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Latin name of the genus and species of the plant claimed:
Osteospermum ecklonis.

Varietal denomination: ‘OSTZ0003".

BACKGROUND OF THE NEW PLAN'T

The present invention comprises a new Osteospermum,
botanically known as Osteospermum ecklonis, and hereinai-
ter referred to by the variety name ‘OSTZ0003".

‘OSTZ0003” 15 a product of a planned breeding program.
The new cultivar *OSTZ0003” has yellow colored inflores-
cences held nicely above the foliage, medium-green foliage,
with early flowering and an excellent branched and compact

bushy habiat.

‘OSTZ0003” onginates from an open-pollinated hybrid-
ization made in August 2007 1 greenhouse 1n Andyk, The
Netherlands. The female parent was an unpatented, propri-
ctary plant i1dentified as ‘98-10" with bronze-yellow color,
with a later flowering habit and fewer branches when com-

pared to ‘OSTZ0003".
The male parent of ‘OSTZ0003” 1s unknown. The resultant
seed was sown 1 March 2008. ‘OSTZ0003° was selected as

one tlowering plant within the progeny of the stated cross 1n
August 2008 1n a greenhouse in Andijk, The Netherlands.
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The first act of asexual reproduction of ‘OSTZ0003” was =

accomplished when vegetative cuttings were propagated

from the 1nitial selection 1 August 2008 1n a greenhouse 1n
Andik, The Netherlands.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Horticultural examination of plants grown from cuttings of
the plant mitiated 1 August, 2008 in Andyk, The Nether-
lands, and continuing thereafter, has demonstrated that the
combination of characteristics as heremn disclosed {for
‘OSTZ0003” are firmly fixed and are retained through suc-
cessive generations ol asexual reproduction.

Plant Breeder’s Rights for this cultivar were applied for in

Canada on Nov. 1, 2011 (11-7413) and at the Communaity
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Plant Variety Oilice on Jul. 20, 2012 (2012/1620).
‘OSTZ0003” has not been made publicly available more than
one year prior to the filing of this application.

‘OSTZ0003” has not been observed under all possible envi-

ronmental conditions. The phenotype may vary significantly
with variations 1n environment such as temperature, light
intensity and day length.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are

determined to be basic characteristics of the new variety. The
combination of these characteristics distinguishes this
Osteospermum as a new and distinct variety.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographic drawing shows typical
flower and foliage characteristics of ‘OSTZ0003” with colors
being as true as possible with an 1llustration of this type. The

photographic drawing shows 1n FIG. 1 a lowering plant of the
new variety and 1n FIG. 2 a close-up of an inflorescence.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The plant measurements and descriptions were taken 1n
Enkhuizen, The Netherlands, 1n early September 2012 using
plants that were growing 1n a field trial and were about 27
weeks ol age.

The aforementioned photograph for FIG. 1 was taken 1n
Enkhuizen, The Netherlands in April 2011. The plants were

growing in 10 cm pots in a greenhouse trial and were about 13
weeks of age. The atorementioned photograph for FI1G. 2 was

taken 1n Gilroy, Calif. in April 2011. The plants used were
growing 1n 4.5 inch pots 1n a greenhouse trial and were about
13-14 weeks of age.

Color references are made to The Royal Horticultural Soci-
ety Colour Chart (R.H.S.) 2001.
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TABLE 1
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE NEW VARIETY “‘OSTZ0003’
AND A SIMILAR VARIETY
“Ira Yel’
"“OSTZ0003’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 20,178)

Branching habit: More branches Fewer branches
Flowering response: Earlier Later
Inflorescence size: Smaller Larger

Plant:
Form, growth and habit—Compact and bushy growth
habit with a moderately tight canopy of branches,
with the inflorescences held well above the foliage.

Plant height.—About 23.0 cm.
Plant height (inflorescence included).—About 33.0 cm.
Plant width—About 44.0 cm.
Roots:
Number of days to initiate and develop roots.—24-27
days at about 22 degrees C.
1vpe —Fine, fibrous, free branching.
Color—RHS N155B but whiter.
Foliage:
Arrangement.—Alternate, simple.
Immature, leaf color, upper surface—RHS 146B.
Immature, leaf color, lower surface.—RHS 146C.
Mature, leaf coloy, upper surface—RHS 146A.
Mature, leaf color, lower surface—RHS 146B.
Length.—3.5-6.0 cm.
Width.—1.5-2.5 cm.
Shape.—Spathulate.
Base shape.—Attenuate.
Apex shape.—Obtuse.
Margin.—Dentate.
lexture, upper surface.—Shghtly rough but otherwise
glabrous.

lextures, lower surface.—Hirsutullous.
Color of veins, upper surface.—RHS 144B.

Color of veins, lower surface—RHS 144A.
Pattern of veining.—Pinnate.
Petiole color.—RHS 144B.
Length.—1-1.5 cm.
Diameter.—0.2 cm.
lexture —Glabrous.
Stem:

Quantity of main branches per plant.—About 5.
Color of stem.—RHS 14B to RHS 144C covered with

anthocyanins of a light hue of RHS 183D.

Length of stem.—18-20.0 cm.

Diameter.—0.4-0.6 cm.

Length of internodes.—0.5-1.5 cm.

lexture —Glabrous.

Color of peduncle—RHS 144B to RHS 144C covered
with anthocyanins of RHS N186D.

Length of peduncle.—6-12.0 cm.

Peduncle diameter.—0.3 cm.

lexture—(QGlabrous.

Inflorescence:

Tvpe —Compositate type, solitary inflorescences borne
terminally above foliage, with 2 whorls of ray florets.

Quantity of inflorescences per plant—About 40 with
about 30 buds.

Lastingness of individual blooms on the plant—About
1 week depending on temperature.

Fragrance.—None.
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Bud (just when opening/showing color):

Color—RHS 9B with a longitudinal stripe about
RHS166A down the middle.
Length.—1.0 cm.
d Width.—1-1.5 cm.

Shape.—Oblate.

Immature intlorescence:
Diameter.—3.5 cm.

Color of ray flovets upper surface—RHS 9A to RHS 9C

0 at the base.
Lower surface.—RHS 9A to RHS 9C with a broad lon-
gitudinal stripe of RHS 200D down the middle.
Length.—1.8-2.1 cm.
5 Width.—0.5 cm.

Mature intloresence:

Diameter—4.5-5.5 cm.

Depth.—1-1.3 cm.

lotal diameter of disc.—1.0 cm.

Receptacle color.—RHS 144C.

Receptacle height.—0.25 cm.

Receptacle diameter.—0.4 cm.

Ray florets:

Quantity of flovets.—13-17.

Color of flovets, upper surface—RHS 9A to RHS 9C
with small blotch of RHS 186D basally.

Color of florets, lower surface—RHS 9A with slight
blotches of about RHS 200D and RHS 1878 longitu-
dinally down the center.

Length.—2.4-2.6 cm.

Width.—0.6 cm.

Shape.—Elliptical.

Apex shape.—Obtuse.

Margin.—Entire.

lexture, upper surface.—Papillose.

lexture, lower surface.—Papillose.

Disc florets:

Average quantity of florets.—About 76.

Color of florets —RHS 155B with RHS 1D basally and
RHS 199C at the apex.

Length.—0.6-0."7 cm.

Width.—0.1-0.15 cm.

Shape.—Tubular, elongated.

Apex shape.—Acute, 5 pointed.

Phyllaries:

Quantity.—15-20.

Color, outer surface—RHS 146A.

Color, inner surface—RHS 146B.
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>0 Length.—1.1 cm.
Width.—0.1 cm.
Shape.—IL anceolate.
Apex shape.—Acute.
54 Base.—Fused.

Margins.—Entire.
lexture, outer surface.—Pubescent.
lexture, inner surface.—Glabrous.

Reproductive organs:
Gynoceium.—Pistil: 1. Length: 0.4 cm. Style color:

60
RHS 16D. Style length: 0.2 cm. Stigma color: RHS
9C with RHS 200A margins. Stigma shape:
Bi-parted. Ovary color: RHS 144B. Ovary length: 0.3
cm. Ovary diameter: 0.15 cm.

65 Androecium.—Stamens: 1. Color of filaments: RH

S
153D. Length filaments: 0.4 cm. Anther color: RHS
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200D. Anther length: 0.1 cm. Color of pollen: RHS What 1s claimed 1s:
17C. Pollen amount: Normal. 1. A new and distinct variety of Osteospermum plant
Fertility/seed set—Has not been determined to date. named ‘OSTZ0003” substantially as illustrated and described

Disease/pest resistance.—Has not been determined to herein.
5
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