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(enus: Gaura.
Species: lindheimeri.
Denomination: ‘PASSIONATE RA]

NBOW PETTTE’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct variety
of butterfly bush grown as an ornamental plant for use 1n
containers and in the landscape. The new cultivar, in the
family Onagraceae 1s known botanically as Gaura lindhe-
imeri and will be referred to hereinatter by the cultivar name

"PASSIONAITE RAINBOW PETTTE".

‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ was discovered by
the 1nventor as a naturally occurring sport, of the parent an
individual Gaura ‘Passionate Rainbow’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No.
17,002). ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ was discov-
ered in June 2007 growing 1n the inventor’s commercial crop
of ‘Passionate Rainbow’ at the inventor’s nursery 1n Victona,
Australia. The inventor selected ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW
PETITE’ based on the criteria of short internodes and high
plant density, which distinguish ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW
PETITE’ from the parent.

The distinguishing characteristics of ‘PASSIONATE
RAINBOW PETITE’ are compact habait, short height, higher
branching without pruning, and profuse quantity of tlowers.
The closest comparison plants are Gaura ‘Passionate Rain-
bow’ and Gaura ‘Bijou Buttertlies’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No.
15,479). ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ 1s distin-
guishable from ‘Passionate Rainbow’ 1n height and habiat,
branching, and flower quantity. ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW
PETITE’ 1s distinguishable from ‘Bijou Buttertlies’ by stron-
ger plant vigor, shorter height, and narrow leaves.

‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ exhibits dense com-
pact, and mounding habit, dark pink buds opening to
medium-pink flowers, and bright red stems. New flush of °
toliage growth 1s bright pink-red 1n color, while mature foli-
age 1s mid-green 1n color with fine cream margins. Plant
dimensions the first year and at maturity are 40 cm 1n height
and 40 cm 1n width. Bloom period 1s from early summer into
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tall. Cultural requirements are moist well-draining soil, and
tull sun, with moderate to infrequent water. ‘PASSIONATE
RAINBOW PETITE’ 1s hardy 1n USDA Zones 7 and higher.

The first asexual propagation of ‘PASSIONATE RAIN-
BOW PETITE’ was conducted 1n 20077, Asexual propagation
was carried out by the mventor at the inventor’s nursery in
Victoria, Australia using the method of softwood cuttings.
The inventor has determined that ‘PASSIONATE RAIN-
BOW PETITE’ 1s stable and reproduces true to type during
successive generations of asexual reproduction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the distinguishing characteristics of the new Gaura
cultivar ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’. In combina-
tion these traits set ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’
apart from all other Gaura known to the inventor. ‘PASSION-
ATE RAINBOW PETITE’ has not been tested under all pos-
sible conditions and phenotypic differences may be observed
with variations 1n environmental, climatic and cultural con-
ditions, however, without any variance in genotype.

1. ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ exhibits dense

compact, and mounding habat.

2. The buds of ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ are
dark-pink 1n color, opening to tlowers that are medium-
pink 1n color.

3. ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE
ally from early summer into fall.

4. The new flush of fohage growth on ‘PASSIONATE
RAINBOW PETITE’ is bright pink-red in color.

5. The mature foliage of ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW
PETITE’ 1s mid green in color with fine margins that are
cream-white 1n color.

6. The stems of ‘PASSIONATE RA.
bright red 1n color.

7. ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ 1s hardy in USDA

Zones 7 and higher.

> blooms continu-
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8. ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ 1s 40 cm. in height
and 40 cm. 1n width as a mature plant after one year of
growth.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying color drawings 1llustrate the overall

[ 1

appearance of the new Gaura cultivar named ‘PASSIONATE
RAINBOW PETITE’ showing color as true as is reasonably
possible to obtain 1n color reproductions of this type. Color in
the drawings may differ from color values cited in the detailed
botanical description, which accurately describe the actual
color of ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’.

The drawing labeled FIG. 1 depicts a whole plant of ‘PAS-
SIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ illustrating the habit. The
plant 1s nine months old and has been grown out of doors in
Lancaster, Pa.

The drawing labeled FIG. 2 depicts a close-up view of the
newly tlushed foliage growth on plants grown by the inventor
in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

The drawing labeled FIG. 3 1s a close-up view of the

flowers and buds on plants grown by the mventor in Mel-
bourne, Victoria, Australia.

Color 1n the drawings may appear different from actual
color due to light reflectance, but are as close as 1s reasonably
possible to obtain by conventional photography.

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT

The following 1s a detailed botanical description of the new
(Faura variety named ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETITE".
Data was collected 1 Arroyo Grande, Calif. from a
12-month-old plant grown 1n a 1-litre container out-of-doors
in full sun. The color determinations are in accordance with
The 2001 Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart of Lon-
don, England, except where general color terms of ordinary
dictionary significance are used. The growing requirements
are similar to other Gaura.

Botanical classification: Gaura lindheimeri ‘PASSIONATE

RAINBOW PETITE’.

Family: Onagraceae.

Genus: Gaura.

Species: lindheimeri.

Denomination: ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW PETIT.

Common name: Buttertly bush.

Commercial classification: Perenmal.

Use: Ornamental plant for use 1n containers and 1n the land-
scape.

Cultural requirements: Plant in moist well-draining soil, and
tull sun, with moderate to infrequent water.

Vigor: Strong.

Pests and disease: Susceptible to mites.

Parentage: Gaura lindheimeri ‘PASSIONATE RAINBOW

PETITE’ was discovered as a naturally occurring sport of
the parent, an individual Gaura lindheimeri ‘Passionate

Rainbow’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 17,002).

Plant description:

Container plant size.—1-litre.

Bloom period.—FEarly summer into fall.

Habit.—Dense compact and mounding.

Dimensions (first year).—40 cm 1n height and 40 cm 1n
width.

Dimensions (at maturity).—40 cm 1n height and 40 cm
in width.

Hardiness—USDA Zones 7 and higher.
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Propagation.—Propagation 1s accomplished using the
method of softwood cuttings.
Time to develop roots.—2-3 weeks from 1nitial cutting.
Crop time.—6-9 months to produce a plant 1n bud and
flower 1n a 1-litre container.
Stem:
Branching (range).—Basal to cauline.
Shape.—Cylindrical.
Main stem surface.—Scurly.
Main stem color—N199B.
Main stem diameter (average).—1.50 cm.
Lateral branch quantity (average).—14 per 1-litre con-
tainer plant.
Lateral branch color.—59A.
Lateral branch length (average)—10 cm.
Lateral branch diameter (range).—3 mm to 5 mm.
Stem surface (range).—Puberulent to glabrous.
Internode (range).—35 mm to 2 cm.
Foliage:
Leaf quantity (range).—64-128 per lateral branch.
Shape.—Oblanceolate.
Division.—Simple.
Apex—Acute.
Base —Attenuate.
Margin—Entire.
Venation pattern.—Pinnate with prominent mid-vein.
Abaxial and adaxial vein color (mature foliage)—61A.
Abaxial and adaxial vein color (new growth foliage).—
61A.
Margins.—Entire.
Attachment.—Sessile.
Arrangement.—Whorled.
Abaxial leaf surface (range).—Puberulent to glabrous.
Adaxial leaf surface (range).—Puberulent to glabrous.
Leaf” appearance (abaxial and adaxial surface).—
Matte.
Leaf length (vange).—1.5 cm to 5.50 cm.
Leaf width (range).—0.20 cm to 0.75 cm.
Mature leaf color (abaxial surface).—138B and 159A.
Mature leaf color (adaxial surface).—138B and 159A.
New flush leaf color abaxial surface (range)—61A to
61D.
New flush leaf color adaxial surface (range)—61A to
61D.
Fragrance.—None observed.
Flowers:
Inflorescence.—Raceme.
Flower quantity per inflorescence (range).—10-15.
Bud quantity per inflovescence (range).—10-13.
Lastingness of flower.—24 hours.
Flower depth.—2.75 cm.
Flower diameter.—3.25 cm.
Hypanthium —Present.
Flower color (range).—68A to 68D.
Flowers persistent or self-cleaning.—Seli-cleaning.
Aspect—Facing outward and upward.

Bud dimensions.—6 mm 1n length and 1 mm in width.
Bud shape.—I inear.

Bud color (range).—58A to 58B.

Bud surface—Pubescent.

Bud apex.—Acute.

Petals.—Four in number.

Petal shape.—QObovate.
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Abaxial petal color (range)—68A to 68D.

Adaxial petal color (range)—68A to 68D.

Vein color.—67B.

Petal length.—15 mm.

Petal width.—9 mm. d

Petals fused or unfused —Unifused.

Petal margin.—Entire.

Petal apex.—Broad acute.

Petal base.—Attenuate.

Petal surfaces (abaxial and adaxial).—Glabrous.

Calyx.—Petaload.

Sepals.—4 1n number.

Sepal margin—Entire.

Sepal apex.—Acute.

Sepals fused or unfused.—Unfused.

Sepal color (abaxial and adaxial surface).—71B.

Sepal shape—Linear.

Sepal dimensions.—6 mm in length and 1.50 mm 1n
width.

Sepal surface (abaxial and adaxial).—Glabrous.

Peduncle length (average).—2 cm.

Peduncle diameter (average).—2.50 mm.

Peduncle shape —Cylindrical.

Peduncle color (range).—59A to 39C.

Peduncle surface.—Glabrous.
Flower fragrance.—None observed.
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Reproductive organs:

Stamens.—8 1n number.
Stamen colov (range).—68B to 68D.
Stamen length (average).—9 mm.

Anther length.—3 mm.
Anther color—67A.

Pollen color.—158A.

Pollen quantity (range).—Large to moderate amount.
Pistil.—One 1n number.

Pistil length.—14 mm.

Pistil color—68C.
Pistil shape.—F1ilament.

Stigma shape.—4-lobed.
Stigma color.—68D.

Stigma dimensions.—1.5 mm 1 height and 3 mm in
width.

Ovary position.—Inferior.
Ovary color—144A.

Ovary shape.—QOvoid.

Ovary dimensions.—1 mm 1n height and 1.5 mm in
width.

Seed production: No seed observed to date.

The invention claimed 1s:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Gaura plant named ‘PAS-

SIONATE RAINBOW PETITE’ as described and illustrated
25 herein.
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