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Botanical classification: Musa intinerans var. xishuang-
bannaens.
Cultivar designation: ‘MeKong Giant’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION >

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Musa intinerans var. xishuangbannaens Kknown as
‘MeKong Giant’, and 1s hereinatiter referred to as ‘MeKong
(Giant’. ‘MeKong Giant’ 15 a new cultivar of hardy banana
grown for landscape use.

The Inventor selected the new cultivar, ‘MeKong Giant’, as
a single unique plant 1n a seedbed at his nursery 1n Lowsville,
Ky. 1n 1993, The seedbed had been planted with 500 seeds
collected from an unnamed plant of Musa intinerans var.
xishuangbannaens. The male parent 1s unknown.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished utilizing root cuttings by the Inventor in Eustis, Fla. in
2003. Asexual reproduction by root cuttings and in vitro
propagation of the new cultivar has shown that the unique
teatures of ‘MeKong Giant” are stable and reproduced true to
type 1n successive generations.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

25

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes 1n combination distinguish ‘MeKong Giant” as a
new and unique cultivar of Musa.

1. ‘MeKong Giant’ exhibits large green leaves with red

coloration on the lower surface of the young leaves.

2. ‘MeKong Giant’ 1s very fast growing and of large stature;
reaches 3.6 to 9 m 1n height and about 3.6 to 6 m 1n
spread depending on growing conditions.

3. ‘MeKong Giant’ 1s very cold hardy and 1s hardy in
U.S.D.A. Zones 6 to 11.

4. ‘MeKong Giant’ exhibits thick trunks that are streaked
with dark pink to dark maroon with age.
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5. ‘MeKong Giant” exhibits large underground rhizomes
with new growth returning quickly from winter dor-
mancy.

‘MeKong Giant’ can be distinguished from 1ts female par-
ent, which differs from ‘MeKong Giant” in having trunks that
are light green 1n color and 1n having leaves that lack the red
coloration on the lower surface of the leaves. ‘MeKong Giant’
can be most closely compared to plants of the species Musa
basjoo that 1s similar in cold hardiness and Musa ‘Saba’ (not
patented) that 1s similar 1n producing large trunks. Plants of
Musa basjoo differs from ‘MeKong Giant’ in having green
trunks, in lacking red coloration on the lower surface of the
leaves, and 1n returning from dormancy less quickly. Musa
‘Saba’ differs from ‘MeKong Giant’ 1n being not as cold
hardy and in producing green trunks.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new Musa.

The photographs were taken of shoots emerged from 7 year-
old rhizomes as grown outdoors 1n a trial garden 1n Louisville,
Ky.

FIG. 1 provides a side view of plants of ‘MeKong Giant” in
summet.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a view of the lower leat
surface of new leaves of ‘MeKong Giant’.

The photograph 1 FIG. 3 provides a view of the trunk
coloration of ‘MeKong Giant’.

The colors in the photographs are as close as possible with
the photographic and printing technology utilized and the
color values cited in the Detailed Botanical Description accu-
rately describe the colors of the new Musa.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE
PLANT

The following 1s a detailed description of shoots emerged
from 7 year-old rhizomes as grown outdoors in a trial garden



US PP24,315 P2

3

in Louisville, Ky. The phenotype of the new cultivar may vary
with variations in environmental, climatic, and cultural con-
ditions, as it has not been tested under all possible environ-
mental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n accordance
with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticul-
tural Society, London, England, except where general color
terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.

General description:

Blooming period.—Mid to late summer 1 Louisville,
Ky.

Plant tvpe.—Deciduous, tropical, perennial, arise annu-
ally from rhizomes, new growth arises quickly from

winter dormancy.

Plant habit.—Upright, tufted leaves producing thick
stems from petioles (pseudostems).

Height and spread.—Reaches 3.6 to 9 m 1n height and
about 3.6 to 6 m 1n spread depending on growing
conditions.

Hardiness.—U.S.D.A. Zones 6 to 11.

Diseases and pests.—No diseases and pests problems
have been observed.

Roots.—Fleshy, emerge from corms and rhizomes.

Corms.—An average of 14 cm 1n width and 10 ¢cm 1n
depth, scaly and fibrous surface, primarily a blend of
199C and 200B 1n color.

Rhizomes.—Can grow upto 1.5mnlengthand 13 cmin
width, 199C 1n color with areas of 200A.

Propagation type.—In vitro propagation 1s preferred.

Growth rate.—Very vigorous.

Trunk description (pseudostem):

Trunk size.—An average of 80 cm 1n length and 2 cm 1n
width (with sheaths).

Trunk type.—Sturdy, surrounded by sheathed leaf peti-
oles.

Trunk color—131A, suffused with 166B becoming
heavily suffused with 183 A and 200A with age, espe-
cially near base.

Petioles.—Newly emerging; a color between N144A
and 1435A and sulcate, sheathing to base to comprise
trunk, free portion; about 15 cm in length 2 ¢cm 1n
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length, sheathed portion; length of trunk 1n length and
about 6 cm 1n width, defined by trunk color.

Petiole surface.—Glabrous and shiny, older free petioles
become papery with leaf blade dropand N199 1n color

with streaks of 203 A.

Foliage description:

New shoots.—An average of 20 cm 1n length and 1 cm 1n
width prior leaf unfurling, 145B 1n color.

Leaf shape.—Elliptic-lanceolate.

Leaf division.—Simple.

Leaf base.—Cuneate-rounded.

Leaf apex.—Acute.

Leaf venation.—Pinnate, mid rib 1s sulcate, upper sur-
face; a color between 138B and 138C, lower surface;
mid rib 1s conspicuous and protruding, 183B and
183C 1n color and blending with N144 A near base.

Leaf margins.—Entire, slightly undulating.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate.

Leaf arrangement.—Alternate with petioles sheathed.

Leaf surface.—Glabrous and satiny on upper surface and
glabrous and a sheen on lower surface.

Leaf orientation.—Emerge upright and become outward
at about a 45° angle when mature.

Leaf color—Newly emerged foliage; 138B onupper and
lower surface, maturing Ifoliage upper suriace;
N138B, maturing foliage lower surface; a blend of

146C and 146D and sutfused with 178 B, mature foli-
age upper surtace; N138B, mature foliage lower sur-
face; a blend of 146C and 146D.

Leaf size.—Average of 65 cm 1n length and 30 cm 1n

width.

Inflorescence description: The original plant of ‘MeKong
(Giant” has been observed by the inventor for 15 years and
flowers have not been observed.

Fruit and seed: The original plant of ‘MeKong Giant” has been
observed by the inventor for 15 years and fruit have not
been observed.
It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Musa plant named

‘MeKong Giant” as herein illustrated and described.
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