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Latin name of the genus and species: Begonia boliviensisx
micranthera.
Variety denomination: ‘Nzcfour’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The new cultivar 1s a product of a planned breeding pro-
gram. The new variety originated from a cross pollination of
the seed parent, an unpatented, variety of Begonia bolivien-
sisxmicranthera with the pollen parent, an unpatented variety
of Begonia boliviensis directed by the inventor in February of
2007. The crossing was made in Palmerston North, New
Zealand, at a commercial greenhouse.

‘Nzclour” was selected by the iventor, Ed Morgan 1n
August 2007 1n Palmerston, New Zealand at a commercial
greenhouse among seedlings resulting from the February
2007 crossing.

After selection of the new cultivar, asexual reproduction of
‘Nzciour’ was first performed in the same commercial green-
house by vegetative cuttings 1n December of 2007. ‘Nzciour’
has since produced several generations and has shown that the
unique features of this cultivar are stable and reproduced true

to type.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The cultivar ‘Nzciour’ has not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary

somewhat with variations in environment such as tempera-
ture, day length, and light intensity, without, however, any
variance 1n genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are
determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Nzciour.’
These characteristics in combination distinguish ‘Nzciour’ as
a new and distinct Begonia cultivar.

1. Distinctive Greyed-Purple color of underside of foliage.

2. Unusual bronze/purple colored stems.

PARENTAL COMPARISON

Plants of the new cultivar ‘Nzcfour’ are similar to the
female parent 1n most horticultural characteristics. However,
‘Nzciour’ differs in producing different colored tflowers.
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Plants of the new cultivar ‘Nzciour’ are similar to the male
parent 1n most horticultural characteristics. However, ‘Nzc-
four’ differs 1n producing foliage of a different color.

COMMERCIAL COMPARISON

Plants of the new cultivar ‘Nzcfour’ are similar to the
commercial variety ‘NZCTWQO’ U.S. Plant Pat. No. 21,177 1n
most horticultural characteristics. However, ‘Nzciour’ differs
in producing different color flowers than, ‘NZCTWQO’ and
darker stems.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph 1n FIG. 1 1illustrates in full
color a typical plant of ‘Nzclfour’ grown 1n a greenhouse 1n
Palmerston North, New Zealand. This plant 1s approximately
2 years old, shown 1n a 2 liter pot. The photograph was taken
using conventional techniques and although colors may
appear different from actual colors due to light reflectance 1t
1s as accurate as possible by conventional photographic tech-
niques.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart 2001 except
where general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used. The following observations and measurements describe
‘Nzciour’ plants grown 1n a greenhouse in Stuttgart, Ger-
many. Temperatures ranged from 16° C. to 20° C. at night to
18° C. to 20° C. durning the day. No artificial light, photope-
riodic treatments or chemical treatments were given to the
plants. Measurements and numerical values represent aver-
ages of typical plant types.

Botanical classification: Begonia boliviensisxmicranthera

‘Nzciour’

Age the plant described: Approximately 1 year.
Container size of the plant described: 3 liter commercial
containet.
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PROPAGATTON

Typically reproduced by vegetative cuttings. Under 1deal
greenhouse conditions, at temperatures from 16° to 20° C. a
tully rooted plant, ready to be planted outdoors 1s produced 1n
9 weeks time. Tuber formation not observed to date.

PLANT

Growth habit: Upright. Basal shoots arising vertically.
Mature height: Approximately 80 cm.

Plant spread: Approximately 45 cm.

Growth rate: Moderate.

Branching characteristics: Basal branching.

Internode length: Average 90 cm.

Stem diameter: Approximately 1.2 cm.

Stem texture: Smooth.

Stem color: Near RHS Greyed-Purple 183D.
Length: Approximately 60 cm

FOLIAG.

T

Leat:

Arrangement.—Alternate and opposite occurring leaves
occurring at 90 degree angle from stem.

Quantity.—Average 10 per primary branches 3 to 6 on
shorter branches.

Average length.—Broad apical section 6.6 cm average,
narrow basal section 2.2 cm average.

Average width.—Broader section 2.9 cm, narrower sec-
tion 1.1 cm.

Shape of blade.—curved, non-symmetrical lanceolate.

Apex.—Acute.

Base.—Oblique.

Margin.—Double serrate.

lexture upper and lower surface.—Pubescent.

Aspect.—Slight convex curve.

Color.—Young foliage upper side: Near RHS Yellow-
Green 147A. Young foliage under side: Near RHS

Greyed-Purple 1835A. Mature foliage upper side:
RHS Yellow-Green 147A. Margins near Greyed-

Purple 183B. Mature foliage under side: RHS
Greyed-Purple 183B.

Venation.—1ype: Pinnate. Venation color upper side:
RHS Green 139B. Venation color under side: RHS

Greyed-Purple 183B.

Petiole.—Length: Approximately 0.5 to 1.0 cm. Diam-
cter: Approximately 0.2 cm. Color: Near RHS
Greyed-Purple 183C. Texture: Smooth.

Stipule.—Not observed to date.

FLOWER

Natural bloom season: Spring until Fall.

Flower arrangement: Singly occurring, stellate shaped. Seli-
cleaning flowers last approximately 5 days on the plant. At
present, only one type of flower has been observed to date.

Bud:

Shape.—QOvate.

Length.— Approximately 1 to 2 cm.

Diameter— Approximately 0.5 to 1.0 cm.

Color—Near RHS Red 45C and 45D, both colors
present.

Flower size:

Average diameter.—2.7 cm.
Depth.—Average 3.1 cm.
Tepals:
Quantity.—4, 2 larger tepals, 2 smaller tepals.
Larger tepals.—Length: Approximately 2.4 cm. Width:
Approximately 1.3 cm.
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Smaller tepals: Length: Approximately 2.3 cm. Width:
Approximately 0.7 cm.

Arrangement.—QOverlap at base for lower 15 of tlowers.

Shape.—Very narrow deltoid.

Apex.—Acute.

Base.—QObtuse.

Margin.—Entire.

lexture, upper and lower surfaces.—Smooth.

Color—Outside tepals when opening: Near RHS Red
S52A. Inner tepals when opening: Near RHS Red 45C
and Red 47B, both colors present. Outside tepals:
Near RHS Red 43B. Inner tepals: Near RHS Red 52A.

Sepals: Not Present.
Pedicels:

Length.—Approximately 0.23 cm.

Diameter—Approximately 0.15 cm.

Angle.—About 70° to the lateral branch.

1exture.—Smooth.

Color—Near RHS Red 435A and also Greyed-Red
179A.

Bracteoles.—Length: Approximately 0.2 cm. Diameter:
Approximately 0.2 cm. Shape: Deltoid. Texture:
Smooth. Color: Near RHS Red 43C with Greyed-Red
179A.

Peduncles:

Length.—Approximately 4 cm.

Diameter.— Approximately 0.3 cm.

Angle.—About 70° to the lateral branch.

lexture.—Smooth.

Color—Near RHS Red 45A and also Greyed-Red
179A.

Peducle bracts.—Color: Near RHS Red 43C. Texture:
Smooth. Shape: Deltoid. Size: Approximately 0.3 cm
in diameter and length.

Fragrance: None.

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS

Stamens:
Number.—Approximately 30.

Stamen length.— Approximately 0.2 cm.
Stamen color—Near RHS Yellow-Orange 14C.

Filament color—Near RHS Yellow-Orange 14C.

Anther color.—Near RHS Yellow-Orange 17C.

Anther shape.—I1 1near.

Anther length.—Approximately 0.1 cm.

Pollen.—Moderate, colored near RHS Yellow-Orange
14C.

Pistil: 6 present.
Pistil color—Near RHS Orange 25B.
Pistil length.—Approximately 8 cm.
Stigma color—Near RHS Orange 26B.
Style color.—Near RHS Orange 27D.

OTHER CHARACTERISTICS

Seeds: Typical dust-like Begonia boliviensis seeds. Colored
near Green 137A and Red 352C.

Disease/pest resistance: Moderate resistance and susceptibil-
ity to common diseases and pests of Begornia have been
observed 1n the new variety.

Temperature tolerance: Tolerates temperatures from approxi-
mately 4° C. to 38° C.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Begonia boliviensisxmi-
cranthera plant named ‘Nzciour’ as herein 1illustrated and

described.
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