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Botanical classification: Nandina domestica.
Variety denomination: ‘Lemon-Lime’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Nandina domestica and will be referred to hereafter by 1ts
cultivar name, ‘Lemon-Lime’. ‘Lemon-Lime’ 1s a new culti-
var of Nandina shrub grown for use as a landscape plant.

The new cultivar was discovered as a single unique plant by
the Inventor 1n May of 2004 1n Locustville, Va. The Inventor
collected and sowed seeds from open-pollinated plants of
Nandina domestica ‘Aurea’ (not patented) in December of
2002. The new cultivar was selected as a single unique plant
from the resulting seedlings 1n 2004.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by the inventor using terminal stem cuttings in
November o1 2006 1n Locustville, Va. Asexual propagation by
softwood stem cutting and in vitro propagation has been
determined that the characteristics of ‘Lemon-Lime’ are
stable and reproduced true to type in successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar as grown
outdoors 1n trial beds and in containers in Locustville, Va.
These attributes in combination distinguish ‘Lemon-Lime’ as
a unique cultivar of Nandina.

1. ‘Lemon-Lime’ exhibits short leaf internodes resulting in

a very compact plant habat.

2. ‘Lemon-Lime’ exhibits new leaves that are chartreuse in
color and remain chartreuse 1n the outer regions of the
plant that are exposed to bright sunlight above contrast-
ing green foliage on the interior region of the plant that
1s shaded.

3. ‘Lemon-Lime’ typically does not bloom and only a few
rare flowers have been observed.

‘Aurea’, the parent plant of ‘Lemon-Lime’ 1s similar to

‘Lemon-Lime’ 1n foliage coloration, however ‘Aurea’ differs
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from ‘Lemon-Lime’ 1n having a less compact plant habit and
in producing flowers. ‘Lemon-Lime’ can be most closely
compared to the cultivars ‘Gulfstream’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No.
5,656) and ‘Compacta’ (not patented). Both ‘Gulistream’ and
‘Compacta’ are similar to ‘Lemon-Lime’ 1n having a compact
plant habit. Both ‘Gulistream’ and ‘Compacta’ differ from
‘Lemon-Lime’ 1n having foliage with new foliage that 1s red

tinged and mature foliage that 1s green. ‘Compacta’ also dii-
ters from ‘Lemon-Lime’ 1n producing blooms and fruit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of three year-old
plants of the new Nandina as grown outdoors in 3-gallon
containers in Locustville, Va.

The photograph 1n FI1G. 1 1llustrates the overall appearance
of ‘Lemon-Lime’.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the
toliage and plant habit of ‘Lemon-Lime’.

The colors in the photographs are as close as possible with
the digital photography techniques utilized and the color val-
ues cited 1n the detailed botanical description accurately
describe the colors of the new Nandina.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of 1 year-old plants
of the new cultivar as grown outdoors 1n 2-liter containers 1n
Locustville, Va. with additional imformation provided as
observed on plants 6 years in age as grown 1n a trial bed 1n
Locustville, Va. The phenotype of the new cultivar may vary
with variations 1n environmental, climatic, and cultural con-
ditions, as it has not been tested under all possible environ-
mental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n accordance
with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticul-
tural Society, London, England, except where general color
terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
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General description:

Plant type.—Evergreen to semi-evergreen shrub.

Plant habit.—Compact, upright stem with dense foli-
age.

Height and spread.—Reaches about 36 inches 1n height
and 42 inches 1n width after si1x years 1n the landscape,
1 year-old plants 1n a one-gallon container reach about
25 cm 1n height and 45 ¢cm 1n width.

Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 7 to 10.
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Leaflet venation.—Pinnate, not conspicuous, matches
leat color on upper surface, mid rib 1s slightly pro-
truding on lower surface.

Leaflet margins.—Entire.

Leaflet surface.—Glabrous on upper and lower surface.

Leaf size.—Average of 15 cm 1n length and 25 cm 1n
width.

Leaflet size.—Average of 4 cm 1n length and 1.5 cm 1n
width.

Leaflet color—Newly expanded leaves and mature
leaves 1n full sunlight upper surface; a blend of 1A
with 145C near base and midrib, newly expanded
leaves and mature leaves 1n full sunlight lower sur-
face; a blend of 1B and 145C, leaves 1n shaded areas
upper surface; 137B and aging to N137A, mature
leaves lower surface; 138B and aging to 137D, {fall
color; not distinct, outer leaves 145C on upper surface
and N137A on lower surface, inner leaves N137A on
upper surface and 137D on lower surface.

Petioles.—Average of 25 cm 1n length and 2 mm 1n
diameter, 144 A to 144B 1n color, surface 1s glabrous
and dull, clasping base 5 mm 1n width and length.

Petiolules.—Primary; average of 16 cminlength and 1.5
mm 1n width, 144 A to 144B 1n color, surface 1s gla-
brous and dull, secondary; average of 10 cm 1n length
and 1 mm 1n width, 144 A to 144B 1n color, surface 1s
glabrous and dull.

Inflorescence description: Blooms are very rare, typically
plants of the new cultivar do not bloom, a few blooms were
30 ©observed in June of 2010 however data was not collected.
It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Nandina plant named
‘Lemon-Lime’ as herein 1llustrated and described.

Diseases and pests.—No particular resistance or sus- 10
ceptibility to diseases or pests has been observed.

Root description.—Fibrous, outward spreading by
underground rhizomes has not been observed.

Propagation.—Basal stem cuttings and tissue culture.

Growth rate.—Moderate. 13

Stem description:

Cane shape.—Comprised of clasping petioles.

Stem strength.—Strong.

Stem color.—144A to 144B.

Stem size.—Average of 11 cm in length and 9 mm in 29
width.

Stem surface.—Smooth.

Stem aspect.—Upright.

Internode length.—2 mm.

Branching.—Un-branched. 25

Foliage description:

Leaf shape.—QOvate overall.

Leaf division.—Tri-pinnate, with an average of 41 leal-
lets.

Leaf arrangement.—Alternate.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate.

Leaflet base.—Cuneate.

Leaflet apex.— Attenuate.

Leaflet fragrance.—None. I I
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