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Classification: The present invention relates to a new Nan-

dina domestica plant.
Variety denomination: The new plant has the varietal

denomination ‘MURASAKIT’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Nandinaplant, botanically known as Nandina domestica, a
member of the Berberidaceae family, commonly known as
Heavenly Bamboo.

This new ‘MURASAKI’ variety resulted from a naturally
occurring, whole plant mutation discovered in a cultivated
planting of the Nandina domestica variety ‘Harbour Dwarl”
(not patented). ‘MURASAKI appeared different from ‘Har-
bour Dwart” plants growing in stage 3 rooting culture 1n a
plant micropropagation lab in Magnolia, Tex. and was 1ni-
tially discovered around December 20035 by the inventors.

The selection of this plant was based on 1ts unique and
long-lasting wine red-colored young foliage 1in contrast to the
typical lime green-colored young foliage of the cultivar Nan-
dina domestica ‘Harbour Dwarl” (not patented).

The new variety was first reproduced by asexual propaga-
tion (micropropagation) in, Magnolia, Tex. It has since been
reproduced numerous times at Magnolia, Tex. by asexual
propagation (micropropagation). Using this method of
asexual propagation 1t takes 2-3 weeks to mnitiate root devel-
opment. Each of the progeny exhibit identical characteristics
to the original mutant plant, showing that the unique features
of this new Nandina are stable and reproduced true to type 1n
successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new Nandina have not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
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somewhat with varniations in environment such as tempera-
ture, daylength, light intensity, nutrition and water status
without, however, any variance in genotype. The following
observations and descriptions are of 2-year-old plants grown
in a landscape 1n Magnolia, Tex.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are

determined to be the unique characteristics of
‘MURASAKTI’. These characteristics in combination distin-

guish ‘MURASAKI as a new and distinct cultivar:
1. Dense, compact and mounding plant habat.
2. With age will spread through underground rhizomes.
3. Slow growth rate.

4. Unmique wine red colored young foliage and deep grey
green-colored mature foliage. Wine red color of young
foliage 1s retained while the plants are actively growing.

The ‘MURASAKI cultivar has been observed and exten-
stvely tested 1n different growing situations for two years. Its
recognizable characteristics, which distinguish 1t from other
known Nandina cultivars are: 1) compact, dense form, with a
mature height of 12-20"; 2) slow growth rate; 3) has proven
adaptable to harsh environmental conditions; 4) tlowers have
been observed but no fruit has been observed to date; 5)
exhibits unique leal coloration—new growth 1s wine red,
mature winter foliage 1s bronze red; and 6) 1s sun and shade
tolerant maintaining its proportions equally well 1n both con-
ditions.

COMPARISON WITH PARENT

The parent cultivar to the new Nandina 1s the cultivar
‘Harbour Dwart” (not patented). Plants of the new Nandina
may be distinguished from the cultivar ‘Harbour Dwarl” by
the following combination of characteristics as seen 1n side-
by-side comparisons conducted 1n Magnolia Tex. Plants of
the new Nandina ditlered from plants of the cultivar ‘Harbour




US PP21,391 P2

3

Dwarl” primarily in developing foliage coloration as plants of
the new Nandina produced wine red-colored leaves whereas
plants of the cultivar ‘Harbour Dwart” produced lime green-
colored leaves. It has also been observed that plants of the new
Nandina produce a deep grey green colored mature foliage,
Greyed-Green Group 189A, whereas plants of the cultivar
‘Harbour Dwart” produce a deep green colored mature foli-
age, Green Group 136A.

COMPARISON WITH THE CLOSEST
COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE CULTIVAR

The closest commercially available cultivar to the new
Nandina 1s the cultivar ‘Jaytee’ (disclosed 1n U.S. Plant Pat.
No. 14,668). Plants of the new Nandina differed from plants
of the cultivar ‘Jaytee’ primarily 1n developing foliage col-
oration as plants of the new Nandina produced wine red-
colored leaves, Greyed-Purple group 187A, whereas plants of
the cultivar ‘Jaytee” produced bronze-colored leaves, Greyed
Orange group 174A. It has also been observed that plants of
the cultivar ‘Jaytee” produce abundant fruit whereas plants of
the new Nandina have not produced fruit to date.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIONS

FIG. 1-A 1s a photograph of the original plant
‘MURASAKTI’ growing 1n a 72 cell tray with the ‘Harbour
Dwarl” crop 1t was found with at 3 months of age.

FIG. 1-B represents the same plants as FIG. 1-A, but 3
months later 1n a 3 gallon container.

FIG. 2-A 1s a side-by-side comparison of the new variety,
shown on the left, with a ‘Harbour Dwart” shown on the right
to 1llustrate the difference in color of the new growth. Both
plants are 1n a 3 gallon container.

FIG. 2-B 1s a side-by-side comparison of the new variety,
shown on the top of the frame, with a ‘Harbour Dwari” shown
on bottom half of the frame. Both plants are 1n a landscape
setting at approximately 12 months of age.

FIG. 2-C 1s a side-by-side comparison of the new variety,
shown on the left, with a ‘Harbour Dwart” shown on the right
to 1llustrate the difference 1n mature leaf color. Both plants are
in a 3 gallon container.

FI1G. 2-D1s a side-by-side comparison of the new foliage of
the new variety, shown on the left, with the new foliage of
‘Harbour Dwarl” shown on the right.

FIG. 3-A 1s a side-by-side comparison of the new variety,
shown on the left, with a ‘Jaytee’ shown on the right to
illustrate the difference in color of the new growth. Both
plants are 1n a 3 gallon container.

FI1G. 3-B 1s a side-by-side comparison of the new foliage of
the new variety, shown on the left, with the new foliage of
‘Jaytee’ shown on the right.

FIG. 4-A 1s a photograph of the new variety at 2 years old
growing in a landscape setting in Magnolia, Tex. This photo
shows the unique leatf coloration 1n the spring.

FIG. 5-A 1s a close up photograph of flower of the new
variety.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where
general terms of ordinary dictionary significance 1s used. The
following observations and measurements describe plants
grown 1n a landscape setting in Magnolia, Tex.
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domestica cultivar

Botanical classification: Nandina

"MURASAKT.

Parentage: A naturally occurring, whole plant mutation ori-

gianting 1n an asexually produced (micropropagated)
population of Nandina domestica ‘Harbour Dwarl” (not

patented).
Propagation:
1Type.—By tissue culture or micropropagation.

Rooting habit.—Numerous, {ibrous, root initiation seen
in 2-3 weeks.

Plant description:

Appearance.—Dwarl, dense, compact mounding form.
Slow 1n growth with a spreading habit through under-
ground rhizomes with age, and unique foliage colora-

tion.
Mature plant height: 12-20 inches.
Mature plant width: 14-18 inches.
Stems:
Stem diameter.—6-8 mm.
Internode length.—15-20 mm.

Stem color.—Young Stems: Closest to Greyed-Green
Group 189A. Mature Stems: Closest to Brown Group
200C.

Stem length.—12-15 cm.

Stem form.—Upright.

Stem texture.—Smooth, longitudinally ridged.

Branching habit.—Branches freely from the basal buds.
Foliage description: Evergreen.

Arrangement.—Alternate, Odd tripinnately Compound.

Leaf length.—27-35 cm.

Leaf width.—45-53 cm.

Petiole diameter.—1-2 mm.

Petiole length.—2-4 cm.

Petiole color—Petioles on Young Foliage: Closest to
Greyed-Orange Group 166A. Petioles on Intermedi-
ate Foliage: Greyed-Green Group 189A. Petioles on

Mature Foliage: Closest to Greyed-Green Group
189A.

Petiolule diameter.—1 mm on average.
Petiolule length.—1 mm on average.

Petiolule color—Petiolules on Young Foliage: Greyed-
Orange Group 166A. Petiolules on Intermediate Foli-
age: Greyed-Green Group 189A. Petiolules on

Mature Foliage: Closest to Greyed-Green Group
189A.

Leatlets:
Leaflet base.—Cuneate. Leatlet tips — Acute.
Leaflet shape.—IL anceolate.
Leaflet margin.—Entire.
Leaflet venation pattern.—Pinnate.
Leaflet length.—3-6 cm.

Leaflet width.—1-2 cm.

Leaflet texture.—Upper surtace: Glaborous. Lower sur-
tace: Glaucous.

Leaflet aspect.—Cupped or retlexed.
Color:

Young leaflets.—Upper Side: Closest to Greyed-Purple
Group 187A. Lower Side: Closest to Greyed-Orange

Group 166A.

Intermediate leaflets.—Upper Side: Closest to Greyed-
Orange Group 166A. Lower Side: Closest to Greyed-
Green Group 189A.
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Mature leaflets.—Upper Side: Closest to Greyed-Green
Group 189A. Lower Side: Closest to Greyed-Green
Group 189A. Winter color: Closest to Greyed-Purple
Group 187A.

6

Reproductive organs.—Androecium. — 6 stamens.
Length about 3 mm. Closest to Yellow Group 135A.
The filament 1s insignificant as to be not visible.
Gynoecium. — Pistil superior. Length about 4 mm.

Vein color—Veins on Young Leatlets: Greyed-Orange 5 Width about 1-2 mm.
Group 166 A. Veins on Intermediate Leatlets: Greyed- Ovary.—Color Closest to Orange-White Group 159C.
Green Group 189A. Veins on Mature Leatlets: Closed Style.—Color Closest to Orange- White Group 159D.
to Greyed-Green Group 189A. Stigma.—Closest to Orange Group 29A.
Inflovescence.—Intlorescence 1s typical of the variety Blooming duration.—10 to 12 days.
Nandina domestica ‘Harbour Dwart’” (not patented). 10 Bloom lastingness.—1 to 4 days. Fragrance: None.

Seed production: To date, production of berries or seeds has
not been observed.

Description.—Intlorescence borne on terminal erect
stalked panicles, consisting of 40 to 160 individual
perfect tlowers. Inflorescence conical 1n shape. Indi- Disease resistance: Resistance to diseases common to plants
vidual flowers, actinomorphic with 6 white petals. of Nandina has not been observed.

Closest to White Group 133B. Petals are elliptic with 15 Pest resistance: Resistance to pests common to plants of
an entire margin. Nandina has not been observed.

Inflovescence bud.—Length: 6-7 mm. Diameter: 3-5
mm. Closest to White Group 155A.

Inflorvescence size.—Panicle. — Height: About 10-16
cm. Width: About 7-10 cm.

Individual flower.—Diameter about 1 cm. Petals. —
Length: 5 mm. Width: 3-4 mm. I I

We claim:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Nandina domestica plant
20 named ‘MURASAKT’, as 1llustrated and described.
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