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Botanical/commercial classification: Buxus sempervirens/
Boxwood Plant.
Varietal denomination: cv. Highlander.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The new Boxwood plant of the present invention 1s a muta-
tion of unknown causation that was discovered 1n a plant
nursery at Pipestem, W. Va., U.S.A., while growing among a
block of vegetatively propagated Buxus sempervirens plants
(non-patented 1n the United States). The parentage of the new
plant 1s unknown; however, 1t 1s believed to be of the same
species. 1 was mitially attracted to the plant 1n view of its
distinctive appearance primarily attributable to 1ts attractive
dark green foliage, and 1ts rapid and upright pyramidal growth
habit. Had I not discovered and preserved this new plant, 1t
would have been lost to mankind.

The new cultivar has been carefully preserved and has been
evaluated to confirm that i1ts characteristics are reliably
expressed.

It has been found that the new Boxwood plant of the present
invention displays the following combination of characteris-
tics:

(a) forms a dense and upright pyramidal growth habit,

(b) forms attractive dark green foliage throughout the year
in the absence of any substantial color change during the
winter,

(c) exhibits excellent winter hardiness to at least U.S.D.A.
Hardiness Zone No. 5,

(d) generally exhibits a more rapid growth rate than the
Buxus sempervirens species, and
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() 1s well suited for providing attractive ornamentation in

the landscape.

The new evergreen cultivar of the present mnvention well
retains 1ts attractive appearance throughout the year. The dark
green coloration of the foliage 1s well maintained even during
the winter, unlike many previously available Boxwood culti-
vars which tend to assume a brownish-green foliage colora-
tion during the winter. The new cultivar also exhibits good
resistance to winter burn. The hardiness of the new cultivar
during observations to date has been found to be at least equal
to or to exceed most previously known Boxwood cultivars
that are known for their superior hardiness.

The new cultivar of the present invention can be grown to
advantage as attractive ornamentation 1n the landscape, and 1s
particularly well suited for use 1n the formation of hedges or
foundation plantings. The new plant has been found to per-
form well 1n the sun as well as in the shade while growing 1n
many soil types, including those which contain clay.

The new plant of the present invention can be readily
distinguished from other plants of the Buxus sempervirens
species 1n view of 1ts much more rapid growth rate and upright
pyramidal habiat.

Asexual reproduction of the new plant by the use of cut-
tings has been carried out at Pipestem, W. Va., U.S.A., and
West Grove, Pa., U.S.A. Such propagation has confirmed that
the unique combination of characteristics of the new cultivar
has been stably established and 1s well transmitted to succes-
stve generations. The new cultivar asexually reproduces 1n a

true-to-type manner.
The new cultivar has been named ‘Highlander’.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph shows as nearly true as 1t 1s
reasonably possible to make the same 1n a color illustration of
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this character, a typical specimen of the new variety. A mature
plant at an age of approximately eight years 1s shown while
growing outdoors at Pipestem, W. Va., U.S.A. The upright
pyramidal growth habit, dense growth, and attractive dark
green foliage are illustrated.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of the new plant of
the present invention which generally was prepared while
observing two-year-old plants growing in containers out-
doors during May 2011 at West Grove, Pa., U.S.A. Color
terminology 1s 1n accordance with The R.H.S. Colour Chart
of The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England (1995
or equivalent), except when general color terms which are to
be accorded their customary dictionary significance are used.
Type: Hardy broad-leated evergreen shrub for garden deco-

ration and general landscape usage.
Plant:

Growth habit—Fast growing, upright, pyramidal,
dense.

Growth rate.—Rapid growth, on average approximately
20 to 24 inches of new growth has been observed per
year; however, on some occasions up to 30 inches of
new growth has been observed per vear.

Height —Approximately five feet at an age of five years.

Width.—Approximately three feet at an age of five
years.

Side branches.—Diameter: commonly approximately 2
mm on average. Texture: smooth to slightly hirsute
and rough in some areas. Color: primarly Greyed-
Orange Group 165C with some striations of Yellow-
Green Group 144A.

Main branches.—Diameter: commonly approximately
5> mm on average. Texture: somewhat rough. Color:
Grey-Brown Group 199D. Length: for a two-year-old
plant lateral side branches commonly are approxi-
mately 29 cm on average and main branches are
approximately 61 cm on average.

Roots.—Description: highly branched and dense. Color
(new growth): White Group 1535A. Color (mature):
Greyed-Yellow Group 160D.

Foliage:

Arrangement.—ecussate.

Juvenile foliage—Length: commonly approximately
1.8 cm on average. Width: commonly approximately
1 cm on average. Shape: ovate. Apex: notched. Mar-
gin: entire. Color of upper surface: Green Group
143A. Color of under surface: Green Group 143C.
Fragrance: typical boxwood scent.

Mature foliage.—Length: commonly approximately 2.5
cm on average. Width: commonly approximately 1.3
cm on average. Shape: ovate. Apex: slightly notched.
Base: cuneate. Texture: glossy on the upper surtace,
and smooth with a pronounced midrib on the under
surface. Venation pattern: pinnate. Margin: entire.
Color of upper surface: commonly Green Group
137A. Color of lower surface: Yellow-Green Group
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144A with striations of Yellow-Green Group 144C
towards the center of the leaf. Venation color: on the
upper surface Yellow-Green Group 144A and on the
under surface Yellow-Green Group 144C. Winter foli-
age: commonly assumes a shiny aspect on the upper
surface and a color blend of Yellow-Green Group
147A and Yellow-Green Group 152A. Fragrance:
typical boxwood scent.

Petioles.—ILength: approximately 2 mm on average
when mature. Diameter: approximately 1 mm on
average when mature. Texture: smooth when mature.
Color: Yellow-Green Group 144B.

Intlorescence:

Time —March-April at West Grove, Pa., U.S A. Type:
apetalous, monoecious. Arrangement: opposite at the
leat basal attachment. Number per inflorescence:
approximately 10 male flowers surround a centrally
located single female flower. Pistil number: 3. Pistil
length: approximately 2 mm. Pistil color: Green
Group 143C. Stigma shape: bi-lobed. Stigma size:
approximately 1 mm 1n diameter. Stigma color: Yel-
low-Green Group 145C. Ovary length: approximately
2 mm. Ovary diameter: approximately 3 mm. Ovary
color: Green Group 143A. Stamen number: approxi-
mately 4 per male tlower. Stamen color: White Group
155C. Anther shape: bi-lobed ovate. Anther color:
Yellow Group 9D. Pollen: present in abundance and
light yellow 1n coloration. Fragrance: no flower fra-
grance observed. Fruit and seeds: none encountered
during observations to date.

Development:

Havrdiness.—To atleast U.S.D.A. Hardiness Zone No. 3.
Grows well 1n U.S.D.A. Hardiness Zone Nos. 5 to 9.

Disease resistance.—No disease problems have been
observed during observations to date.

Insect tolerance.—No 1msect damage has been observed
during observations to date.

Plants of the new °‘Highlander’ variety have not been
observed under all possible environmental conditions to date.
Accordingly, it 1s possible that the phenotypic expression
may vary somewhat with changes 1n light intensity and dura-
tion, cultural practices, and other environmental conditions.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct Boxwood plant possessing the fol-
lowing characteristics:

(a) forms a dense and upright pyramidal growth habit,

(b) forms attractive dark green foliage throughout the year
in the absence of any substantial color change during the
winter,

(¢) exhibits excellent winter hardiness to at least U.S.D.A.
Hardiness Zone No. 5,

(d) generally exhibits a more rapid growth rate than the
Buxus sempervirens species, and

() 1s well suited for providing attractive ornamentation in
the landscape;

substantially as illustrated and described.
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