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(57) ABSTRACT

A new cultivar of Veronica plant, ‘Pink Bomb’, that 1s char-

acterized by 1ts tflowers that are deep pink 1n color, 1ts compact
inflorescences with numerous tlowers, and 1ts strong, tall
stems making 1t desirable for cut flower use.
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Botanical classification: Veronica hybrid.
Variety denomination: ‘Pink Bomb’.

CROSS REFERENCE TO A RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s co-pending with a U.S. Plant Patent
Application filed for a plant derived from the same breeding,

program that1s entitled Veronica Plant Named Purple Explo-
sion” (U.S. Plant patent application Ser. No. 13/815,250).

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Veronica plant of hybrid origin and will be referred to
hereinafter by 1ts cultivar name, ‘Pink Bomb’. The new cul-
tivar of Veronica 1s a hardy herbaceous perennial grown for
landscape and cut tlower use.

The new cultivar of Veronica was discovered as a naturally
occurring whole plant mutation by the Inventor in a seed bed
at his nursery 1n July of 2010 1n Haarlem, The Netherlands.

The exact parentage 1s unknown, however the seeds were

collected, pooled, and sown from open pollinated plants of
‘Pink Explosion’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 22,592), ‘Blue Explo-

sion” (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 22,497), and ‘Blue Bomb” (U.S.
Plant Pat. No. 22,509).

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by stem cuttings by the Inventor in August of 2010 in
Haarlem, The Netherlands. Asexual propagation by stem cut-
tings and division has shown that the characteristics of the
new cultivar are stable and reproduce true to type 1n succes-
s1ve generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes 1n combination distinguish ‘Pink Bomb’ as a new
and unique cultivar of Veronica.
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1. ‘Pink Bomb’ exhibits flowers that are deep pink in color.

2. ‘Pink Bomb’ exhibits compact inflorescences with

numerous tlowers.

3. ‘Pink Bomb’ exhibits strong, tall (55 to 60 cm 1n length)

stems making 1t desirable for cut flower use.

‘Pink Bomb’ can be most closely compared to 1ts possible
parent plants, ‘Pink Explosion’, ‘Blue Explosion’, and ‘Blue
Bomb’. ‘Pink Explosion’ differs from ‘Pink Bomb’ 1n having
lighter pink flowers and in having shorter stems (45 to 50 cm
in length). ‘Blue Explosion’ differs from ‘Pink Bomb’ 1n
having blue flowers and in having slightly taller stems (60 to
65 cm 1n length). ‘Blue Bomb’ differs from ‘Pink Bomb’ 1n

having blue flowers and 1n having shorter stems (35 to 40 cm
in length). ‘Pink Bomb’ can also be compared to ‘Purple
Profusion’. ‘Purple Profusion’ differs from ‘Pink Bomb’ 1n

having deep purple-pink flowers and 1n having taller stems
(70 to 75 cm 1n length).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying colored photographs 1llustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new
Veronica. The photographs were taken of a plant about two
years 1n age as grown outdoors 1n a field in Haarlem, The
Netherlands and placed 1n a pot for the photographs.

The photograph 1n FIG. 1 provides a side view of ‘Pink
Bomb’ 1n bloom.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a close up view of the
inflorescences of ‘Pink Bomb’.

The photograph 1n FI1G. 3 provides a close up view of a leat
of ‘Pink Bomb’. The colors in the photograph may differ
slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed botanical
description, which accurately describe the colors of the new
Veronica.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of the new cultivar
as observed for a plant about 2-years-old as field grown out-
doors in August in Haarlem, The Netherlands. The phenotype
of the new cultivar may vary with variations in environmental,
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climatic, and cultural conditions, as 1t has not been tested
under all possible environmental conditions. The color deter-
mination 1s 1n accordance with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart

of The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England, except

Flower description:

Inflorescence type—Compound terminal raceme.

Lastingness of inflorescence.—About 2 months 1n the
garden.

Lastingness as a cut flower.—About 2 weeks.

where general color terms of ordinary dictionary significance > _ . . .
are used. [njz’;);’(ifence size.—21.7 cm 1n height and 12.7 cm 1n
General deSf:rlptlol}: _ Flower type —Campanulate.
Blooming period —About 8 weeks from mid summer to Flower number—About 1,500 per inflorescence.
early autumn 1n The Netherlands. " Flower fragrance.—None.
Plant type—Herbaceous Perenmal. Flower buds.—QOvate 1n shape, about 4.5 mm 1n length
Plant habit.—Upright with strong, erect stems. and 2.5 mm 1n diameter, color 68C to 68D.
Height and spread.—Reaches about 55 c¢m in height Flower size—About 8 mm 1n depth and 7 mm 1n diam-
(including peduncles) and about 17.5 cm in spread. Pefiﬁicles About 21.2 cm in length and 3 mm in
Hardiness.—At least hardy in U.S.D.A. Zone 4. T '
15 . . N .
sze::*ases.—hNo ]fartic:llljlar suzceptibility or resistance to ;Zi[lllll’eg Lmairgvz ?;;?:E;lg 2}%‘1{150115[?51}11; ilsles?;i;[;y
Ro olz‘sfiiiiizp?;m.ei}?bi;z:ﬁa | 1§7§ hm color, surface sparsely covered with very
: SRS : short hairs.
Pmpa%arzon.—Dwésmn and stem cutlings. Pedicels.—An average of 1.5 mm 1n length and 0.5 mm
Growth rate.—M te. T ' -

Stem d}f;{;jﬂp;i; o 20 in width, held at an average angle ot 60°, strong 1n
Shape —Roﬁnd strength, 137C 1n color, surface sparsely covered with
Stem (;OZOK—14£))C. - jery Sl?{jrt hai‘rs. " cr enoth and
Stem size.—Average of 33.8 cm in length and 5 mm in azy A O(tl“‘_ite mt shape, average ol 2 mm in length an

diameter. mm 1n diameter.
25 : : :
Stem surface.—Slightly glossy and densely pubescent, Sep {;ﬁl'l_i’ a]:;iuailociii ;nil ;Eg;g;hciﬁff 111;11718111 L‘ilaltgll[ll'le!
hairs an average length of 0.5 mm and 157D 1n color. ﬁpperg alﬁjlower urface color 137Bj o 137!(: Lo
Branchi ber.—A f2. ﬂ >
B;zzi kizg zizr EiBm;fg?ngge E'om the hase surfaces dull and smooth, narrow ovate 1n shape,

Foliage description: | | . acute apex, cuneate base with lower 5% fused, entire
T eaf division —Simnle. margin.

Liz§ aiij;;zm en;mpoepposite Petals.—4, oblanceolate 1n shape, broadly acute apex,
Leaf shape —Nan.*owly ovate | campanulate, lower 40% fused, entire margin, color
Leaf size—An average of 9.6 cm in length and 3.2 cm of upper and lower surface when opening; between

length when mature. s 65A and 68C, color of upper and lower surface when

Leaf number.—Average of 16 per lateral branch.

Leaf base.—Short attenuate.

Leaf apex—Acute.

Leaf margin—Serrate, average of 4.5 teeth per cm.
Leaf venation.—Pinnate, upper side 144 A, lower side

tully open; between 65A and 65C, fading to 65D, up
to 5 mm 1n length and 2 mm 1n width, dull and smooth
on upper and lower surface.

Reproductive organs:

Gynoecium.—1 Pistil, 8 mm 1n length, style 1s about 7.5

1441 40 mm 1n length and 72B 1n color, stigma 1s clavate in

fef sfuceUpper nd lower s moderaly - Sarend 15D o color gy b 4 nclor
glossy, PP surlace smoch, lower surlace sparse!y length and 65D 1n colér anthers are dorsifixed and
covered with very short hairs an average of 0.3 mm 1n ollintic in shane. about 23111111 Teneth and N74D in
length and to small to be measured with RHS-CC. ¢ P e &

Internode length.—An average of 4.3 cm.
Leaf color—Mature upper surface 147B, mature lower

color, pollen 1s low 1n quantity and 11D 1n color.
Fruit—Fruit and seed production was not observed
under the conditions tested.

surface; 147B, young upper surface; 143A, young
lower surface; 143B.
Leaf attachment—Sessile. 50
Petioles.—V-shaped, average of 3 mm 1n width and 2
mm 1n height, 144 A in color, surface pubescent. I I

It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct variety of Veronica plant designated
‘Pink Bomb’ as described and illustrated herein.
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