FIG. 1 shows a close-up of the flower.

FI1G. 2 shows the overall habit of Nepeta ‘Purrsian Blue’.

DETAILED PLANT DESCRIPTION

The following descriptions are based on a two-year old
plant of Nepeta ‘Purrsian Blue’ grown in a full-sun display

garden 1n sandy loam with supplemental water and fertilizer
as needed. The color references are based on the 2001 edition
of The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except
where common dictionary terms are used. The new plant has
not been observed under all possible environments. The phe-
notype may vary slightly with different environmental con-
ditions, such as temperature, light, fertility, moisture and
maturity levels, but without any change in the genotype.

Parentage: ‘Six Hills Giant’ (female, seed), ‘Eldean’ (male,
pollen).

Plant habit: Herbaceous perennial; upright mounding to
about 32 cm tall and 45 cm wide at the base 1n flower.

Growth: Rapid; finishing 1n a standard #1-15 ¢cm container 1n
about 12 to 15 weeks from rooted plug; time to 1mtiate
roots at 23° C. about one week.

Root: Fine, freely branching; color nearest RHS 158D
depending on soil type and nutrient content.

Foliage: Opposite, simple, ovate; rugose on both abaxial and
adaxial surfaces; margins serrate with slightly rounded
teeth; pubescent on abaxial and adaxial surfaces; apex
acute; base rounded; blade s1ze about 12.0 mm long and 6.0
mm wide.

Venation: Longitudinal; impressed on adaxial surface and
ribbed on abaxial surface.

Vein color: Nearest RHS 137C on adaxial surface and nearest

RHS 138C on abaxial surface.

[Leat color: Adaxial surface nearest RHS N138B, abaxial
surface between RHS N138C and RHS 138D.

Petiole: Pubescent adaxial and abaxial; about 4.0 mm long
and 2.0 mm diameter 1n basal region of stem becoming
sessile 1n distal region.

Petiole color: Between RHS 136C and RHS N138C with
tinting 1 high sun exposure between RHS N186B and
RHS N186C.

Stem: Pubescent, quadangular, about 6.0 mm across at base
and 3.0 mm at just below lowest tlowers; internodes aver-
age about 2.4 cm apart with greatest distance in the middle
of the stem; about 13 nodes per stem.

Stem color: Between RHS 136C and RHS N138C with tint-
ing 1n high sun exposure between RHS N186B and RHS
N186C; node color normally same as surrounding stem.

Intlorescence: Cymosely clustered with many tlowers either
sessile or branched at verticillasters in the upper nodes;
about 9 to 33 flowers per node and about 120 per inflores-
cence stem or peduncle.

Peduncle: Main stem mostly vertical to about 32 c¢cm tall with
flowers on the distal 16 cm.

Pedicel: Sessile.

Flower bud: Curved clavate; about 9.0 mm long and 4.5 mm
wide at the widest point one day prior to opening; adaxial
surface pubescent.

Flower bud color: Petal portion nearest RHS 96D, calyx
portion nearest RHS N138A with tinting of between RHS
N186D and RHS 187B.
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Flowers: Zygomophic, bilabiate, sympetalous with basal 8.0
to 9.0 mm fused; bisexual or lacking androecium; synse-
palous.

Upper lip.—Pubescent on abaxial surface, glabrous on
adaxial surface; with three lobes, dorsally flattened
perpendicularly to flower axis, about 13.0 mm long,

vertical top lobe rounded with emarginated apex, top
lobe about 6.0 mm across at widest portion; two hori-
zontal side lobes flaring at about 90 degrees from top
lobe, horizontal side lobes are rounded with rounded
apices, side lobes about 1.2 mm across and long;
adaxial color between RHS 94D and RHS 97A;
abaxial color nearest RHS 97A.

Lower lip.—Consisting of two fused lobes, dorsally flat-
tened to perpendicular to flower axis; pubescent on
abaxial and center outside section of adaxial surfaces;
apex crenate with five rounded teeth, base fused;
adaxial color nearest RHS 100C with dark spots about
0.5 mm diameter and less 1n tube throat nearest RHS
90 A ; abaxial color nearest RHS 97A.

Calyx.—Synsepalous, S-merous fused mnto sepal tube in
basal 6.0 mm and separated 1n distal 1.0 mm; acute
apex, base fused; with about 15 conspicuous ribs;
pubescent adaxial, glabrous abaxial; persistent; about
7.0 mm long and 2.0 mm diameter, adaxial color 1n
high direct light between RHS 70C and RHS 70D
with darker ribs of RHS 79C and 1n less light base
color of RHS NI138A with ribs and tinting of RHS
N186C; abaxial colornearest RHS N 144D at base and
tinting of nearest RHS N186C increasing with more
direct sun.

Gynoecium.—Single compound ovary with two carpels,
single gynobasic style, and stigma split 1n two parts;
style about 9.0 mm long and 1.0 mm diameter, style
color nearest RHS N89D); stigma split 1n last 2.0 mm
to sharply acute apex, stigma color nearest RHS 83B;
ovary four-lobed, each lobe ovoid, about 1.0 mm long
and 0.5 mm across, ovary color between RHS 145A
and RHS N144D.

Androecium.—Anthers, filaments and pollen not
observed under some conditions or only two stamens
that are adnate to the inner corolla tube; when present
anthers not developed, no pollen observed; filaments
when present about 1.0 mm long and less than 0.5 mm
diameter; filament color whiter than RHS 155D sta-
men when present ovoid, about 1.0 mm long and 0.5
mm diameter, stamen color between RHS N187B and
RHS 187A.

Flowering period: June into October 1n West Michigan; 1indi-
vidual flowers remain open for up to three days.

Fragrance: Foliage and stem herbal almost minty fragrance;
no fragrance detected given off by flowers.

Fruit and seed: Rare, nutlets, flattened, round; about 1.5 mm
diameter and 0.5 mm thick; nearest RHS 200B.

Pest and disease susceptibility: No resistance beyond that
which 1s typical for Nepeta but typically not prone to
browsing by deer or rodents.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. The new and distinct hardy perennial plant, Nepeta
‘Purssian Blue’ essentially as herein described and photo-
graphed usetul for landscaping as a specimen, en masse, or 1n
a container to bring color and fragrance to a garden and attract
buttertlies and hummingbirds.

¥ ¥ H ¥ H



US PP24,788 P2

Aug. 19, 2014

U.S. Patent

v Foa T T T T ' ' '
' o ' .
e T et T T T T T T
oo " ' ' ' e
N o ' '
v T v .
' o I R T T T o T T
Vo ' A A A T T e
e L e A R T T ' '
et e e e e e e e e - i P U g U U
I T T R T I R R R a T '
R A A N ) a oa & ._..;..r > .r....-..b.#b.###b.}.b.#####b.##.r###.r#.r oty ........r .r.;..r .r.;..__ L 4 m =2 2 m 2 m m m = mm '
P rr o Frd r P rr e s mrEroa .....r.__..1.....r.r..1._...._..............._.._...._.........._...._..-..._.........._...._..............................;...........;..r................r.r...t....r......b.__.r.r.__.r.__.r...n.......v.__ a2 s s owoaw '
o P ror 1 mrr e r R a s s maaa
P r i r rr e a s s omomoaay d a X dp dp o dr dp e dr dr dr dr  dp dp b A df ke bk k moaoa hoaa

x4 & dr i e ok a kA A

dodr drde dr dr dr 0 dr O 0N
e b o M
N e
R b e v i i i i o
o X d o a ki d ok ke
dr a0 i e dr i
N )
dde Uk e dr kA
......”...*k........_&.q.q.....__-_..._-_.___

-
Ll Ll
o b b & ]

MR N M N IR
Wl e bk A ke k a e
Wl Ay e e e e B L M a
L e
L Ll ol S A
N
W e dr e e i e Wk
W eyl ke ke M
e
O ) i [ A A I T

*
drdp Jr dr Jr Jrodp b or b b b b a omomoFoFoU
* .....-......_............._...._.......................r.r.....- G A A e e e A e

L)
: .
Ll
! L)
L)
4H4”4H._._.._4”4 L)
”ﬁ“ﬁ”‘“ﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ”‘“ﬁ”‘“ﬁ“‘
N )
a0l aC sl ka0
! Ca el sl sl sl a0
! sl a3 )
! u i e
! NN &...H...”...H...“_-.... N
! Pl

N

' R NN i-nli.__n.r.__.._.__n.__.T.__.._._..r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.._......._......-..__. .-..._......._......._.........__.....r.._.........r....r.._..-.r.r.v.r.r.r.r.r.v.__.._.r.r.r.._.__.._n.._
' rororom drdp O e dp b dp dr dp dr de b e B b B & &
' T e T . R A A N N
ST 2 T PN N N S
' ] ._. .-1_11 " m b oa iR [ k] o i b b i oir i
f Frr e [ R S e e e - drdp d o dp b b A A
' oo I R S Sl * Jodr de e dede O &
P [ R S S S i o h by d dr Ak
. L P ) g o ’ r ur dr dr dr dr Ak
e T T T 2 arad : ; X Ll dr g A Jp o M &
o [ T Sl TR dr a kA Ak
a P W .
il S dp i dp e de e g
' LT ey N
M FOM ir iy g e dr A
. e Rk Kk
' f > i "
“ay
» P
o
L A A L e
L N N R A A A N L )
Tealx, AL AL A 2L L AL L L AL AT AL ML AL L AL AL AL M AL ML N
Py L L A A e
r ' et e N N a e a aal a a a3 Pl
" . B ot el e e L I T o T ey o ot i
' ....................1...111.1..._1..1._1..1.._.........-..-_ u...-..-..-.lll.-_ ar iy dp iy e
S o M N N N N M N ) i dr i dp iy
e N IR N A sl al a2l
IR N M G el W ar Ty
S N N N NS
.
D e N  a a o o S o e o
' ' Ty T o Yo T e o T T o T T e a T o a a a a a a ae a a a e ayae apa ag o T ae e Yo T T T
2 kg drdede de o dr de dr dp dp dp dp dr dp e dp dp dp dp dr dedr de dr de dr dedr dr dr de dr dedr de o de dp o de de dp dp o dedp dp o dp dp dp dp dp iy o
. T e g g g g g g g e e e e e S g S e g R g g e Sy g g ey el
' § A e e e e e e e e U U e e e e e e e Uy e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
' . B T S Tl A R R e e e e e e e B e S e e e T R R el T e e R T e e e e T e e i i i P i
-- L]
. e
. .
L .
.
. .
o
.
[ ) [ m = & & & b &k bk N odr dr dr o droirdridr ir R
: . i . n.1...rn.._.._.._.._.._.h.__.r.r.._......__.r.r.r.r.....r........._...........................-.....-.l n
' -.__i.__ih.r.._.._--.._.r.._.r.._.._.r.._.r.....r.._.__.r....r.r.-...:..r.r.....;..r.;.....l..-.l.ll.-_
' -.- ' " & = = & & & & & b &b L, ’h i oirdoioirir
. . L i
T
Yy
! L
LT L
.
..
.
)
. . . .-.H.___H.q
' %
4 I b & & o A
T T Tata
' o ' o e ra P S T e e e e I I & W
' ' ' et ' ' et Vo ' o ] T I ol Sl S e e il i
LT Lt L e o T e . m omoa omoa k& d 'k dede dp e dp e oyl el X i
T T T T e A e A T B e e e e e A g I S i ) . . : g Pl Y
. T . . . P B T I A M M A M A A MM AN ’ . - o
T T T el e e e e e 3 *
' e T v ' ' e T A 'y
r r o r e ror o
' ' ' r r ' ' ] f e T . o e e e ]
e f ' ' T T *
' ' r ' . . o ' T T oo s
. . . s
. G
e e o P P o M,
' . . . o T e
L ' ' ' ' R e el R T T
. ' o r [ P T T S o o g i
= ' o ' ' oo ror M e A AR e .rk#k##}.####}.#}.}.k}.&l.l.l.ll.li
-- ---- ' ' - ' ] [ ] ] -- 1-1 lll.bbbll.bb-‘.‘.‘*}-*}-**}-**
' 1- L] 1 1 1 -- ----
. . . ..
. . e ' T
' r ' ' ' ' SRR oo R N R n.-l.-.-.r.v.r.r.r.r.....v......_...........t.r...........-_
' ' ' . [ I T rr om o momor omomomoaoa k dod dododrodd doik
. . . . . . . . . . . et T, T T T T T Sy S e S i i i
Tt . . . . . e T T T T T T R O N A N N N N N N N e o ) ]
. P . . . T T N N N W R S s
L. . . ' T T T T N N Y T I N ol o el Sl -
' . . . . . . . . . T T T T T T T e e A T o ' ]
e e e e e e e e e T T T T T T e e s T ST T s s s e e e e W 'S
L T T T T e e e
T T ' ' ' r ' P A R *
' ' ' f f ' ] f R ]
. f ' ' et T e R R a koA dr & A oo
. ' T T N '
' ' ' ' T T [ e S A S A i i
' ' ' ' ' f ' o voete T T T R R N N A N ('3
. oo ' o a b d & M dro g -
' ' T ' ' et I B R I R R N .-.._...._.....l. AL BN &
v ' ' . R R R e N }.}..14}.}.}.41}.4]}.4444#4}4{4‘4 '
' ' T T r o e T Sl oy o e M M N ] -
' SN e S o o N L L AL A 'y
' f ' ' r ' T R R T T T T e e e e S il i ' ]
. ST . e e T Ty e g Yo i ag Y Ty i T )
' ' . ' s e T e T a2 h & oa B E S dr O dp dp dr dp by iy ol oy ol ol el ol ol il -
' oot et S e e e N a a T a  a Pt
1 o 1 1 ' 1 [ '] ) r ' 1 ' L T T ' ] " .r“ & “ .T“ Y * & “ .TH.TH.TH.rH.'.H}.”}-H}.Hl.”l-”*H*”*”*H*”}-”*”‘.”‘-“‘”*“*‘. ‘-‘l.
. . -
' o . e LT LT wo e o e e e e e e *
r ' ' ' ' ' et de e e e e e  a  ae *
f ' ' f ' ' T ' ' T r R S S S e e e e S M N M N ) -
' . . . . . e . . Fom & oa b om & om dede dede o de dp dp o dp dp oy dp e dp ol ol dp b el ol
T O O I S S o Sl S o e i i e
. . . . . L T, P T T T T T T Sl Tl S S e e e e e I ]
T T T N T T R R R T i o S S i e e i g g i g il
. L. e T O I T T e el S e o T o 8
v ' v ' ' R R R R R B T T T I o I e e e e e e e e S i
' . . . . . T T T T T T T T T T I I S e e e g o
T S T T T T T T T S i Rl il
. . . . . . . . . T T T e N T T I S o i e o e e e e Sy il
e . . . . . . . e e e e e T T T T T T T T T T e s e e e e F e e aa e dr o h ko d o de dodr de de dpodp o O iy dp oW
. . R . . . . ' . R R . . T T T T T T o e e e e S A S e e e T o
. T T I I T T T T T S i S e i S e ar o d
. . PR P . s o« &2 B s« & = s+ % = 2 % = 2 % x « 1 L 1 1 F F r r s & 8 a8 aaaadadird iddodrdrdrdrdrdrodrdroirdr

x
Al HFHI! ]

FY

]
L
)

x
A
oA ]

heooh

X
HI
-

A



	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

