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Botanical classification: Hyvdrangea paniculata.
Variety denomination: ‘Bokratlame’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Hydrangea plant botanically known as Hydrangea panicu-
lata and heremalter referred to by the cultivar name
‘Bokratlame’.

The new cultivar 1s the product of a breeding program
conducted by the inventor 1n a cultivated area of Boskoop,
The Netherlands. The objective of the breeding program was
to develop new Hydrangea cultivars with a compact habit and
attractive flowers.

‘Bokraflame’ originated from open pollination of the
female or seed parent an unnamed proprietary cultivar of
Hydrangea paniculata (not patented) 1n 2003. The male or
pollen parent 1s unknown. The cultivar ‘Bokraflame’ was
selected by the inventor 1n 2006 as a single plant in Boskoop,
The Netherlands.

Asexual reproduction by cuttings of the new cultivar
‘Bokraflame’ was first performed 1n 2006 1n Boskoop, The
Netherlands. Since that time, under careful observation, the
unique characteristics of the new Hydrangea cultivar have
been uniform, stable and reproduced true to type in successive
generations of asexual reproduction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following represent the distinguishing characteristics
of the new Hydrangea cultivar ‘Bokratlame’. These traits 1n
combination distinguish ‘Bokraflame” as a new and distinct
cultivar apart from all other existing varieties of Hydrangea
known to the inventor. ‘Bokratlame” has not been tested under

all possible conditions and phenotypic differences may be
observed with variations 1n environmental, climatic, and cul-
tural conditions, however, without any variance 1n genotype.
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(57) ABSTRACT

A new cultivar of Hydrangea plant named ‘Bokratlame’ that
1s characterized by a compact habit, dense broad conical
flower panicles with large numbers of sterile flowers and
green-white sterile flower sepals that fade to grey-red.
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1. Hydrangea ‘Bokraflame’ exhibits a compact habiat.

2. Hvdrangea ‘Bokratflame’ exhibits dense broad conical

flower panicles with large numbers of sterile flowers.

3. Hvdrangea ‘Bokraflame’ exhibits green-white sterile

tlower sepals that fade to grey-red.

The closest comparison plant 1s Hydrangea ‘Limelight’
(U.S. Plant Pat. No. 12,874) ‘Bokraflame’ 1s distinguishable
from ‘Limelight’ 1n having a more compact habit and sterile
flowers that are green-white. The sterile tlowers of ‘Lime-
light” are vellow-white. The sterile flower sepals of
‘Bokraflame’ fade to grey-red. The sterile flower sepals of
‘Limelight’ fade to light pink.

The new cultivar ‘Bokraflame’ 1s distinguishable from the
unnamed female parent in having a more compact habit and a
larger number of sterile tlowers. The sterile tlower sepals of
‘Bokratlame’ fade to grey-red. The sterile flower sepals of the
unnamed female parent plant fade to dark pink.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying photograph illustrates the distinguish-
ing traits of Hydrangea ‘Bokratlame’. The plant 1n the pho-
tograph shows an overall view of a two year old outdoor field
grown plant. The photograph was taken using conventional
techniques and although colors may appear different from
actual colors due to light reflectance 1t 1s as accurate as pos-
sible by conventional photographic techmques.

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT

The following 1s a detailed description of the new Hydran-
gea cultivar named ‘Bokraflame’. Data was collected 1n
Boskoop, The Netherlands from two year old outdoor field
grown plants. The time of year was October and the tempera-
tures ranged from 8-20° Centigrade during the day, and 1-12°
Centigrade during the night. The light level was natural out-
door light and there were no photoperiodic treatments or
growth retardants used. Color determinations are 1n accor-
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dance with The Royal Horticultural Society Color Chart, 57
edition 2007, except where general color terms of ordinary
dictionary significance are used. The growing requirements
are similar to the species.

Botanical classification:

‘Bokratlame’.

Parentage: ‘Bokraflame’ resulted from open pollination
between the female parent an unnamed proprietary cultivar
of Hvdrangea paniculata and an unknown male parent.

Vigor: Moderate.

Growth rate: Moderate.

Growth habit: Broad upright.

Plant shape: Broad obovate.

Suitable container size: 2 liter.

Height: Average 63.6 cm. 1n height.

Width: Average 70.6 cm. 1n diameter.
Hardiness: USDA Zone 4.
Propagation: Softwood cuttings.
Time to mitiate roots: Approximately 26 weeks are required
to produce a rooted plant.
Crop time: Approximately 12 months are required to achieve
a finished plant from a rooted cutting.
Root system: Fine and fibrous.
Stem:
Branching habit—Free branching.
Basal branching.—Yes.
Average number of lateral branches.—277.
Pinching.—No.
Lateral branch diameter.— Average 5 mm. 1n diameter.
Lateral branch length.—Average 46.2 cm. 1n length.
Stem angle.—Average 50 degrees from soil plane.
Stem strength.—Strong.
Stem color immature.—183C.
Stem color mature.—N199B to 200D.
Pubescence.—Immature branches sparsely covered
with short adpressed hairs, 0.75 mm. i length,
N135A 1n color.
Internode length.— Approximately 4.9 mm. between
nodes.
Shape.—Rounded, smooth.
Foliage:
Leaf arrangement.—QOpposite or 1n whorls of three.
Leaf shape.—QOvate.
Leaf tip.—Apiculate.
Leaf base.—Rounded.
Leaf margin.—Serrate.
Leaf length.—10.2 cm.
Leaf width.—5.3 cm.
lexture upper side.—Dull, moderately rugose.
lexture under side.—Dhull, slightly rugose.
Pubescence.—Both sides covered with short hairs, 1
mm. in length, color 157C to 157D, hairs on upper
side strigose.
Vein pattern.—Pinnate.
Leaf color yvoung, upper surface.—137B.
Leaf color yvoung, lower surface.—147B.
Leaf color mature, upper surface.—N137A.
Leaf color mature, lower surface.—138B.

Vein colov, upper side.—14'7B to 1477C.

Vein color, under side.—148C to 148D.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate.

Petiole dimensions.—5.3 cm. 1n length and 3.0 mm. 1n
diameter.

Petiole texture upper side.—Dull, moderately pubescent

with hairs 0.5 mm. 1n length, color 157C to 137D.

paniculata

Hydrangea
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Petiole texture under side.—Dull, sparsely pubescent
with hairs 0.5 mm. 1n length, color 157C to 137D.

Petiole color upper side.—183B.
Petiole color under side.—181A.

5 Flower:
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Flowering season.—Summer to early autumn.

Time to flower from planting.— Approximately 1 year.

Fragrance.—None.

Inflorescence type.—Broad conical lacecap panicles
with large sepals.

Panicle height—Average 16.2 cm. 1n height.

Panicle diameter.—Average 14.3 cm. in diameter.

Sterile tflowers:

Sterile flower arrangement.—A central eye that opens
into four petals surrounded by four sepals.

Bud length.— Average 3.0 mm. 1n length.

Bud diameter.—Average 2.5 mm. in diameter.

Bud shape.—Flattened globose.

Bud color—145B, tip 186B.

Quantity of sterile flowers per inflorescence.— Average
163.

Aspect.—Upright to slightly outward.

Shape.—Rotate.

Dimensions.—Average 4.2 mm. 1mn diameter and 8.0
mm. in height.

Longevity.—Approximately 2 to 3 weeks.

Persistent or self-cleaning.—Persistent.

Number of petals.—Four 1n number.

Petal arrangement.—Rotate.

Petal shape.—QOvate.

Petal margin.—Entire.

Petal apex.—Acute.

Petal base.—Cuneate.

Petal dimensions.—Average 3.0 mm. 1n length and 2.0
mm. 1n width.

Petal texture.—Smooth and glossy both sides.

Petal color when opening (under side).—157C to 157D,

tip 186B.

Petal color when opening (upper side).—157C to 157D,
tip 186D.

Petal color fully opened (under side).—157C to 157D,
tip 186B.

Petal color fading to.—Not fading.

Number of sepals.—Average 4.

Sepal arrangement.—Rotate.

Sepal shape.—Broad ovate to broad elliptic.

Sepal margin.—Entire.

Sepal apex.—Obtuse.

Sepal base.—Cuneate.

Sepal dimensions.—Average 2.1 cm. 1n length and 1.8
cm. 1n width.

Sepal surface.—Smooth, dull both surfaces.

Sepal coloy, yvoung (upper side).—1D to 150D.

Sepal color, yvoung (under side).—1D to 150D.

Sepal color, mature (upper side).—145B to 1435C.

Sepal color, mature (under side).—145D.

Sepal color fading to (upper side).—181 C to 181 D.

Sepal color fading to (under side).—182C 1o 182D, base
flushed with 145C.

Pedicel dimensions.—Average 2.2 cm. 1 length and 1.0
mm. 1n diameter.

Pedicel angle.—85° from vertical.

Pedicel strength.—Moderate.

Pedicel texture.—Smooth, dull.

Pedicel color.—155D to 157D.
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Stamen number.—Average 8.
Filament length.—Average 2.5 mm.
Filament color.—157C to 157D.

Anther shape.—Double kidney shaped.
Anther length.—1.0 mm.
Anther color—156D.

Amount of pollen.—Low.
Pollen color.—158D.

Gynoecium.—Absent.
Fertile flowers:
Bud length.— Average 3.0 mm. 1n length.
Bud diameter.—Average 2.5 mm. in diameter.
Bud shape.—Flattened globose.
Bud color—1435B, t1ip 186B.
Quantity of fertile flowers per inflorescence.—Average

120.

Aspect.—Upright to outward.

Shape.—Rotate.

Dimensions.—Average 5.0 mm. mn diameter and 6.0
mm. in height.

Longevity.—Approximately 1 week.

Persistent or self-cleaning.—Seli-cleaning.

Number of petals.—Five in number.

Petal arrangement.—Rotate.

Petal shape.—QOvate.

Petal margin.—Entire.

Petal apex.—Acute.

Petal base.—Cuneate.

Petal dimensions.—Average 3.0 mm. 1n length and 2.0
mm. 1n width.

Petal texture.—Smooth and glossy both sides.

Petal color when opening (under side).—1435C.

Petal color when opening (upper side).—1435C.

Petal color fully opened (upper side).—1435C.

Petal color fully opened (under side).—1435C.

Petal color fading to.—Not fading.

Number of sepals.—Average 3.

Sepal arrangement.—Rotate.

Sepal shape.—Broad ovate.

Sepal margin.—Entire.

Sepal apex.—Broad acute.

Sepal base.—Cuneate.
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Sepal dimensions.—Average 2.0 mm. in length and 1.0
mm. 1n width.

Sepal surface.—Smooth, dull both surfaces.

Sepal coloy, voung (upper side).—144C.

Sepal coloy, voung (under side).—144C.

Sepal coloy, mature (upper side).—144C.

Sepal coloy, mature (under side).—144C.

Sepal color fading to (upper side).—144B.

Sepal color fading to (under side).—144B.
Pedicel dimensions.—Average 2.2 mm. 1 length and
0.5 mm. 1n diameter.

Pedicel strength.—Moderate.

Pedicel texture.—Smooth, dull.
Pedicel color—145C.

Stamen number.—Average 10.
Filament length.— Average 3.5 mm.
Filament color.—155C.

Anther shape.—Double kidney shaped.
Anther length.—1.0 mm.

Anther color.—156D.

Amount of pollen.—ILow.

Pollen color—138D.

Number of pistils.—3.

Pistil length.—2 mm.

Stigma shape.—Flattened on top of style.
Stigma color.—145D.

Style length.—1.0 mm.

Style color.—145C.

Ovary color—143A.

Fruit: Approximately 60 fruits per inflorescence are formed,
which 1s 50% of the fertile flowers. Sterile tlowers contain
anthers only and do not set fruit. The fruit 1s a dry capsule,
shaped elliptic with an attenuate base and dry remains of
persistent styles on top. The average length of the fruit 1s 5
mm, average width of the fruit 1s 2 mm. Colored grey-
brown to brown; N199B to 200D.

Seed: Small dust-like seeds, 0.3 mm. 1n size, grey-brown;
N199A to N199B.

Disease and pest resistance: Has not been observed to date.
I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of Hvdrangea plant named

‘Bokraflame’ as described and 1llustrated.
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