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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct Spirea cultivar named ‘BL0O601” 1s dis-
closed, characterized by distinctive green foliage with a
greyed-purple cast, change to red-orange 1n the fall. Plants are
compact, sporadically bloom throughout the growing season
and show an increased tolerance for foliar diseases. The new

cultivar 1s a Spirea, suitable for ornamental garden purposes.
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Latin name of the genus and species: Spirea bumalda.
Variety denomination: ‘BLO0O601°.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The new cultivar 1s a product of a planned breeding pro-
gram. Seeds collected by the inventor, Robert Lee, were
planted and seedlings observed for interesting horticultural
variations. Actual parentage 1s unknown, as the collected
seeds were the result of open pollination of various Spirea
buldama varieties.

The new vanety was selected by the inventor and first
propagated by soltwood cuttings at a commercial nursery in
Independence, La. The 1nitial propagation showed the muta-
tion to be stable and additional generations were propagated,
also by softwood cuttings. Multiple generations have been
reproduced since approximately May 2004, and have shown
that the unique features of this cultivar are stable and repro-
duced true to type.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The cultivar ‘BL0O601° has not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
somewhat with variations in environment such as tempera-
ture, day length, and light intensity, without, however, any
variance 1n genotype. The following traits have been repeat-
edly observed and are determined to be the umique character-
1stics of ‘BL0O601° These characteristics in combination dis-
tinguish ‘BLLO601 as a new and distinct Spirea cultivar:

1. Green foliage with a greyed-purple cast that persists

during the growing season.

2. Compact growth habat
3. Red-orange fall foliage color
4. Increased tolerance for foliar diseases.

5. Repeat sporadic blooming throughout the growing sea-
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COMPARISON TO PARENT VARIETY

Parent varieties are unknown.

COMMERCIAL COMPARISON

‘BLO601" can be compared to the commercial variety
Spirea bumalda ‘Anthony Waterer’ (unpatented). Plants of
the new cultivar ‘BL0601” are similar to plants of ‘Anthony
Waterer’ 1n most horticultural characteristics, however, plants
of the new cultivar ‘BL0601” produce foliage with a distinc-
tive greyed-purple cast not found on ‘Anthony Waterer’.
Additionally, the mature plant height of the new variety 1s
approximately two to three feet, whereas mature plants of
‘Anthony Waterer’ are typically three to six feet tall. Flower
color of ‘BLO0O601° 1s sigmificantly lighter than ‘Anthony
Waterer’.

‘BL0O601’ can also be compared to the commercial variety
Spirea bumalda ‘Galen’ U.S. Plant Pat. No. 21,712. Plants of
the new cultivar ‘BL0601” are similar to plants of this com-
parator 1n most horticultural characteristics, however, plants
of the new cultivar ‘BL0601’ have foliage that emerges and
maintains a green with greyed-purple tones, and changes to
red-orange in the Fall, whereas ‘Galen’ has foliage that starts
brownish-red, matures to green, and stays green in the Fall.
Additionally, plants of *‘BLLO601” are overall larger and better
resistant to heat than this comparator.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph 1n FIG. 1 1llustrates in full

color a typical plant of *‘BL0601° grown outdoors in Alabama.
Theplantis approximately 2 years old, and 1s shown in a three
gallon container.
The photograph was taken using conventional techniques
and although colors may appear different from actual colors
due to light reflectance it 1s as accurate as possible by con-
ventional photographic techniques.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart 2001 except
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where general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used. The following observations and measurements describe
‘BLO601° plants grown outdoors in Loxley, Ala. Plants are
approximately 3 years old, in a 3 gallon nursery container.
Measurements and numerical values represent averages of 3

typical plant types.
Botanical classification: Spirea bumalda ‘BLO601".

PROPAGATION
10
Time to 1nitiate rooting: Approximately 15 days at approxi-
mately 22° C. from softwood cuttings.
Root description: Fine, fibrous young roots, well branched.

PLANT 15

Growth habit: Compact shrub. Dense. Slow to moderate
growth rate.

Height: Approximately 35 cm.

Plant spread: Approximately 72 cm.

Branching characteristics: Well branched, approximately 20
primary branches from center of plant, angled approxi-
mately 45°. Each primary branches has 4 to 6 lateral
branches.

Primary branches:

Length of primary branches.—Approximately 20 to 35
cm.

Diameter of primary branches.—Approximately 0.4
cm.

Primary branch strength.—Very strong, average flex-
1bility, not brittle.

Primary branch color—Near RHS Greyed-Purple
183B.

Primary branch texture—Mostly smooth. Irregular
steaks of cracking of bark, showing coloration under-
neath near Green 143C.

Lateral branches:

Length of lateral branches.—Approximately 9 to 15 cm.

Number of lateral branches.—Approximately 4 to 6
main lateral branches per primary branch.

Diameter of lateral branches.—Average 0.25 cm.

Lateral branch strength.—Very strong, flexible.

Lateral branch color—Near RHS Greyed-Purple
N86C, wide streaks Greyed-Orange 173B.

Lateral branch texture.—Smooth.

Number of leaves per lateral branch.—Average 12.

Internode length.—Average 0.8 cm.

Age of plant described: Approximately 2 years.
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FOLIAG!
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Leat:
Type.—Simple.
Arrangement.—Alternate.
Average length.—Approximately 3.5 cm.
Average width.—Approximately 1.6 cm.
Shape of blade.—Oval.
Apex.—Acute.
Base.—Broad attenuate.
Attachment.—Stalked.
Margin.—Crenate.
lexture of top surface.—Glabrous.
lexture of bottom surface.—Glabrous.
Foliage scent.—None.
Color.—Young foliage upper side: Near RHS Greyed-

Purple N186B. Young foliage under side: Near RHS
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Green 137B, heavily flushed Greyed-Purple N186C.
Mature foliage upper side: Near RHS Green 137A.
Mature foliage under side: Near RHS Green 138A.

Venation.—IType: Pinnate. Venation color upper side:
Near RHS Yellow-Green 144B. Venation color under
side: Near RHS Yellow-Green 144C.

Petiole.—ILength: About 0.3 cm. Diameter: About 0.15
cm. Color: Near RHS Yellow-Green 144B.

FLOWER

Bloom period:
Natural season.—ILate Spring.
Flower:
Arrangement.—Umbellate corymbs of rotate flowers.
Intlorescence:
Diameter.— Approximately 7.0 cm.
Height—Approximately 5.0 cm.
Peduncle:
Length.—Average 2.3 cm.

Diameter—0.2 cm.
Color—Near RHS Yellow-Green 145B, flushed with

Greyed-Purple 183D.

lexture.—Finely pubescent.

Aspect.—Straight to very slightly curved, approximately
35° angle from stem.

Flowers:

Depth.—Average 0.3 cm.

Diameter—Average 0.6 cm.

Facing direction.—Outwardly and upwardly facing.

Persistent or self-cleaning.—Petals self cleaming, calyx
persistent.

Fragrance.—Faint.

Petals:

Length.—Approximately 0.45 cm.

Width.—Approximately 0.3 cm.

Apex—Broadly acute.

Shape of petal.—Obovate.

Petal margin.—Entire.

Petal arrangement.—Rotate.

Petal number.—5.

Petal texture.—Smooth.

Color.—Upper surface at first opening: Near RHS Red-
Purple 70A. Under surface at first opening: Near RHS
Red-Purple 70B. Upper surface at maturity: Near
RHS Red-Purple 70A. Under surface at matunity:
Near RHS Red-Purple 70B. Upper surface at fading;:
Near RHS Red-Purple N74C. Under surface at fad-
ing: Near RHS Purple 77C.

Bud:
Shape.—Dome.
Length.—0.3 cm.
Diameter—0.4 cm.
Color.—Near RHS Red-Purple 70A.

Calyx/sepals:
Quantity per flower—>5 sepals.
Shape.—Deltate.
Length.—0.2 cm.
Width.—0.3 cm.

Apex.—Acute.
Base.—Fused.
Margin.—Entire.
Texture.—Smooth.
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Color.—Upper Surface: Near RHS Green 137B, tip
Greyed-Purple N186B. Lower Surface: Near RHS
Green 137B, tip Greyed-Purple N186C.

Pedicel:

Length.—0.2 cm.

Diameter.—0.1 cm.

Color—Near RHS Green 138 A, faintly flushed Greyed-
Purple N186C.

lexture.—Soltly pubescent.

Color.—Upper Surface: Near RHS Yellow-Green 1438
with a flush of Greyed-Purple 185C. Lower Surtace:

Near RHS Yellow-Green 145B with a flush along
margins ol Greyed-Purple 185C.

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS

Stamens:
Number.—5.
Length.—0.4 cm, protruding prominently from flower.

Width.—0.1 cm.
Color—Near RHS Greyed-Purple N186B.

6

Anthers.—Length: Approximately 0.15 cm. Color: Near
RHS Greyed-Purple NI186A. Pollen: Moderate

amount observed.
Pistil:
5 Number.—3.
Length.—0.35 cm.
Style.—Length: 0.2 cm. Color: Near RHS Red-Purple
71C.
Stigma.—Iinear, colored near Red-Purple 71D.

to OTHER CHARACTERISTICS

Disease and pest resistance: Not observed to be susceptible
nor resistant to normal diseases and pests of Spirea bum-
alda.

15 Temperature tolerance: USDA Zone 6.

Fruit/seed production: Dry, follicle fruit. Approximately 0.2
cm 1n length, 0.15 cm wide. Colored near Grey-Brown
N199C. Seeds dustlike.

What 1s claimed 1s:

20 1. A new and distinct cultivar of Spirea plant named
‘BL.LO601" as herein 1llustrated and described.
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