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Latin name of the genus and species: Pelargonium cordi-
folium.

Variety denomination: ‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The new cultivar 1s a product of chance discovery. The new
variety originated as a naturally occurring mutation of an
unpatented, unnamed variety of Pelargonium covdifolium.

The new variety was discovered by the iventor, Lance
Reiners, a citizen o the United States, on Aug. 13, 2009 1n the
home garden of the inventor 1n Santa Cruz, Calif. After 1den-
tifying the new variety as a potentially mteresting selection,
the inventor continued confidential testing and propagation of
‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’ for approximately 2 vyears,
assessing stability of the unique characteristics of this variety.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar ‘DONN’S
GOLDSTRIKE’ was first performed at a commercial nursery
in Watsonville, Calif. by vegetative cuttings in March o1 2010.
Access to all plants was restricted, as plants were kept 1n a
locked greenhouse not open to the public. Through subse-
quent propagation by vegetative cuttings, multiple genera-
tions have been reproduced, which have shown that the
unique features of this cultivar are stable and reproduced true

to type.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The cultivar ‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’ has not been
observed under all possible environmental conditions. The
phenotype may vary somewhat with variations in environ-
ment such as temperature, day length, and light intensity,
without, however, any variance 1n genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are
determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘DONN’S
GOLDSTRIKE. These characteristics in combination distin-
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guish ‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’ as a new and distinct Pel-
argonium cultivar: 1. Unique solid bright golden to light
chartreuse foliage color.

PARENT COMPARISON

Plants of the new cultivar ‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’ are
similar to the parent, Pelargonium cordifolium 1n most horti-
cultural characteristics. The new variety, however, produces a
slower growing plant that matures to a smaller size and pro-
duces less tlowers, compared to the parent. Additionally,
‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’ produces foliage that 1s bright
golden to light chartreuse compared to the parent’s green
foliage.

COMMERCIAL COMPARISON

‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’ 1s stmilar in most horticultural
characteristics to the variety Pelargonium cordifolium
‘CAROLINE’S CITRINE’, filed concurrently with this
application, application number unassigned. The two variet-
ies differ in foliage coloration. Whereas plants of ‘DONN’S
GOLDSTRIKE’ have solid colored foliage, ‘CAROLINE’S
CITRINE’ produces folaige with a green blotch 1in the center.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph 1n FIG. 1 1illustrates in full
color a typical plant of ‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’ grown 1n
a greenhouse 1n Watsonville, Calif. This plant 1s approxi-
mately 3 months old, shown planted in a 1 gallon pot. The
photograph was taken using conventional techniques and
although colors may appear different from actual colors due
to light reflectance 1t 1s as accurate as possible by conven-
tional photographic techmques.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart 2001, except
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where general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used. The following observations and measurements describe
‘DONN’S GOLDSTRIKE’ plants grown 1n a greenhouse 1n
Watsonville, Calif. Temperatures ranged from 8° C. to 20° C.
at night to 10° C. to 35° C. during the day. Temperatures
ranged from 10° C. to 25° C. atnightto 12° C.t0 37° C. during
the day. No artificial light, photoperiodic treatments were
given to the plants. Measurements and numerical values rep-
resent averages of typical plant types.

Botanical classification: Pelargonium cordifolium ‘DONN’S
GOLDSTRIKE".

PROPAGATTON

Time to 1mitiate roots: Approximately 15 days at approxi-
mately 25° C. so1l temperature.

Root description: Fine, fibrous. Color near Orange-White
158D.

PLANT

Growth habit: Upright tender perennial.
Height: Approximately 40 cm to top of foliar plane. 45 cm to
highest tlower.
Plant spread: Approximately 25 cm.
Pot size of plant described: Commercial 1 gallon.
Growth rate: Moderate.
Branching characteristics: Moderate branching after a pinch.
Length of primary lateral branches: Average 11 cm.
Diameter of lateral branches: 0.6 cm.
Quantity of primary lateral branches: Approximately 4.
Characteristics of primary lateral branches:
Form.—Round.
Color.—Near RHS Yellow-Green 144B.
lexture.—Pubescent.
Strength.—Moderately strong.
Internode length: Average 1.1 cm.
Age of plant described: Approximately 6 months.

FOLIAG.

T

Leat:
Arrangement.—Alternate.

Average length(excluding petiole)—Approximately
10.0 cm.

Average width.— Approximately 10.0 cm.

Shape of blade.—Cordate.

Aspect—Flat to somewhat undulating.

Apex—Acute.

Base —Cordate.

Margin.—Serrate.

Appearance.—Matte.

lexture of top surface.—Pubescent, soft, velvety.

lexture of bottom surface.—Pubescent, soft.

Color.—Young toliage upper side: Near Yellow-Green
N144A. Very, thin, irregular color on margin serration
tips of Red 53C. Young foliage under side: Near Yel-
low-Green 145C. 1377B. Very, thin, 1rregular color on
margin serration tips of Red 53C. Mature foliage
upper side: Near Yellow-Green N144B. Very, thin,
irregular color on margin serration tips of Red 53C.
Mature foliage under side: Near Yellow-Green 145C.
137B. Very, thin, irregular color on margin serration
tips of Red 53C.
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Venation:
1Iype —Pinnate.
Venation coloration upper side—Near Yellow-Green
144 A, blotches near petiole attachment Red 53C.
Venation coloration under side.—Near Yellow-Green
144D.
Petiole:
Length —Average 6.4 cm.
Width.— Approximately 0.35 cm.
Color—Near RHS Yellow-Green 144D, faint flush of
Red 53D.
Strength.—Very strong.
lexture—Pubescent.

INFLORESCENCE FLOWER

Natural flowering season: Spring through Summer.

Inflorescence and flower type and habit: Single occurring
flowers arranged 1n umbels emerging from leat axils.

Rate of flower opening: 7 to 10 days from bud to fully opened
flower.

Flower longevity on plant: About 5 to 7 days.

Persistent or seli-cleaning: Self-cleaning.
Buds:
Shape.—Oblong.
Length —Approximately 1.2 cm.
Diameter.—0.6 cm.
Color—Near RHS Yellow-Green 151A.
lexture—Pubescent.
Umbel size:
Diameter—7.0 cm.
Height—6.5 cm.
Flower size:
Diameter.—3.2 cm.
Length.—3.0 cm.
Corolla/petals:
Arrangement.—Rotate.
Petal quantity.—2 large petals, 3 small petals.
Large petals.—Length: 3.2 cm. Width: 1.1 cm.
Small petals.—Length: 2.3 cm. Width: 0.2 cm.
Large petal description:
lexture.—(Glabrous.
Appearance.—Shiny.
Apex—Obtuse, 2 lobes.
Base —Attenuate.
Shape.—Spatulate.
Margin—Entire.
Aspect—Slight downward reflex.
Color—When opening: Upper surface: Near RHS Red-
Purple N74C toward apex, becoming Red-Purple
N'74D at base. Stripes near RHS Purple N79B. Lower
surface: Near RHS Red-Purple N74C toward apex,
becoming Red-Purple N74D at base. Stripes near
RHS Purple N79B. Fully opened: Upper surface:
Near RHS Red-Purple N74C toward apex, becoming,
Red-Purple N74D at base. Stripes near RHS Purple
N79B. Lower surface: Near RHS Red-Purple N74C
toward apex, becoming Red-Purple N74D at base.
Stripes near RHS Purple N79B. Ageing: Upper sur-
face: Near RHS Red-Purple N74D. Stripes near RHS
Purple N79B. Lower surface: Near RHS Purple 75C.
Stripes near RHS Greyed-Purple N186D.
Small petal description:

lexture —Glabrous.
Appearance.—Very shiny.
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Apex—Acute. REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS
Base —Attenuate.
Shape.—I inear.
Margin.—Entire.

Stamens:
Number.—Approximately 7.

éf;if—\gﬁén opening: Upper surface: Near RHS : Filament length— Approximately Range between 1 to 2
Purple 75A. Lower surface: Near RHS Purple 75A. CHI.
Fully opened: Upper surface: Near RHS Purple 75B. Anthers:
Lower surface: Near RHS Purple 75B. Ageing: Upper Shape.—JL inear.
surface: Near RHS Purple 75C. Lower surface: Near " Length.— Approximately 0.1 cm.

ot/ Purple 75C. Color—Near RHS Red-Purple 60A.
YT EEPE S Pollen.—Moderate, colored near RHS Greyed-Orange

Quantity per flower—35.

Shape.—Narrow deltoid. NI70A.

Length.—1.5 cm. Pistil:

Width.—0.5 cm. 15 Number—1.

Apex.—Acute. Length—Approximately 2.2 cm.

Bas e..—Tn_mcate. Style.—Length: 1.6 cm. Color: Near RHS Red-Purple

Margin—Entire. 711
lexture —Pubescent, velvety. L _ . _ .
Color—Upper Surface: Near RHS Red-Purple 59B, 20 Stigma.—Shape: 5 parted linear. Color: Near RHS Red-

apex Yellow-Green N144B. Lower Surface: Near Purple 71A.
RHS Yellow-Green 151A, base Red-Purple 59B. Ovary.—Ovary Color: Near RHS Yellow-Green145C.
Peduncle: Ovary length: Approximately 0.4 cm.
Length— Average 1.2 cm. ] )
Diameter.—Approximately 0.3 cm. 25 OlHER CHARACIERISTICS
Color.—Near RHS Yellow-Green 144C.
Toxture —Pubescent. Disease resistance: Neither resistance nor susceptibility to the
Strength.—Moderate. normal diseases and pests of Pelargonium has been
Orientation.—Approximately 75 degree angle from leat observed.
axil. 30 Drought tolerance and cold tolerance: The new cultivar can
Pedicel: tolerate cold temperatures to approximately —1° C. and
Length—Average 1.2 cm. tolerates an upper temperature range to at least 38° C.
Diameter.—Approximately 0.2 cm. Fruit/seed production: Not observed to date.
Color.—Near RHS Yellow-Green N144C, moderately
flushed with Red-Purple 59A. 35 What is claimed is:

Texture.—Pubescent.

Strength.—Moderate. 1. A new and distinct cultivar of Pelargonium plant named

Orientation—Approximately 15 degree angle from DONN S GOLDSTRIKE” as heremn 1illustrated and
described.
peduncle.

Fragrance: None observed. 40 £ % % % %
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