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Botanical classification: Hydrangea macrophyiia.
Varietal denomination: ‘“Tinkerbell’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Hydvangea macrophylla and will be referred to hereafter
by its cultivar name, ‘Tinkerbell’. ‘Tinkerbell’ represents a
new modified lace cap type Hydrangea, a deciduous shrub
grown for landscape use and for use as a potted plant.

“I'nkerbell” originated as a seedling that arose from seed
planted from a controlled pollination by the Inventor in Shi-
zuoka Prefecture Kakegawa, Japan 1n 2003. The parents were
unnamed plants of Hyvdrangea macrophylia from the Inven-
tor’s breeding line; the female parent with designation no.
H4-62 and the male parent with designation no. H4-50. The
new Hydrangea was selected as a single unique plant in 2010.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by the Inventor using softwood stem cuttings in

Kakegawa, Japan in 2010. The characteristics of this cultivar
have been determined to be stable and are reproduced true to
type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes in combination distinguish ‘Tinkerbell” as a unique
cultivar of Hydrangea macrophylia.

1. ‘Tinkerbell” exhibits a remontant (re-blooming) habat,

blooming from May until frost.

2. ‘“Tinkerbell” exhibits lacecap type inflorescences with
double sterile flowers surrounding a mass of fertile flow-
ers.

3. ‘“Tinkerbell” exhibits flowers that are pink in color when
grown with a soi1l PH of 7 or above.

4. ‘“Tinkerbell” exhibits double sterile tlowers with sepals
that have white margins.

“T'inkerbell” differs from its female parent, H4-62, 1n hav-

ing a remontant blooming habit and 1n having a more compact
plant habit. ‘Tinkerbell” differs from 1ts male parent, H4-50,
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in having double sterile flowers. “Tinkerbell” can be most
closely compared to the cultivars ‘Frau Reiko’ (U.S. Plant Pat.
No. 9,500) and ‘Dancing Buttertlies Two’ (U.S. Plant patent

application Ser. No. 13/317,933). “Tinkerbell’ differs from
‘Frau Reiko’ in having a remontant blooming habit, a more

compact plant habit and 1n having double sterile flowers.
“T'inkerbell” differs from ‘Dancing Buttertlies Improved’ in
having double sterile flowers.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new Hydran-
geq as grown 1n a greenhouse in Kakegawa, Japan. The pho-
tographs were taken of one year-old plants of ‘Tinkerbell” as
grown 1n a 23-cm containet.

The photograph 1n FIG. 1 provides a close-up view of an
inflorescence of ‘Tinkerbell” when grown in alkaline soils
(without aluminum) and the photograph 1in FIG. 2 provides a
close-up view of the inflorescences of ‘Tinkerbell” when
grown 1n acidic soils (with aluminum).

The colors 1n the photographs may differ slightly from the
color values cited 1n the detailed botanical description, which
accurately describe the colors of the new Hydrangea.

.

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT

The following 1s a detailed description of one year-old
plants of ‘Tinkerbell” as grown in a greenhouse in 23-cm
containers in Kakegawa Japan. The detailed flower color data
was taken from plants growing both under acidic conditions
(with aluminum) and alkaline conditions (without aluminum)
when differences exist. Phenotypic differences may be
observed with variations 1n environmental, climatic, and cul-
tural conditions. The color determination 1s in accordance
with The 2001 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticul-
tural Society, London, England, except where general color
terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
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General description:

Blooming period.—Re-blooming from May until frost
in Kakegawa, Japan, blooming will continue 1n winter
with extended daylight.

foliage lower surface; 131C, mature foliage upper
surface; 131B, mature foliage lower surface; 131C.

Petioles.—Average o1 3 cm 1n length and 5 mm 1n diam-
cter, 139C 1n color, glabrous surface.
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Flower number— Average o1 15 sterile flowers and 100
tertile tlowers per panicle.

Flower fragrance.—None.

Flower aspect.—Double sterile and {fertile flowers

Plant type.—Deciduous shrub, modified lace cap type 3 arranged on terminal lacecap-type panicles, flowers
Hydmngea. | face upright or outward.
Plant habit.—Broadly upright, well-br ancl}ed. _ Flower size.—Sterile flowers; average of 2 cm in diam-
H Eé,(g)kf fl?‘?_d Spr zalf-—Reaches about 60 cm 1n heightand eter and 1 cm in depth, fertile flowers; average of 1
cm 1n wiatn. n di ‘
Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 5 to 9. 10 Flmm v dlafeter and 4 mm in depth.
‘ _ ower type.—Rotate.
Diseases resistance. —Has been observed to be tolerant Flower buds.—Sterile flowers; average of 6 mm in
to powde:ry _mllde“_’- length and 4.5 mm 1n width prior to opening, ovate 1n
Root descr iption.—T1ne. shape, 62B 1n color prior to opening, fertile tlowers;
Growth and propagation. _ average of 4 mm in width and diameter, obovate to
Propagation.—Softwood stem cuttings, an average of 15 rounded in shape, 62B in color.
10 months fr om propagation to flowering plant. Peduncles.—Moderately strong, average of 5 cm in
Growth rate and vigor—Moderate. length and 4 mm in width, average angle of 10° from
Stem description: | vertical, 144B in color.
Stem shape.—Round, solid. Pedicels.—Held at a 25° angle from vertical, average of
Stem strength.—Strong. 20 2 cm in length and 2 mm 1n width on sterile flowers
Stem color—Young growth; close to 144C, mature and an average of 4 mm in length and 1 mm in width
gr Oﬂth; 198C. _ o on fertile flowers, 66B 1n color and glabrous surface
Stem size.—Average o145 cm in lquth (excluding 1ntlo- on all flowers.
rescence), average of 8 mm 1in diameter. Petals.—Fertile flowers; average of 5, rotate 1n arrange-
Stem surface.—Glabrous and glossy. 23 ment, ovate to lanceolate 1n shape, entire margin,
Inter ”Offe length.—Average of 12 cm. acute apex, truncate base, average of 4 mm in length
Branching.—Heavy branched, an average ot 10 lateral and 2 mm in width, surface is smooth and dull on both
branches on a one year-old plant and an average o1 30 surfaces, color of both surfaces is 62A (without alu-
~ stems a year once established 1n the landscape. . num)j and 91B (with aluminum) and fading to
Foliage description: S 144C, sterile flowers; closed into eye under most con-
Leaf shape.—DBroadly OVE‘I'_ ditions, an average of 6, eye 1s an average of 2 mm in
Leaf arr (‘xr?gememg.—()pposﬂe- diameter and depth, color 62A (without aluminum)
Leaf division.—Simple. _ and 91B (with aluminum), glabrous surface.
Leaf number—Average of 16 (8 pairs) per lateral Sepals.—Sterile flowers; average ot 14, broadly ovate in
branch. 3 shape, up to 1 cmin length and 8 mm 1n width, broadly
Leaf base.—Cuneate. _ acute apex, cuneate to rounded base, glabrous surface
Leaf apenx. ‘—Acute to acuminate. on upper and lower surface, entire margins, color 62A
Leaf mar, 8”3‘5-—8‘31:1”3)[6' with margins 69D (without aluminum) and 91B with
Leaf venation.—Pnnate, upper and lower surface; margins 92D (with aluminum), fertile tlowers; aver-
136?- _ A0 age of 14, ovate to lanceolate 1n shape, serrated mar-
me: size.—An average of 12 cm 1n length and 8 cm 1n g1n, obtuse and retuse apex, attenuate base, average of
width. ' 3 mm 1n length and 2 mm 1n width, surface 1s smooth
Leaf attachment.—Petiolate. and slightly glossy on both surfaces, color of upper
Leaf surface.—Smooth, moderately glossy. and lower surface 144D.
Leaf color—Young foliage upper surface; 131B, young 45

Reproductive organs: (Fertile tlowers).

Stamens.—Average of 10, anther 1s oblong in shape, 1
mm 1n length and 80B 1n color, filament 1s 5 mm 1n
length, pollen 1s scarce 1n quantity and 156B 1n color.

Pistils.—Average of 4, average of 1 mm in length,

Inﬂog escence description: Ferminal ; " > stigma is rounded and 79 A in color, style is an average
nflorescence  type.—lerminal compound  corymb, of 1 mm in length and 79A in color, ovary is 145B in
modified lacecap 1n form comprised of a center region color
gf f;rtﬂe ﬂijwﬂers surrounded by an outer ring of Fruit and seed —Has not been observed under the con-
ouble sterile Howers. _ _ ditions tested to date.
Lastingness of inflorescence.—Persistent but color 1s 55

retained for about 3 weeks.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Hydrangea plant named
“Tinkerbell” substantially as herein illustrated and described.

Inflovescence number.—One per lateral or sublateral
stem 11 pinched.

Inflorvescence size.—Average of 10.5 cm 1n height and
10 cm 1n width. 60 £ % % k%
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