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Botanical/commercial classification: Nepeta hybrida/Cat-
mint Plant.
Varietal denomination: cv. Novanepijun.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Nepeta plants sometimes are 1dentified by the use of Cat-
mint common name.

The new variety of Nepeta hybrida of the present invention
was derived from the NepetaxFaassenii * Walker’s Low’ vari-
ety (non-patented in the United States) of through the use of
induced mutagenesis followed by selection. More specifi-
cally, on May 31, 2006 tissue cultured shoots of ‘Walker’s
Low’ variety were subjected to gamma 1rradiation to form a
population of plants which included various mutations. The
cultures were rooted during October 2006, were transferred to
so1l and were acclimatized during November 2006. The
resulting plants next overwintered in a plant hut with minimal
heat near West Grove, Pa., U.S.A. Therealter the plants were
cut back and were observed 1n detail for the possible presence
of attractive novel phenotypes during the spring and summer
of 2007. A single plant of the new vaniety of the present
invention was selected 1n view of its novel phenotype. Had
this plant not been selected and preserved 1t would have been
lost to mankind.

It was found that the new Nepeta plant of the present
invention exhibits the following combination of characteris-
tics:

(a) displays a low mounting growth habit,

(b) forms in abundance over an extended period of time
attractive generally upright flowers of purple-violet col-
oration,

(c) displays medium green foliage with a mint fragrance,
and

(d) 1s particularly well-suited for growing as ornamenta-
tion.

The new variety well meets the needs of the horticultural

industry. It can be grown to advantage as attractive low-
growing ornamentation plant in parks, gardens, public areas,
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and residential settings. The attractive upwardly extending
violet blossoms contrast nicely with the medium green foli-
age below.

The new variety of the present invention can be readily
distinguished from previously available Nepeta varieties. For

instance, the ‘Walker’s Low’ variety, which was designated
the 2007 Perenmial Plant of the Year of the Perennial Plant
Association, can be used as a comparative variety. When
compared to the ‘“Walker’s Low’ variety, the new variety of
the present invention forms smaller foliage and displays a
more compact and lower growth habit. When mature plants of
the new variety commonly assume a height of approximately
114 feet and a width of approximately 214 feet. This can be
compared to atypical mature height of approximately 24 feet
and width of approximately 4 feet for the ‘Walker’s Low’
variety. Also, when compared to the ‘Blue Wonder’ variety
(non-patented in the United States), the ‘Blue Wonder” vari-
ety typically displays a taller growth habit. When the new
variety 1s compared to the ‘Kit Kat” variety (non-patented in
the United States), the ‘Kit Kat” variety commonly 1s even
lower growing and 1s later blooming.

Asexual reproduction of the new variety 1in a controlled
environment by the rooting of terminal cuttings has been
conducted near West Grove, Pa., U.S.A., beginning 1n 2007 . It
has been demonstrated that the combination of characteristics
of the new variety are firmly fixed and are well retained 1n
succeeding generations. Accordingly, the new variety can be
asexually reproduced 1n a true-to-type manner.

The new cultivar has been named ‘Novanepjun’.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph was prepared during June
and 1illustrates a typical container-grown tlowering plant of
the new variety. The plant had been reproduced by the rooting
of a cutting, was approximately one year of age, and was
being grown near West Grove, Pa., U.S.A. The typical low
mounding growth habit with generally upright purple-violet
blossoms 1s displayed.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The chart used 1n the identification of the colors described
herein 1s The R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticultural
Society, London, England (1995 Edition or equivalent). In
some 1nstances, more common color terms may be provided
and are to be accorded their usual dictionary significance. The
plants had been asexually reproduced by the rooting of cut-
tings, were approximately one year of age, and were observed
while growing in containers during June near West Grove,
Pa., US.A.

Botanical classification: Mutagenized selection of Nepatax

Jaassenii “Walker’s Low’.

Cultivar: Novanepjun.
Common name: CAIMINT.
Plant:
Form.—Herbaceous perennial.
Habit—ILow and mounding with generally upright
flowers above the foliage.
Height.—Approximately 1% feet on average including
the inflorescence.
Width.—Approximately 214 feet on average.
Branches:
Number.—Commonly approximately 42 per plant.
Length —Commonly approximately 12 inches on aver-
age.
Diameter.—Commonly approximately 2 mm on aver-
age.
Internode length.—Commonly approximately 3 cm on
average.
lexture —Rugose.
Color.—Near Yellow-Green Group 146B.
Foliage:
Arrangement.—QOpposite, simple.
Length —Commonly approximately 3.5 cm on average.
Width.—Commonly approximately 2 cm on average.
Shape.—Deltoid-cordate.
Apex—Acute.
Base.—Cordate to truncate.
Margin.—Crenate.
lexture —Rugose on both surfaces.
Fragrance.—Aromatic, mint fragrance.
Color.—Commonly near Green Group 143C on the
upper surface, and Green Group 138B on the under
surface.
Venation pattern.—Substantially longitudinal.
Petioles.—Commonly approximately 3 mm in length on
average and approximately 2 mm in diameter on aver-
age, with short pubescence, near Green Group 143C
on the upper surface, and near Green Group 138B on
the under surface.
Venation color—Upper surface: near Green Group
137A. Under surface: near Green Group 138B.
Intlorescence:
Flowering season.—Commonly May to September near
West Grove, Pa., U.S.A.

Lastingness —Individual blooms commonly last
approximately one week on the plant.

Arrangement.—Elongate racemes with axially disposed
cymes subtended by lealy bracts.

Buds—Shape: generally ovoid. Length: approximately
5> mm on average. Diameter: approximately 2 to 3 mm
on average. Color: near Violet Group 83C.
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Pedicels.—Arrangement: commonly approximately 45
degrees to rachis. Length: approximately 2 mm on
average. Diameter: approximately 1 mm on average.
Texture: commonly bear short pubescence. Color:
Violet Group 83D.

Flowers—Shape: zygomorphic, bilabiate. Petal
arrangement: five-petaled, with two fused petals on
the upper lip, three fused petals on the lower lip, with
all five petals being tused at the base to form a funnel-
shaped structure. Number per cyme: commonly
approximately 96 on average. Diameter (tlower face):
commonly approximately 0.7 cm on average. Depth:
approximately 1.3 cm on average. Funnel: the corolla
commonly 1s approximately 9 mm 1n length on aver-
age, approximately 1 mm in diameter on average at
the opening, bears short pubescence on the outside,
Violet Group 87D on the inside (throat), and Violet
Group 87C on the outside. Color: face/margin on the
upper surface commonly 1s Violet Group 87D, and on
the under surface commonly 1s Violet Group 87C.
Petal apex: rounded for upper and lower lips. Petal
base: all petals tused. Petal margin: entire for all pet-
als. Petal texture: glabrous. Petal shape on upper lip:
bi-lobed comprised of two fused petals each having a
rounded apex with an entire margin. Petal shape on
lower lip: comprised of three fused petals that are
crenate 1n appearance, each having a rounded apex
and an entire margin. Petal length: commonly
approximately 0.3 cm on average for upper lip, and
approximately 0.6 cm on average for the lower lip.
Petal width: commonly approximately 0.4 cm on
average for the upper lip, and approximately 0.6 cm
on average for the lower lip. Bract number: two per
verticillasters. Bract length: approximately 8 mm on
average. Bract width: approximately 3 mm on aver-
age. Bract shape: lanceolate. Bract apex: acute. Bract
base: truncate. Margin: entire. Texture: rugose on
both surfaces. Color: near Green Group 143C on the
upper surface, and near Green Group 138B on the
under surface. Sepal number: five fused sepals form a
calyx tube. Sepal length: commonly approximately
0.6 cm on average. Sepal width: commonly approxi-
mately 0.2 cm on average. Sepal shape: somewhat
tubular. Sepal apex: acute. Sepal base: fused. Sepal
margin: entire. Sepal texture: with short pubescence
on both surfaces. Sepal color: when fully open the
upper and lower surfaces commonly are Yellow-
Green Group 145A overlaid with Violet Group 83D.
Peduncle length: commonly approximately 7 cm on
average. Peduncle diameter: commonly approxi-
mately 1 cm on average. Peduncle aspect: substan-
tially erect. Peduncle color near Green Group 143C.
Stamen number: four. Filament length: approxi-
mately 0.4 cm on average. Filament diameter
approximately 0.1 to 0.2 mm on average. Filament
color. Violet Group 84D. Anther shape: bi-lobed.
Anther length: approximately 0.8 mm on average.
Anther width: approximately 0.2 mm on average. Pol-
len: none observed. Pistil number: one. Stigma shape:
bifid. Stigma length: approximately 1.5 mm on aver-
age. Stigma color: Purple Group 77A. Style disposi-
tion: substantially erect. Style length: approximately
5 mm on average. Style diameter: approximately 0.2
mm on average. Style color: Purple Group 75A.
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Ovary color: near Yellow-Green Group 144B. Fra- I claim:
grance: none detected. Fruit and seed set: none 1. A new and distinct N E‘Z’pé”f{l plant, hElViIlg the fOHOWiIlg
observed. combination of characteristics:
Disease resistance: During observations to date believed to be (a) dlsplay§ a low mounding growth ha,jlt" . .
, 5 (b) forms 1n abundance over an extended period of time
typical 'Of the SCILS. ' ‘ attractive generally upright flowers of purple-violet col-
Insect resistance: During observations to date believed to be oration.
typical of the genus. (c) displays medium green foliage with a mint fragrance,
The ‘Novanepjun’ plant has not been observed under all and

possible environmental conditions to date. Accordingly, 1t 1s (d) 1s particularly well-suited for growing as ornamenta-

: - - tion;
ossible that the phenotype may vary somewhat with varia- . . .
b . P P s valy . substantially as 1llustrated and described.
tions in the environment, such as temperature, light, day

length, contact with pesticides, etc. * ok ok %k ok
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