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Botanical classification: Thuja occidentalis.
Varietal denomination: ‘Golden Brabant’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Thuja occidentalis and will be referred to hereafter by 1ts
cultivar name, ‘Golden Brabant’. ‘Golden Brabant® repre-
sents a new cultivar of northern white cedar, an evergreen tree
grown for landscape use.

The mventor discovered this new Thuja (un-patented) as a

naturally occurring branch mutation of ‘Brabant’ (not pat-
ented) that was growing in a container at his nursery in sum-
mer of 2004 1n Stroe, The Netherlands.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by softwood cuttings in Stroe, The Netherlands in
October 2004 by the Inventor. Further asexual propagation by
soltwood cuttings has determined that the characteristics of
this cultivar are stable and are reproduced true to type in
successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes 1n combination distinguish ‘Golden Brabant’ as a
unique cultivar of Thuja occidentalis.

1. ‘Golden Brabant” exhibits yellow-green foliage.

2. ‘Golden Brabant’ 1s densely branched.

3. ‘Golden Brabant’ exhibits a compact narrowly ovate to

slightly columnar plant habat.

The parent plant of ‘Golden Brabant’, ‘Brabant’, differs
from ‘Golden Brabant’ in having a more open plant habit, less
dense branching, and foliage that 1s more yellow in color.
‘Golden Brabant” can be most closely compared to the culti-
vars ‘Yellow Ribbon’ (not patented), ‘Thusidl’ (U.S. Plant
Pat. No. 22,003), and ‘Golden Anne’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No.
24,012) “Yellow Ribbon’ differs from ‘Golden Brabant’ in
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having a relatively loose habit, being moderately branched
and 1n having foliage more yellow 1n color. ‘Thusidl’ differs
from ‘Golden Brabant” in having yellow foliage only on the
new growing tips, in having a more columnar plant habit, and
in having finer textured foliage. ‘Golden Anne’ differs from
‘Golden Brabant’ 1n having a broader plant habait; ovate to
conical, rather than narrowly ovate to slightly columnar.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The plant and plant parts depicted 1n the accompamed
photographs illustrate the characteristics of ‘Golden Bra-
bant’. The photographs were taken of six year-old plants
grown outdoors 1n 30-liter containers in Stroe, The Nether-
lands.

FIG. 1 provides an overall view of the habit and dense
branching of ‘Golden Brabant’.

FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the foliage of ‘Golden
Brabant’. The colors in the photographs are as close as pos-
sible with the photographic and printing technology utilized.
The color values cited 1n the detailed botanical description
accurately describe the colors of the new Thuja.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of the new cultivar
as taken from si1x year-old plants as grown outdoors 1n 30-liter
containers 1n Stroe, The Netherlands with average day tem-
peratures ranging from 10° to 20° C. and average night tem-
peratures ranging from 1° to 12° C. The phenotype of the new
cultivar may vary with variations in environmental, climatic,

and cultural conditions, as 1t has not been tested under all
possible environmental conditions. The color determination
1s 1n accordance with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The
Royal Horticultural Society, London, England, except where
general color terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used.
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General description:

Plant type.—Conilerous, evergreen, tree for landscape
use.

Growth habit.—Broad upright, compact, narrowly ovate
to slightly columnar with dense branching.

Height and spread—An average of 81.5 cm 1n height
and 49 c¢cm 1n width.

Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 6 to 9.

Diseases and pests —No unmique susceptibility or resis-
tance to pests and diseases has been observed.

Environmental.—High tolerance to wind and rain.

Root description.—Fibrous, moderately branched,
moderately thick, about 174 A 1n color.

Growth rate.—Moderate, grows an average of 15 cm per
year as grown 1n The Netherlands.

Propagation.—Soltwood cuttings.

Stem description:

Main stems.—lypically one, an average of 70 cm 1n
length and 1 cm 1n diameter as measured 10 cm from
the tree base, round 1n shape, bark N199B 1n color,
glossy and smooth surface.

Branch shape—Rounded.

Branch size—Average 01 25.6 cmin length and 3 mm 1n
diameter.

Branch surface—Moderately glossy and smooth and
covered with scale-like leaves.

Branching—Very 1Ireely branching, average of 42
branches per main stem, an average of 20 branchlets
per branch, each with an average of 12 secondary
branchlets.

Branch and branchlet arrangement.— Alternate.

Branch strength—Strong.
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Internode length.—Average of 1.3 cm.

Branch and branchlet color.—One vyear-old stems;
N144A to N144B.

Foliage description:

Leaf arrangement—QOpposite.

Leaf attachment.—Sessile.

Leaf shape —Linear, scale-like.

Leaf division.—Simple.

Leaf base.—Cuneate.

Leaf apex—Caudate.

Leaf venation.—Not visible.

Leaf margins —Entire.

Leaf fragrance.—When crushed, scale-like leaves pro-
duce a very strong pleasant smell typical fragrance of
Thuja occidentalis.

Leaf surface—Upper and lower surfaces; smooth,
glossy.

Leaf color.—Immature upper and lower surfaces; 151C
to 151D, mature upper and lower surfaces; 144A to
144B, older mature foliage becomes 143 A to 143B.

Leaf size—An average of 3.5 mm in length and 1.5 mm
in width.

Leaf quantity.— Average of 10,000 scale-like leaves per
lateral branch.

Leaf glands — Average o1 0.5 mm 1n diameter, orbicular
in shape and 152D 1n color.

Cone description: Neither male nor female cones have been
observed.
It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Thuja plant named
‘Golden Brabant” as herein illustrated and described.
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