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Botanical designation: llex aquifolium.
Cultivar denomination; ‘HECKENZWERG”.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct fex
plant, botanically known as llex aquifolium, and heremafter
referred to by the name ‘Heckenzwerg’.

The new Ilex plant 1s the product of an open pollination in
1990 of llex aquifolium ‘Myrtifolia’, not patented, as the
female, or seed, parent with an unknown selection of flex
aquifolium as the male, or pollen, parent. The new [/ex plant
was discovered by the Inventor 1n 1995 from within the prog-
eny of the stated open pollination 1n an outdoor nursery in
Barmstedt, Germany.

Asexual reproduction of the I/ex plant by cuttings 1n Barm-
stedt, Germany since 2000 has shown that the unique features

of this new Ilex plant are stable and reproduced true to type 1n
successive generations of asexual reproduction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new I/ex have not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
somewhat with variations in environment such as tempera-
ture and/or light intensity without, however, any variance in
genotype. The following traits have been repeatedly observed
and are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Heck-
enzwerg’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘Heckenzwerg’ as a new and distinct f/ex plant:

1. Compact, upright and broadly inverted triangular plant

form.

2. Freely branching habit; dense and bushy growth habiat.

3. Glossy dark green-colored leaves with recurved apices

and spinose margins.

4. Good garden performance.

Plants of the new I/ex can be compared to plants of the
female parent, ‘Myrtifolia’. Plants of the new Ilex difier from
plants of ‘Myrtifolia’ 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new I/ex are more compact and grow slower

than plants of ‘Myrtifolia’.

2. Plants of the new Ilex are denser than and not as open as

plants of ‘Myrtifolia’.
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3. Plants of the new llex have broader and lighter green-

colored leaves than plants of ‘Myrtifolia’.

Plants of the new llex can be compared to the plants of llex
‘Xi1a Xiang’, disclosed in U.S. Plant Pat. No. 10,526. Plants of
the new Ilex differ primanly from plants of ‘Xia Xiang’ in
plant form and growth habit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance of the new Ilex plant showing the colors as true
as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored reproductions
of this type. Colors in the photographs may differ slightly
from the color values cited 1n the detailed botanical descrip-

tion which accurately describe the colors of the new Ilex
plant.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side perspec-

tive view of a typical plant of ‘Heckenzwerg® grown 1n a
container.

The photograph on the second sheet 1s a close-up view of a
typical plant of ‘Heckenzwerg’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The aforementioned photographs and following observa-
tions and measurements describe plants grown in two-liter
containers during the winter 1n an outdoor nursery 1n Bosk-
oop, The Netherlands and under commercial production con-
ditions. During the production of the plants, day temperatures
ranged from 4° C. to 10° C. and night temperatures ranged
from —4° C. to 3° C. Plants used for the photographs and
description were 2.5 years old. In the following description,
color references are made to The Royal Horticultural Society
Colour Chart, 2007 Edition, except where general terms of
ordinary dictionary significance are used.

Botanical classification: llex aquifolium ‘Heckenzwerg’.
Parentage:
Female, or seed, parent.—lIlex aquifolium ‘Myrtifoha’,
not patented.
Male, or pollen, parent.—Unknown selection of llex
aquifolium, not patented.
Propagation:
1ype —By cuttings.
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Time to initiate roots, summer.—About three weeks at
temperatures of 30° C.

Time to initiate roots, winter—About four weeks at
temperatures of 5° C.

Time to produce a rooted young plant.—About one year
at temperatures of 20° C. to 25° C.

Root description.—Fine, slightly fibrous; color, close to
N167B.

Rooting habit.—Moderately freely branching; medium
density.

Plant description:

Plant form and growth habit—Perenmal evergreen
shrub; compact, upright and broadly inverted triangu-
lar plant form; vigor, low to moderate.

Branching habit—Freely branching habit; dense and
bushy growth habit with about 14 primary lateral
branches developing per plant.

Plant height—About 18.6 cm.

Plant diameter, area of spread.—About 19.9 cm.

Lateral branch description.—Length: About 8.7 cm.
Diameter: About 3.5 mm. Internode length: About 6
mm. Strength: Strong. Texture: Smooth, glabrous.
Color, young stems: Close to N186C and 200A.
Color, mature stems: Close to 147B.

Leaf description—Arrangement: Alternate, simple.
Length: About 4 cm. Width: About 1.4 cm. Shape:
Narrowly elliptic to narrowly ovate. Apex: Sharply
acuminate; recurved. Base: Attenuate. Margin: Spi-
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nose; about 14 spines per leaf; about 2.5 mm 1n length.
Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous;
thick and leathery. Luster, upper surface: Glossy. Lus-
ter, lower surface: Matte, dull. Venation pattern: Pin-
nate. Color: Developing leaves, upper surface: Close
to 146A. Developing leaves, lower surface: Close to
146C. Fully expanded leaves, upper surface: Darker
than 147A and N189A; spines, closeto 151Cto 151D;
venation, close to NI89A. Fully expanded leaves,
lower surface: Close to 146B; spines, close to 151C to
151D; venation, close to 146B. Petiole: Length:
About 5 mm. Diameter: About 1 mm. Texture, upper
and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous. Color, upper
and lower surfaces: Close to 144A.

Flower description: Flower imitiation and development have
not been observed on plants of the new flex.

Garden performance: Plants of the new llex have been
observed to have good garden performance and to tolerate
rain, wind, high temperatures of about 35° C. and to be
hardy to USDA Hardiness Zone 5.

Disease/pest resistance: Plants of the new Illex have not been
observed to be resistant to pathogens and pests common to
llex.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Ilex plant named ‘Heck-
enzwerg’ as 1llustrated and described.

G o e = x
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