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Botanical designation: Syzygium australe. Plants of the new Syzygium differ ifrom plants of the female
Cultivar denomination: ‘BIG RED’. parent, ‘Aussie Compact’, in the following characteristics:
1. Plants of the new Syzygium are taller and have longer
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION internodes than plants of ‘Aussie Compact’.
S 2. Plants of the new Syzygium have larger leaves than plants
The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar of ‘Aussie Compact’.
of Syzygium plant, botanically known as Syzygium australe, 3. Developing leaves and stems of plants of the new Syzy-
and hereinafter reterred to by the name ‘Big Red’. gium are greyed orange and purple, respectively, in color
The new Syzygium plant originated from an open-pollina- whereas developing leaves and stems of plants of
tionin 2003 in Clagiraba, Queensland, Australia, of Syzygium 1° ‘Aussie Compact’ are yellow green 1n color.
australe ‘Aussie Compact’, not patented, as the female, or Plants of the new Syzygium can also be compared to plants
seed, parent with an unknown selection of Syzygium australe, of the Syzygium australe ‘Elegance’, not patented. Plants of
as the male, or pollen, parent. The new Syzygium was discov- the new Syzygium differ primarily from plants of ‘Elegance’
ered and selected by the Inventor as a single plant within the in the following characteristics:
progeny of the stated open-pollination in a controlled nursery > 1. Plants of the new Syzygium are taller and broader than
environment in Clagiraba, Queensland, Australia in 2004. plants of ‘Elegance’.
Asexual reproduction of the new Syzygium plant by cut- 2. Plants of the new Syzygium have broader leaves than
tings 1 Clagiraba, Queensland, Australia since 2004, has plants of ‘Elegance’.

shown that the unique features of this new Syzygium plant are

3. Developing leaves and stems of plants of the new Syzy-
stable and reproduced true to type in successive generations. 20

gium are greyed orange and purple, respectively, in color
whereas developing leaves and stems of plants of

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ‘Elegance’ are brown 1n color.

Plants of the new Syzygium have not been observed under
all possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may
vary somewhat with variations 1n environment such as tem-
perature and light intensity, without, however, any variance in

55 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographs illustrate the overall
appearance of the new Syzygium plant. The photographs show

genotype. | | the colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain in
The followmg traits ha&:"e beenr epeateidly observ ‘3(_1 andare . colored reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs
determined to ]?‘3 _th‘ff unique Ch?mCt?ﬂ_SthS_ ot Blg Red’. may differ slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed
T'hese characteristics in combination distinguish “Big Red’ as botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
a new and distinct cultivar of Syzygium. the new Syzygium plant.
1. Upright to bushy to outwardly spreading plant habat. The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side perspec-
2. Relatively large leaves that are initially greyed orange in 35 tive view of typical plants of ‘Big Red” grown in an outdoor
color. nursery.
3. Developing stems are greyed purple in color. The photograph on the second sheet 1s a side perspective

4. Good garden performance. view ol a typical plant of ‘Big Red’ grown 1n a container.
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The photograph on the third sheet 1s a close-up view of a
typical plant of ‘Big Red’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The atorementioned photographs and following observa-
tions and measurements describe plants grown 1n Clagiraba,
Queensland, Australia during the summer and autumn 1n
30-cm containers 1n an outdoor nursery and under conditions
and practices which approximate those generally used 1n
commercial Syzygium production. During the production of
the plants, day temperatures ranged from 33° C. to 40° C. and
night temperatures ranged from 22° C. to 23° C. Measure-
ments and numerical values for represent averages for typical
13-month old plants. In the following description, color ret-
erences are made to The Royal Horticultural Society Colour
Chart, 2007 Edition, except where general terms of ordinary
dictionary significance are used.

Botanical classification: Syzvgium australe ‘Big Red’.
Parentage:
Female, or seed, parvent.—Syvzygium australe ‘Aussie
Compact’, not patented.
Male, or pollen, parent.—Unknown selection of Syzy-
gium australe, not patented.
Propagation:
1Iype.—By cuttings.
Time to initiate roots, summer.—About seven to ten days
at 20° C. to 25° C.

Time to initiate voots, winter—About 10 to 14 days at
15° C. to 20° C.

Time to produce a rooted young plant, summer.—About

25 to 30 days at 20° C. to 25° C.

1ime to produce a rooted young plant, winter.—About
35 to 40 days at 15° C. to 20° C.

Root description.—Medium 1n thickness; fibrous; white
in color.

Rooting habit.—Moderately branching; sparse to mod-
crately dense.

Plant description:

Plant form/growth habit.—Evergreen perennial; upright
to bushy to outwardly spreading plant habit; inverted
triangle; relatively medium to tall and medium 1n
width; vigorous growth habat.

Plant height at maturity.—About 4 meters.

Plant diameter or spread at maturity.—About 2.5
meters.
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Stem description.—Branching habit: Freely branching
habit, plants are dense and bushy. Internode length:
About 3 cm to 4.8 cm. Aspect: About 40° to 45° from
vertical. Strength: Strong. Texture: Smooth, glabrous.
Color, developing: Close to 187A. Color, mature:
Close to 199C.

Foliage description:

Arrangement.—Opposite and alternate, simple.

Attitude.—Horizontal to semi-erect.

Length.—About 6 cm to 7 cm.

Width.—About 3.8 cm to 4.5 cm.

Shape.—Elliptic.

Apex.— Abruptly acute; outwardly hooked.

Base.—Obtuse and slightly asymmetric.

Margin.—Entire; undulation absent to very weak.

lexture, upper and lower surfaces.—Smooth, glabrous.

Venation pattern.—Pinnate.

Color—Newly emerged leaves, upper and lower sur-
faces: Between 166A and 177A. Developing leaves,
upper surface: Between 146A to 148A; towards the
margins, close to 174A. Developing leaves, lower

surtface: Close to 148 A. Fully expanded leaves, upper
surface: Close to N137A; midrib, close to 151A; lat-

eral venation, closeto N137A. Fully expanded leaves,
lower surface: Close to 147B; midrib, close to 151A;
lateral venation, close to 147B.

Petioles.—ILength: About 4.7 mm to 5.3 mm. Color:
Immature, upper and lower surfaces: Close to 178A.
Developing, upper and lower surfaces: Closeto 177B.
Fully developed, upper and lower surfaces: Close to
146B.

Flower description: Flower development has not been
observed to date on plants of the new Syzygium.

Disease/pest resistance: Plants of the new Syzygium have not
been shown to be resistant to pathogens and pests common
to Svzygium.

Garden performance: Plants of the new Syzygium have been
observed to have good garden performance and to tolerate
wind, rain, drought and high temperatures of about 40° C.

It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct Syzygium plant named ‘Big Red” as
illustrated and described.
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