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(57) ABSTRACT

A new cultivar of Ginkgo, ‘Menhir’, that 1s characterized by
its narrowly upright (fastigiated ) plant habit, 1ts dense branch-
ing, its good response to transplanting with little growth loss
alter transplanting, and 1ts leaves that are dark green 1n color
with a glaucous coating.
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Botanical classification: Ginkgo biloba.
Variety denomination: ‘Menhir’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Ginkgo biloba and will be referred to hereafter by its
cultivar name, ‘Menhir’. ‘Menhir’ 1s a new cultivar of Ginkgo
tree grown for use as a landscape plant.

The Inventor discovered the new cultivar, ‘Menhir’ as a
naturally occurring whole plant mutation in a seedbed at his
nursery 1 Hazerswoude, The Netherlands in summer of
1996. The seedbed had been planted with seeds collected
from an unnamed open pollinated plant of Girnkgo biloba.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by grafting by the Inventor in Hazerswoude, The
Netherlands 1n 1998. Asexual propagation of the new cultivar
by grafting has been determined that the characteristics are
stable and are reproduced true to type in successive genera-
tions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar as grown
outdoors 1n Hazerswoude, The Netherlands. These attributes
in combination distinguish ‘Menhir’ as a unique cultivar of
Ginkgo.

1. ‘Menhir’ exhibits a narrowly upright (fastigiated) plant

habit.

2. ‘Menhir’ exhibits dense branching.

3. ‘Menhir’ responds very well to transplanting with little

growth loss after transplanting.
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4. ‘Menhir’ exhibits leaves that are dark green in color with
a glaucous coating.

The seed parent, an unnamed plant of Girkgo biloba, dif-
ters from ‘Menhir’ 1n having a wider plant habit and 1n having
dark green leaves that lack a glaucous coating. ‘“Menhir’ can
be most closely compared to the cultivars “Tit’ (not patented)
and ‘Fastigiata’ (not patented). Both are similar to ‘Menhir’ 1n
having upright plant habits. Both differ from ‘Menhir’ in
having looser and less branched plant habits, in having leaves
that lack a glaucous coating, and 1n exhibiting growth prob-
lems the first year after transplanting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photographs illustrates the
overall appearance and distinct characteristics of the new
‘Menhir’. The photographs were taken of a 2.5 year-old plant
of ‘Menhir’ as grown outdoors 1n a 10-liter container 1n Haz-
erswoude, The Netherlands.

The photograph in FIG. 1 provides a view of the plant habit
of ‘Menhir’.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the
foliage of ‘Menhir’.

The colors 1n the photograph are as close as possible with
the digital photography techniques available, the color values
cited 1n the detailed botanical description accurately describe
the colors of the new ‘Menhir’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of 2.5 year-old trees
of the new cultivar as field grown outdoors in October 1n
Hazerswoude, The Netherlands. Plants were grown under
average day temperatures of 12° to 30° C. and average night
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temperatures of 4° to 16° C. The phenotype of the new culti-
var may vary with variations in environmental, climatic, and
cultural conditions, as 1t has not been tested under all possible
environmental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n

accordance with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal

Foliage description:

Leaf shape.—Flabellate and slightly convex.
Leaf division.—Simple.
Leaf base.—Attenuate.

! _ 5 Leaf apex.—Clett.
Horticultural Society, London, England, except where gen- Leaf fragrance.—None.
gal collog tenl}sth ordinary dictionary significance are used. Leaf venation.—Parallel, upper surface 137A, lower
eneral description: face: 1371 10 137C.

Blooming period.—Flowers have not been observed to Lez;‘l’rma;:jms o A?lgulate-incise q
date, 1t may take many years of growth before 1t 7 SHS. Al '
blooms or not bloom at all. o eaj arrangement.— {ternate.

Plant type.—Deciduous tree. Leaf attachment. —Petlolgte. o

Plant habit—Narrowly upright; fastigiated, densely Leaf buds.—Bluntly deltoid to broadly conical 1n shape,
branched. ’ ’ an average 3 mm 1n length and 4 mm 1n diameter, a

Height and spread.—Has been observed to reach about blend of 194A and a color between 167A and N199C.
131 ¢m in height and about 31 ¢m in width when 2.5 15 Leaf surface—Smooth and dull on upper and lower
years i age, up to 5 min height and 1 m 1n width when surface.
mature in the landscape. Leaf size—Average of 6.1 cm 1n length and 6.9 cm 1n

Cold hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zone 3. width.

Diseases.—Have been observed to be disease free (typi- Leaf color—Young leaves upper surface; 144A, young
cal for plants of Ginkgo biloba). 20 leaves lower surface; 144A to 144B, mature leaves

Root description.—Fibrous, freely branched. upper surface; 137A with a glaucous coating of 189A,

Propagation.—Grafting. mature leaves lower surface; 137B to 1377C, fall upper

Growth rate.—Moderate to highly vigorous, responds a_ﬂd lower surface; a color between 8A and 13B. |
well to transplanting with good growth the first year Petioles. —Flattenfad I shape, average of 2.5 cm 1n
after transplanting (not typical for plants Girnkgo 2° length, 1.5 mm m height, 3 mm 1 width, color; 143A,
biloba). becoming 144 A at the base.

Stem description: Flower, fruit, and seed description: Flowers have not been
Shape.—Rounded. observed to date, 1t may take many years ot growth betore
Stem color—New growth NI144A, mature wood; it blooms or not bloom at all.

N199C. 30 Fruit and seeds.—Have not been observed.

Stem size.—Average lateral branch length 1s 30.3 cm 1n
length and 3 mm 1n diameter.

Stem surface.—Smooth and dull.

Stem strength.—Very strong.

Branching habit.—Average of 7 lateral branches. 3 I I

It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Ginkgo tree named ‘Men-
hir” as herein 1llustrated and described.
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