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Botanical classification: Dianthus gratianopolitanus.
Variety denomination: ‘Faith’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Dianthus plant, botanically known as Dianthus gratiano-
politanus ‘Faith’ and will be referred to hereimnafter by its
cultivar name, ‘Faith’. The new cultivar represents a new
cultivar of cheddar pink, an herbaceous perennial grown for
landscape use.

‘Faith’ was discovered 1n a container block by the inventors
in a nursery in Lewisburg, Tenn. in April of 2007. The new
cultivar arose as a naturally occurring chimeral mutation that
arose during propagation of Dianthus gratianopolitanus
‘Firewitch’ (not patented).

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar was {irst accom-
plished using basal stem cuttings 1n June of 2007/ in Paw Paw,
Mich. Propagation by stem cuttings and 1n vitro propagation
has determined that the characteristics of this cultivar have

been determined to be stable and are reproduced true to type
1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are
determined to be the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes 1n combination distinguish ‘Faith’ as unique from
all other varieties of Dianthus known to the inventors.

1. ‘Faith’ exhibits foliage that 1s variegated with blue-green
centers and creamy white margins with the center color
becoming more blue as the season progresses.

2. ‘Faith’ exhibits tlowers that are light pink in color with a
small white eye.

3. ‘Faith’ exhibits a compact plant habat.

4. ‘Faith’ blooms for about 3 weeks 1n mid spring.

‘Faith’ differs from its parent plant, ‘Firewitch’ in having
variegated foliage, 1n having flowers that are more pink and
less bright 1n color, 1n blooming slightly later 1n the season,
and 1n being more compact. ‘Faith’ can be most closely com-
pared to other cultivars that are also chimeral mutations of

‘Firewitch’, ‘Bewitched” (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,159) and
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‘“Wicked Witch’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 19,824). ‘Bewitched’
differs from ‘Faith’ in lacking variegated foliage and 1n hav-
ing pink tlowers with a small burgundy eye. *Wicked Witch’
differs from ‘Faith’ 1in lacking variegated foliage and 1n hav-
ing flowers that are cherry red in color. ‘Faith’ can also be
compared to ‘Bath’s Pink’ (not patented), which 1s similar to
‘Faith’ 1n having light pink flowers and i bloom period.
‘Faith Pink” differs from ‘Bath’s” in having a much less com-
pact plant habit and 1n lacking varniegated foliage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new Dian-
thus. The photographs 1n the figures were taken of a plant
about 12 months 1n age as grown outside 1n a 1-quart con-
tainer 1n Lewisburg, Tenn.

FIG. 1 shows the plant habit of ‘Faith’ in bloom.

FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the foliage of ‘Faith’.

FIG. 3 provides a close-up of the flowers of ‘Faith’.

The colors 1n the photographs may differ slightly from the
color values cited 1n the detailed botanical description, which
accurately describe the colors of the new Dianthus.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of a plant about 12
months 1n age as grown outside 1 a 1-quart container in
Lewisburg, Tenn. The phenotype of the new cultivar may vary
with variations 1n environmental, climatic, and cultural con-
ditions, as 1t has not been tested under all possible environ-
mental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n accordance

with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticul-

tural Society, London, England, except where general color
terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
General description:

Blooming period—Blooms for about 3 weeks 1 mid
spring 1n Michigan (begins to bloom about one week
later than its parent plant, ‘Firewitch’).

Plant habit.—Herbaceous perennial, evergreen, tightly
mounded foliage with upright tlower scapes.
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Height and spread.—An average of 15 cm 1n height and
about 15 c¢cm 1n width.
Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 4 to 9.

Diseases and pests.—No susceptibility or resistance to

4

Flower type.—Salviform.

Flower size—About 1.7 cm 1n diameter and 2 cm 1n
depth.

Flower buds.—About 1.5 cm 1n length and 4 mm 1n

diseases or pests has been observed. 5 width, oblong in shape, color base 138B and apex
Root description.—Fibrous. 70B. | |
Growth and propagation: Peduncle.—An average of 1 cm 1n length and 1 mm 1n
Propagation.—Stem cuttings and tissue culture (pre- d{ameterj 138A 1n 90101’:_%1311‘30115-
ferred). Pedicel —Flowers are sessile to peduncle.
Growth rate— Moderate. slow for Dianthus 10 Petals.—4, limb 1s obdeltoid 1n shape, glabrous surface,
Stem descri tion: j ' rounded apex, margins are serrated along apex and
Stem Sﬁm fh __Strong and held upright sides and entire at base, limb 1s about 7 mm 1n width
Shape —(i*ai solid S\%Ollen at noclljes ' and length, claw (enclosed 1n calyx) 1s an average of 1
Stem color—Young; 138 A, mature; 137A; towards base cm in length an 3 in Wldjfh’ color when opening
of clump 1nternodes 145B 1n color, nodes N77A. = upper surface; claw 144D, limb 71_D: color when
Stem size.—Average of 1.2 mm 1n di:fimeter and 8 cm 1n opening lower surface; claw 144D, limb 71B, color
lenoth .(includin edu;lcl ) when mature open upper and lower surface; claw
Sten Euffa co 4}1515:0113 ‘ 144D, limb N74C and eye zone 155A, not persistent.
Branching habit.—Numerous dense branches emerge in Calyx.—Cylindrical in shape, fused sep:%ls with
whorls from stout woody stems, about 50 lateral = un-fused a‘pex,'glaucous, AVELast Cff [.2cmin l?ngt'l
branches per plant j and 5 mm 1n width, 138A to 138C 1n color, persistent
Foliace descri tign' i and dries to about 164C 1n color.
%eafdfvfffon .—Sim le Sepals.—35, fused, the triangle-shaped tip at apex are
Leaf sk ;Lineaf | un-fused and about 3 mm in length and 3 mm 1n width.
A | 25 Epicalyx.—Comprised of 4 involucre bracts; oblong to

Leaf base.—Blunt, clasping to stem.

Leaf apex.—Narrowly acute.

Leaf margin.—Entire.

Leaf venation.—Linear, not conspicuous, color same as
leaf color.

ovate 1n shape with truncate base and acute apex,
about 6 to 8 mm 1n length and 3 mm 1n width, 138B to
138C 1n color, glaucous.

Reproductive organs:

. . 30 (Grynoecium.—Pistil; about 2 cm 1n length at maturity,
Eig;jiﬁcfnéizﬁSe:SSﬂz’S?tljspmg' extended beyond petals, styles; 155B 1n color, crys-
Leaf su ffai? Sl:aucoﬁsp ' talline 1n appearance, about 1 cm 1n length, stigma;
Leaf colox;Newly ema;:rged and mature upper and 1558 m CO]OI.. and curled, ovary; sqperif:} r, oblong in

lower surface; 137A with glaucous coating of 189B, shape, 7 mm 1n length and 2.5 mm 1n width, 144A n
basal clasping portion N144D . color

. . . Androecium.—Stamens; 10, un-fused, about 6 mm 1n

Leaf size.—Average of 2.3 cm in length and 3 mm 1n lenoth. fil 145D in color. about S  Tenofh

width with basal portion clasping leal about 3 mm cnglh, lilament; - L0700t d out> mm in length,

Wi dt:;l nd lenoth very fine and crystalline in appearance, anthers; NSOC

Toligoe fra mncge ;None in color, dorsifixed, oblong 1n shape, about 1.5 mm 1n

S€/r9s ' ' 40 length and 0.5 mm 1n width, pollen; not discernable.

Flower description:
Inflovescence type.—Solitary and occasionally pairs of
salviform tlowers at terminus of lateral branches.
Lastingness of inflovescence.—About 4 days.
Fragrance.—Sweet.

Quantity of flowers.—About 100 flowers per one-gallon
plant. £ % % k%

Fruit and seed.—Development of seeds was not
observed.
It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Dianthus plant named
45 ‘Faith’ as herein 1llustrated and described.
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