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Botanical classification: Phlox paniculata.
Cultivar designation: “Thai Pink Jade’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Phlox plant, botanically known as Phlox parniculata “Thai
Pink Jade’ and will be referred to hereafter by 1ts cultivar
name, ‘Thai Pink Jade’. The new cultivar represents a new
herbaceous perennial grown for landscape use.

The new cultivar of Pilox was discovered as a naturally

occurring whole plant mutation by the Inventor 1n a garden
planted with numerous cultivars of Phlox paniculata in
Annapolis, Md. in July 2006. The parentage 1s unknown.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar was {irst accom-
plished by stem cuttings under the direction of the Inventor in
Union, Ill. 1 July 2006. It has been determined that the
characteristics of this cultivar are stable and are reproduced
true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are
determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Thai Pink
Jade’. These characteristics in combination distinguish ‘Thai
Pink Jade’” as a new and distinct cultivar of Phlox.

1. “Tha1 Pink Jade’ exhibits a compact and bushy plant

habit.

2. ‘Thai Pink Jade’ exhibits strong stems that are dark

colored 1n spring.

3. “Thai Pink Jade’” exhibits clean, medium green leaves.

4. “Tha1 Pink Jade’ exhibits pale pink colored tlowers with

a dark pink eye.

5. “Tha1 Pink Jade’ exhibits a very high degree of resistance

to powdery mildew.

Plants of the new Phlox can be compared to plants of Pilox
paniculata ‘Franz Schubert’ (not patented). Plants of the new
Phlox and ‘Franz Schubert” differ primarily 1n the following
characteristics: 1. Plants of the new Phlox have darker colored
foliage than ‘Franz Schubert’. 2. Flowers of plants of the new
Phlox have spatulate shaped tlower petals that do not overlap,
where the flower petals of ‘Franz Schubert’ do overlap. 3.
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Plants of the new PhZlox are much more resistant to powdery
mildew than plants of ‘Franz Schubert’.

Plants of the new Phlox can also be compared to plants of
Phlox paniculata ‘Eva Cullum’ (not patented). Plants of the
new Phlox and ‘Eva Cullum’ differ primarily in the following
characteristics: 1. Plants of the new PhZlox are much shorter
than plants of ‘Eva Cullum’. 2. Flowers of plants of the new
Phlox have spatulate shaped tlower petals that do not overlap,
where the tlower petals of ‘Eva Cullum’ do overlap. 3. Plants
of the new Phlox are much more resistant to powdery mildew
than plants of ‘Eva Cullum’. 4. Plants of the new Phlox have
medium, clear pink flowers with a dark pink eye whereas the
flowers of ‘Eva Cullum’ are clear pink with a maroon eye.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new Phlox.
The photographs were taken of a three year-old plant of ‘Thai
Pink Jade’ as grown 1n a garden in Landenberg, Pa.

The photograph 1n FIG. 1 comprises a side perspective
view of a flowering stem of “Thai Pink Jade’.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of
typical tlowers (lower right), flower buds (lower left) and
foliage (upper left) of ‘“Thar Pink Jade’. The colors 1n the
photograph may differ slightly from the color values cited in
the detailed botanical description, which accurately describe
the colors of the new Phlox.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE
PLANT

The following 1s a detailed description of three year-old
plants of the new cultivar as grown outdoors 1n a garden in
Baltimore, Md. The plants were grown under average day
temperatures of 23° C. to 40° C. and average night tempera-
tures of 15° C. to 32° C. The phenotype of the new cultivar
may vary with variations 1n environmental, climatic, and cul-
tural conditions, as 1t has not been tested under all possible
environmental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n

accordance with the 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal
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Flower description:
Inflorescence type—Compound terminal panicle of
single rotate flowers, panicle rounded 1n shape.

Horticultural Society, London, England, except where gen-
eral color terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
General description:

Blooming period.—Contmuously from June to August

Leaf size—An average 01 9.5 cm in length and 3.5 cm 1n
width.

Leaf fragrance.—None.

Leaf surface.—Smooth and glabrous on upper and lower

Lastingness of inflovescence.—About 4 weeks from the
opening of the first tlower to senescence of last flower,

in Baltimore, Md. 5 Opent '
Plant habit.—Herbaceous perennial, compact, bush individual flower lasts about 10 days, not persistent.
. ' b ’ pact, DUSILY: Inflorescence size—An average of 10 cm 1n height and
Height and spread —Reaches about 65 cm 1n height and R em in diameter.
abc_]m >0 cm 1n spread. _ Flower fragrance.—Intense, sweet and flowery.
Hardiness.—lolerant to temperatures ranging irom . Flower number.— Average of 150 per inflorescence, one
-20° C. to 40° C. inflorescence per tlowering stem.
Environmental stresses—Good garden performance Flower aspect.—Primarily outward.
with tolerance to rain and wind. Flower bud.—An average of 1.1 cm 1n length and up to
Diseases and pests.—Has shown very good resistance to 3 mm 1in width, narrow oblanceolate in shape, 75D
powdery mildew. s with striations of 77C 1n color.
Root description.—Moderate branching, dense, fibrous. t'lower form.—Explanate with tubular base.

Growth and propagation: F Z?werf' size—Anaverageol 2.5 cminlength and 2.2 cm
Growth rate—Moderate. 1n diameter. | o
Propagation.—Stem cuttings. Corolla tube—About 15 cm 1n length, 3 mm 1n width,
Time to initiate roots—About two weeks at 15° C. to 7 close to 77B on developing flowers and 75A on

150 (. mature flowers, smooth surface. | |
Time to produce a rooted young plant—About 35 days Corolla lobes.—35, roughly spatulate in shape, held hori-
at 15° C. to 25° C | zontally when fully open, not overlapping, about 1.6
Stem descriptioﬁ' | cm 1n length and 1.2 cm 1n width, apex rounded, base
Stem size - An average of 23 cm in length and 4 mm in 2 fused to tube, entire margins, surtace smooth and
width ' glabrous, color developing petals, upper surface;
N 7, | _ Round close to 69D with striations of 72C and close to N74B
S;ﬁ jtr{;fz; 2 —Stroﬁg and sturdy towards the throat, color developing petals, lower sur-
Stem color —‘Spring' N70A sumn.ler and fall: close to face; 75D with striations of 77C, fully expanded pet-
144R Wi:[h snots 0.fN79 Aj ' 20 als, upper surface; close to 69D and close to 72A
Stem surface —pGlabrous SI£10 oth towards the throat, fully expanded lower surface;
| S, 69D.
?;fgnajgj ZWI];IeEi ﬁa;i}érgzgi?é om Sepals.—5, Tused towards base, lanceolate 1n shape,
Branching habz:t.—Flowering stems | emerge from margil}s entire, apex narrox:vly EEpiClllEl‘[E:, Al dvelage of
crown, an average of 5 stems per plant three years in 35 8 mm 1n length and 2 mm in Wl.dth’ surface 15 smooth
age, pinching enhances branching and glabrous, color on developing tflowers upper sur-

Foliaoe dgesjcri tion: | tace and lower surtace; close to 149D, color on fully
%eaf ha pe —Narrowl ovate to ellintic open tlowers upper and lower surtace; close to 142C
Leaf di Pe:  Qim IZ pHE- with striations of 77A.

Liz f b::; Ii?(-)bmsep | " Peduncles—I1.ength; about 6 cm, diameter; about 3 mm,
Leaf .—Narrowi'l acute strength; strong, texture; smooth, glabrous, 144C
Lizfigsz;‘fon —Pinn};te | with striations of 144A 1n color.

Leaf margins .—Ve ﬁné:l serrate Pedicels.—1 ength: about 5 mm, diameter; about 1 mm,
meaﬁafkmém —rgetiola?[{e | strength; strong, texture; smooth, glabrous, close to
Leaf arrangement.—QOpposite. 45 142C mn color.

Reproductive organs:

Gynoecium.—1 pistil, about 1.2 cm 1n length, stigma 1s
three parted and close to 145C 1n color, style 1s about
3 mm 1n length and close to 145C 1n color, ovary 1s
inferior and close to 143B 1n color.

surtace. 50 . .
. Androecium.—Typically 5 stamens, anthers are bas-
Leaf color—Developing leaves upper surface; about cvad. oblone in shane. 3 mm in lenoth and 2D in
137B with venation close to 144 A, developing leaves color ’ ﬁlamel%ts are apbojut 5 mm in lfaIglt h nollen is
lower surface; about 147B with venation about 145C, Mo dérate  auantitv and close (o 11C ilglt CEJ]I?I} )
tully expanded leaves upper surface; about 146A, . 1 vy '
. Fruit and seeds.—Development has not been observed.
venation close to 148D, fully expanded leaves lower 55

surface; about 147B, venation close to 145C.
Petioles.—I ength; about 3 mm, diameter; about 2 mm,

texture on upper and lower surfaces; smooth, gla-

brous, color upper and lower surfaces; close to 144D.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Pilox plant named ‘Thai
Pink Jade’ as herein illustrated and described.
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