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Botanical denomination: Ajuga sp. Size.—Grows to 35 cm wide and 10 cm high.
Variety designation: ‘Sparkler’. Vigor—Excellent.
Stem.—Decumbent and rosette, rooting at each node,
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION grows to 14 cm long and 5 mm wide, pubescent, Grey
5 Brown 199D on last years growth and Yellow Green
The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar 146C tinted Greyed Purple 187B on new growth.
of Ajuga, given the name, ‘Sparkler’. 4juga 1s in the family Roots.—Grey Brown 199D, thickened to fibrous, plants
Lamiaceae. This plant originated in the lab from a plant root easily from stem cuttings.
brought back from Japan labeled Ajuga decumbens White [ eaf:
Mottled (an unpatented plant). 4juga "Sparkler” differs from Type.—Simple, basal leaves longer than the stem leaves.
1ts p:-allrfznt plant 1n being much more vigorous and less white Arrangement.—Opposite and rosette.
mottled.

Shape.—Spatulate and cupping.
Venation.—Pinnate.

Margins.—Irregularly coarsely dentate.
15 Apex.—Acute.
Base.— Attenuate.
Blade size.—Grows to 5 cm long and 1 cm wade.
Surface texture.—Pubescent on both sides.

Ajuga ‘Sparkler’ 1s unmique 1n 1ts combination of vigor,
white mottled variegation, purple violet new leaves, and low
creeping habit. There are no similar plants 1n the commercial
market known to the breeder.

The new variety has been reproduced only by asexual
propagation (cuttings, division, and micropropagation). Each
of the progeny exhibits 1dentical characteristics to the original

plant. Asexual propagation by cuttings, division, and micro- Leaf COZ?K—TOP side spring 1_93""‘35 are Yellow Green

propagation using terminal and lateral shoots as done in *' 147A 1rregularly mottled with White 155A and Yel-

Canby, Oreg., shows that the foregoing characteristics and low Green 148D, bottom side Yellow Green 147B

distinctions come true to form and are established and trans- mottled with 148D and 155A; immature leaves White

mitted through succeeding propagations. The present inven- 155A tinted Purple Violet N81 A ; summer leaves top-

tion has not been evaluated under all possible environmental side are Yellow Green.

conditions. The phenotype may vary with vanations 1n envi- 25 Inflorescence:

ronment without a change 1n the genotype of the plant. Type.—Terminal many flowered verticillasters, basally
widely spaced, apically crowded in interrupted

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

spikes.
Number of flowers.—One to five per spike.
Size of inflorescence.—4 cm long and 2.5 cm wide.

Peduncle—4 cm long and 2 mm wide, pubescent,
Greyed Brown 199B.

Pedicel—1 to 2 mm long, Yellow Green 147D.

FI1G. 1 shows a six month-old Ajuga ‘Sparkler’ growing in 30
the trial beds 1n early August in Canby, Oreg.

FIG. 2 shows a close up of the same plant 8 months later in
April 1n flower.

DETAILED PI.ANT DESCRIPTION 14 Floral l'eaves.—Subtending spikes, 4 cm long and 0.5
cm wide at base and 1 cm long and 4 mm wide on top
The following is a detailed description of the new A4juga ‘?f flowering stem, obovate to oblanceolate, acute,
cultivar based on observations of one-year-old specimens irregularly dentate, cupped, colored the same as the
grown outside 1n the ground in the trial beds 1n Canby, Oreg. basal leaves.
The color descriptions are all based on The Royal Horticul- A0 Bloom period.—April to May 1n Canby, Oreg.
tural Society Colour Chart, 57 edition. Flower bud:
Plant: Size.—S5 mm long and 2 mm wide at the widest point
Form.—Stoloniferous, herbaceous perennial. prior to opening.

Cold hardiness.—USDA Zone 4-9. Description.—Ovoid.
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Surface texture.—Pubescent. Pistil description.—One, 7.5 mm long, ovary 0.5 mm
Color—Violet Blue 90A . long, Yellow Green 146C, style and stigma 7 mm

long, Violet N88B.

Flower: Stamen description.—Four, 3 mm long filaments Violet
lype.—Zygomorphic. 5 N88C, anthers Black 202A, pollen Yellow 8D.
Shape.—Bilabiate. Fragrance.—None.

Corolla description.—10 mm long and spreads to 4 mm Lastingness.—A spike blooms for about 3 weeks on the
wide, tube and throat 4 mm long and 1 mm wide, 2 plant.

Fruit and seed: Not seen.

10 Pests and diseases: Ajuga are known to be susceptible to
southern blight and various fungal leafl spots, crown rot,
and fungal root rot. The new cultivar has shown no prob-
lems 1n Canby, Oreg.

small upper lobes triangular, less than 1 mm long and
wide, acute, three lower lobes, 3 mm long, entire,
acute, two on side narrowly triangular, the terminal

lobe obovate, entire, glabrous inside, villous outside,
color inside Violet Blue 90A, outside Violet Blue 90B.

Calyx description.—Funnel-form, 5 lobed, 4 mm long 4
and 2 mm wide, lobes narrow 3 mm long acute, entire,

strongly pubescent outside, glabrous inside, White
NN155C with streaks of Yellow Green 147B. * % % ok ok

I claim:
1. A new and distinct form of Ajuga plant substantially as

shown and described.
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