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Botanical classification: Carex oshimensis.
Varietal denomination: ‘Ice Cream’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Carex oshimensis and will be referred to hereafter by 1ts
cultivar name, ‘Ice Cream’. ‘Ice Cream’ 1s a new cultivar of
perennial ornamental grass grown for container and land-
scape use, primarily in shaded exposures.

The Inventor discovered ‘Ice Cream’ in summer of 2007 in
a container 1n his nursery in Kensington, Conn. ‘Ice Cream’
arose as a naturally occurring chimeral mutation of Carex
oshimensis ‘Evergold’ (not patented).

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by rhizome division 1n Kensington, Conn. 1n 2007 by
the Inventor. The characteristics of this cultivar have been
determined to be stable and are reproduced true to type 1n
successive generations both by division and 1n vitro propaga-
tion.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. The new
Carex has not been observed under all possible environmental
conditions. These attributes in combination distinguish ‘Ice
Cream’ from all other selections of Carex known to the Inven-
tor.

1. ‘Ice Cream’ exhibits variegated foliage with wide, dark

green margins and creamy white centers.

2. ‘Ice Cream’ exhibits a more vigorous growth habit in

comparison to its parent plant.

3. ‘Ice Cream’ 1s hardy at least in U.S.D.A. Zones 5 to 9.

‘Ice Cream’ can be most closely compared to its parent,
‘Bvergold’. ‘Evergold” differs from ‘Ice Cream’ in having
narrower green margins and a slower growth habit. ‘Ice
Cream’ can also be compared to the cultivar ‘Gold Strike’
(unpatented). ‘Gold Strike’ 1s also variegated with creamy
white centers and green margins however ‘Gold Strike’ dif-
ters from ‘Ice Cream’ 1n having very fine green margins and
a very dense compact habit.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photograph was taken of a one
year-old plant of ‘Ice Cream’ as grown 1n a one-gallon con-
tainer outdoors in Kensington, Conn. The photograph on FIG.
1 provides a view of the variegation, flowers, and plant habit
of ‘Ice Cream’. The colors of the new Carex 1n the photograph
may differ slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed
botanical description, which accurately describe the colors of
the new Carex.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The general observations and descriptions describe plants
of ‘Ice Cream’ as grown outdoors 1n a one-gallon in Kensing-
ton, Conn. for one year from a single rhizome division. The
phenotype may vary somewhat with variations 1n tempera-
ture, day-length, light intensity, soil types, and water and
tertility levels without, however, any variance in genotype.
The color determinations are in accordance with The 2007
R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticultural Society, Lon-
don, England, except where general color terms of ordinary
dictionary significance are used.

General description:

Blooming period.—Intlorescences emerge 1n spring and
continue into summer 1n the Connecticut, the flowers
are msignificant and ‘Ice Cream’ 1s grown for 1ts foli-
age.

Plant habit.—Evergreen at least to U.S.D.A. Zone 3,
clump-forming, mounded, arching and slowly
spreading via rhizomes.

Height and spread.—Reaches about 20 cm 1n height and
slowly spreads as a groundcover; a single division
spreads to about 9 cm at the base and 36 cm to the
edges of the foliage 1n one growing season.

Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 5 to 9.

Culture.—Grows best in part shade in fertile, well-
drained soils with adequate moisture, tolerant to full
shade 1n warmer climates and full sun 1n cooler cli-
mates.
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Diseases and pests.—Carex oshimensis 1s typically
unaffected by disease and pests.

Root description.—Short, stout rhizomes with fibrous
roofts.

green margins with centers comprising one third to
one half of the leaf area.

Leaf color—Emerging leaf color upper surface; centers
157D with margins 144A, emerging leal color lower

surface: centers 157D with margins 138B, mature leal 35

colorupper surface: centers 150D with margins 137B,
mature leaf color lower surface; centers 150D with
margins 138A.

4

Lastingness of inflovescence on the plant.—About 10
days.

Fragrance.—None.

Floret buds.—Narrowly ovate 1n shape, about 2 mm in

Propagation.—Rhizome division. 5 length and about 1 mm 1 diameter, 138B 1n color.

Growth rate.—Vi1gorous. Spikelet aspect.—Nearly upright.

Branching.—Stemless, shoots arise from rhizomes. Spikelet shape.—Sedge-like, narrowly obovate.

Foliage description: Spikelet color.—Emerge 144B with extended pistils

Leaf shape.—Linear. 161C, dries to 165A with pistils 161 A.

Leaf division.—Simple. 10 Persistence of spikelets.—Persistent.

Leaf base.—Sheathed to rhizome. Floret size—An average of 2.5 mm in diameter and 9

Leaf apex.—Attenuate. mm 1n length.

Leaf aspect.—I eaves 1nitially emerge upright, then cas- Floret description.—1 glume on outer side and 2 lemma
cade at an average of a 45° angle. on inner side, glumes; an average of 8 mm 1n length

Leaf venation.—Parallel, the midrib 1s raised on the 15 and 0.8 mm 1n width, lanceolate 1n shape, margin
lower surface, not prominent or conspicuous, color entire, apex narrowly acute, color of upper and lower
matches leaf color. surtace N144D, surface 1s smooth and dull 1n appear-

Leaf margins.—Entire, scaberulose towards apex. ance, lemma; an average of S mm 1n length and 2 mm

Leaf persistence.—Persistent; evergreen under condi- in width, narrowly ovate 1n shape, margin entire, apex
tions tested. 20 long and mucronate, color of upper and lower surtace

Leaf attachment.—Sheathed. 1448, surface 1s smooth and dull 1n appearance.

Leaf size.—Matures to an average of 26 cm 1n length and Flower stem.—An average of 19 cm 1n length (including
8 mm 1n width. rachis about 10 cm 1n length) and 3 mm 1n width,

Leaf number—Average of 15 leaves per rhizome and 150D 1n color, surface 1s glabrous, an average of 2
about 250 per plant with a base width 9 cm. 25 stem leaves per stem; an average of 5 cm1n length and

Leaf arrangement.—Equitant (overlapping), emerge 2 mm 1n width, 145D in color with thin margin of
from center, sheathed to base. 1438, surface 1s glabrous.

Leaf surface.—Glabrous on upper and lower surface, Rachilla.—An average of 1 cm 1n length and 1 mm 1n
semi-glossy on upper surface. diameter, held upright, glabrous surface, 150D 1n

Leaf variegation pattern.—Creamy white centers and 30 color.

Reproductive organs:

(Grynoecium.—Average of 3 pistils about 7 mm 1n length,
stigma 1s fimbriate, about 2 mm 1n length and 161C 1n
color, style 1s about 0.2 mm 1n length, insuificient in
s1ze to be color coded, ovary 1s oblong 1n shape, about
1.5 mm 1n length, and 145A 1n color.

Androcoecium.—No stamens observed.

Fruits and seeds.—Seed production has not been

Flower description: observed to date.

(General description.—lerminal racemes of pistillate 40
spikelets.

Inflovescence size.—Averages 10 cm 1n height and 1.5
cm 1n width.

Flower quantity per inflovescence.— Typically 25 florets

per spikelet, an average 4 spikelets per raceme. 45 * 0k k% ok

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Carex plant named ‘Ice
Cream’ as herein 1llustrated and described.
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