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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct variety of Aglaonema plant, denominated
‘UF-808-4’, characterized by medium si1zed and upright plant
growth habit, vigorous and dense growth habit, dark green-
colored leaves with large grey green-colored venal areas cov-
ering over half the leaf surface, and petioles and stems pos-

sessing numerous white spots.
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Genus and species: Aglaonema commutatum.
Variety denomination: ‘UF-808-4".

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application 1s related to U.S. Plant Pat. No.
20,463, “Aglaonema Plant Named ‘UF-742-3"",

BACKGROUND OF THE NEW PLAN'T

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Aglaonema plant, botanically known as Aglaonema com-
mutatum, and heremafiter referred to by the name ‘UF-808-4.

The objective of the Inventor’s breeding program 1s to
create new Aglaonema cultivars that have uniform plant habat,
exceptional performance and unique and attractive foliage
coloration.

The new Aglaonema originated from a cross-pollination
made by the Inventors in Apopka, Fla. of Aglaonema com-
mutatum cultivar ‘Curtissi1’, not patented, as the female, or
seed parent and Aglaonema commutatum cultivar ‘Treubir’,
not patented, as the male, or pollen parent. The new Agla-
onema was discovered and selected by the Inventors as a
single plant within the progeny of the stated cross-pollination
in a controlled environment in Apopka, Fla.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by tip cuttings 1n
a controlled environment 1n Apopka, Fla. has shown that the
unique features of this new Aglaonema are stable and repro-
duced true to type 1n successive generations of asexual repro-
duction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The cultivar ‘UF-808-4" has not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
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somewhat with varniations in environment such as tempera-
ture and light intensity, without, however, any variance in
genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are
determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘UF-808-4".
There characteristics in combination distinguish ‘UF-808-4"
as a new and distinct cultivar of Aglaonema:

1. Medium si1zed and upright plant growth habat.

2. Vigorous and dense growth habit.

3. Dark green-colored leaves with large grey green-colored

venal areas covering over half the leaf surface.

4. Petioles and stems possess numerous white spots.

Plants of the new Aglaonema differ from plants of the
temale parent selection, the cultivar ‘Curtissii’, in the follow-
ing characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Aglaonema have a di

pattern than the female parent.

2. Plants of the new Aglaonema are smaller and more

compact than the female parent selection.

3. Plants of the new Aglaonema produce leaves that are

narrower and shorter than the female parent.

4. Plants of the new Aglaonema have spotted petioles

whereas plants of the female parent have green petioles.

Plants of the new Aglaonema ditfer from plants of the male
parent, the cultivar ‘Treubi1’, 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Aglaonema have a different variegation

pattern than the male parent.

2. Plants of the new Aglaonema have leaves that are wider

than the male parent.

3. Plants of the new Aglaonema are more compact than the

male parent.

.
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4. Plants of the new Aglaonema have different colored

petioles than the male parent.

Plants of the new Aglaornema can also be compared to
plants of the cultivar ‘Emerald Bay’, U.S. Plant Pat. No.
12,867, In side-by-side comparisons conducted 1n Apopka,
Fla., plants of the new Aglaonema difiered from plants of the
cultivar ‘Emerald Bay’ 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Aglaonema were smaller than plants of

the cultivar ‘Emerald Bay’.

2. Plants of the new Aglaonema had smaller and narrower

leaves than plants of the cultivar ‘Emerald Bay’.

3. Plants of the new Aglaonema had a shorter canopy height

but a wider canopy width than the cultivar ‘Emerald
Bay’.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographs show the overall appear-
ance of the new Aglaonema. These photographs show the
colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Aglaonema.

The photograph on the first sheet 1s a side perspective view
of a typical plant of ‘UF-808-4" grown 1n a container.

The photograph on the second sheet 1s a close-up view of a
typical stem and individual leaves showing the upper and
lower leaf surfaces of ‘UF-808-4".

Plants were grown from a single stem cutting and were
approximately 9 months old when the photographs were
taken.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW CULITVAR

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 1995 Edition,
except where general terms of ordinary significance are used.
The aforementioned photographs and following observations
and measurements describe plants grown in containers in
Apopka, Fla. during the spring and early summer in a glass-
covered greenhouse. Plants were grown using practices and
under conditions which approximate those generally used in
commercial Aglaonema production. During the production of
the plants, day temperature ranged from about 28° C. to 33°
C., night temperature ranged from about 18° C. to 25° C. and
light levels were about 2,500 foot-candles. Plants were grown
from a single stem cutting and were approximately 9 months
old when the detailed description was taken.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

Classification:

Botanical.—Aglaonema commutatum.

Common name.—Aglaonema.

Parentage.—Female, or seed parent: Aglaonema com-
mutatum cultivar ‘Curtiss1’, not patented. Male, or
pollen parent: Aglaonema commutatum cultivar
‘“Treubi1’, not patented.

Propagation.—Type: By tip cuttings. Time to initiate
roots, summer: About 20-24 days at 25° C. to 35° C.
Time to mitiate roots, winter: About 25-32 days at 15°
C. to 27° C. Time to produce a rooted young plant,
summer: About 30-35 days at 25° C. t0 35° C. Time to

produce a rooted young plant, winter: About 40-45
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days at 15° C. to 27° C. Root description: Abundant
fleshy whitish-colored roots with finer lateral roots.
Plant description:

Plant/growth habit—Short compact plant habat;
inverted triangle. Vigorous, dense growth habait; suit-
able for 15-cm to 20-cm containers. New leaves 1ni-
tially upright and then pointing outwardly with devel-
opment.

Plant height, from soil level to top of leaf canopy
plane—About 25 cm to 30 cm.

Plant diameter or spread.—About 40 cm to 48 cm.

Stem description:

Branching habit.—Plants of the new Aglaonema are
freely basal branching with about 8 to 10 basal
branches developing per plant.

Aspect.—Mostly upright.

Strength.—Strong.

Length, soil level to junction of two voungest leaves.—
15 cmto 18 cm.

Diameter—About 1.5 cm.

Internode length.—About 7 mm to 9 mm.

Color. immature.—137C mottled with 148C and 148D.

Color, mature.—151C mottled with 148C and 148D:;
with further development, 153C to 133D mottled with
148C and 148D.

Foliage description:

Arrangement.—Alternate/whorled; simple.
Length—About 17 to 22 cm.

Width (flattened).—About 3.3 cm to 3.9 cm.
Shape.—ILanceolate.
Apex —Sharply acuminate.

Base—Obtuse.
Margin.—Entire; mostly flat with some broad undula-
tions.

lexture —Upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous.

Venation pattern.—Pinnate.

Color—Developing leaves, upper surface: Ground
color, between 137B to 137C; venal areas 191B to
191C. Venation: Midrib 137A to 137B; primary veins
137A. Developing leaves, lower surface: Ground
color 138B uniform’. Venation: Midrib 138B; pri-
mary veins 138D. Fully expanded leaves, upper sur-
face: Ground color, 139A, venal areas, 191 A to 191B.
Venation: Midrib 191 A 1n basal half, fading to 138B
near the apex; primary veins 191C. Fully expanded
leaves, lower surface: Ground color, 137C; venal
areas mottled with 155A to 155B. Venation: Midrib
155A to 1558, mottling associated with edges of mid-
rib 155A to 155B; primary veins 155A to 1535B.

Petiole.—Aspect: Mostly erect, arching outwardly to
about 30° from vertical with development. Length:
8.5t0 9.5 cm. Diameter, distal: about 3 mm. Diameter,
proximal, flattened: About 2 cm. Strength: Strong:
flexible. Color, distal: 1535A to 135B. Color, proxi-
mal: 155A; area adjacent to stem, 155D often faintly
tinged with 138A. Wing length: About 6 cm. Wing
diameter, base: About 1 cm. Wing color, inner sur-

face: 155A. Wing color, outer surface: 153A; area
adjacent to stem, 155A often faintly tinged with
138A.
Intlorescence description: The inflorescence consists of a
spathe and spadix. Inflorescences occur sporadically in
clusters of 4-5 near the shoot apex.
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Spathe.—Length: 7 cm to 8 cm. Width: 2 cm to 3 cm.
Color, immature; outer surface: 149D, inner surface

149D. Color, mature; outer surface: 149D, inner sur-
face 149D.

Spadix.—Length: About 3 cm to 4 cm; Female section:
About 4 mm to 6 mm; Male section: About 3.0 to 3.5
cm. Width: About4 mm to 5 mm. Color: lower female
section; stigmatic surface 15D to 15C; outer ovary
surface 149D. Each spadix contains about 5 to 7 indi-
vidual female flowers. Color: upper male section;
158A.

Peduncle—ILength: About 5 cm to 6 cm. Diameter:
About 2 mm to 3 mm. Color: 139D.
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The new Aglaonema 1s apparently sterile, since no pollen
has been produced on any of several intlorescences observed
and no seed has been produced following controlled pollina-
tions.

Disease/pest resistance: No unusual resistance or susceptibil-
ity to 1nsects and diseases noted.

Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Aglaonema have
been observed to be tolerant to temperatures ranging from
about 13° C. to about 40° C. for several hours.

We claim:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Aglaonema plant as shown
and described herein.
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