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Botanical classification Ilex vomitoria.
Variety denomination ‘Gremicr’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Ilex vomitoria and will be referred to hereafter by 1ts
cultivar name, ‘Gremicr’. ‘Gremicr’ 1s a new cultivar of dwart
yaupon holly, an evergreen shrub grown for use as a landscape
plant.

The new cultivar was discovered by one of the Inventors as
a naturally occurring branch mutation of a unnamed plant of
llex vomitoria (not patented) that was growing 1n a container
in a nursery i June 1999 in El Campo, Tex.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar was {irst accom-
plished by one of the Inventors using softwood stem cuttings
in April 2002 1n El Campo, Tex. The characteristics of
‘Gremicr’ have been determined to be stable and are repro-

duced true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar as grown
outdoors 1n trial beds and 1n containers 1 El Campo, Tex.
These attributes in combination distinguish ‘Gremicr’ as a
unique cultivar of llex.

1. ‘Gremicr’ exhibits small evergreen leaves.
2. ‘Gremicr’ exhibits a dwarf, compact growth habiat.

3. ‘Gremicr’ exhibits a slow growth rate.

4. ‘Gremicr’ 1s readily propagated by semi-hardwood cut-
tings.
S. ‘Gremuicr’ 1s hardy to U.S.D.A Zone 7.

‘Gremicr’ can be most closely compared the parent spe-
cies, llex vomitoria. ‘Gremicr’ differs 1n having smaller
leaves, a slower growing growth rate, a more compact plant
habit, and 1n maturing into a smaller sized plant. ‘Gremicr’
may also be compared to ‘Condeaux’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No.
8,7°79), which has a similar low growing and globed-shaped
plant habit. ‘Gremicr’ differs from ‘Condeaux’ 1n having
smaller leaves that are lighter green in color, a slower growth
rate, and reaching a smaller plant size at maturity. ‘Gremicr’
may also be compared to the cultivar ‘Nana’, (not patented).
‘Gremicr’ 1s similar by having a short, rounded, growth habat,
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however ‘Gremicr’ differs from ‘Condeaux’ in having smaller

leaves, a slower growth-rate, and reaching a smaller size at
maturity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photographs 1llustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of 5 year-old plants
of the new Ilex as grown outdoors 1n 7-gallon containers 1n El
Campo, Tex. The photograph 1 FIG. 1 1s a side view and
illustrates the overall appearance of ‘Gremier’. The photo-
graph 1n FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the newly emerg-
ing foliage of ‘Gremicr’ and the photograph 1n FIG. 3 pro-
vides a close-up view of the mature foliage of ‘Gremicr’. The
colors 1n the photographs may differ slightly from the color
values cited 1n the detailed botanical description, which accu-
rately describe the colors of the new flex.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of 5 year-old plants
of the new cultivar as grown outdoors 1n 7-gallon containers
in El Campo, Tex. The phenotype of the new cultivar may
vary with variations in environmental, climatic, and cultural
conditions, as 1t has not been tested under all possible envi-
ronmental conditions. The color determination 1s 1 accor-

dance with The 2001 RHS Colour Chart of the Royal Horti-
cultural Society, London, England, except where general
color terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
General Description:

Blooming period.—Flowering not observed.

Plant type.—Evergreen, perennial shrub.

Plant habit.—Compact, dense, mounding.

Height and spread. —Reaches about 24 cm 1n height and
50 cm 1n width as grown 1n a 7-gallon container.

Cold Hardiness.—U.S.D.A. Zone 7.

Diseases resistance.—No susceptibility or resistance to
diseases or pests has been observed.

Root description.—Fibrous.

Growth and Propagation:

Propagation.—Semi-hardwood stem cuttings.

Root development.—Semi-hardwood cuttings develop
callus 1n about 3 months, root initiation occurs in
about 4 months at 25° C. 1n propagation trays under
greenhouse conditions without supplemental light-
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ing, cuttings are fully rooted 1n 8 to 9 months 1n
24-cell trays at 25° C. under greenhouse conditions

without supplemental lighting.
Growth rate.—Slow.

Stem Description:

Shape.—Round.

Stem color—New growth emerges 144 A with growing
tips N79C, mature wood 199D.

Stem size.—Main stems; average of 1 cm 1n diameter,
lateral branches; an average of 30 cm in length and 3
mm 1n width, secondary lateral branches; an average
of 16 cm 1n length and 2.5 mm in width.

Stem surface.—Glabrous on new growth, becoming
woody with smooth bark with a few fissures.

Internode length.—Lateral branches; an average of 2
cm.

Branching.—Densely branched; 5 to 6 main branches,
with numerous secondary branches, branches are
formed freely 11 pinched.

Foliage Description:

Leaf shape.—Elliptic.

Leaf division.—Simple.

Leaf base.—Cuneate.

Leaf apex.—Acute.

Leaf fragrance.—None.

Leaf venation.—Even-pinnate, midrib 1s somewhat con-
spicuous on upper surface only, 137C 1n color, all
other veins match leaf color.
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Leaf margins.—Serrulate, 5 to 6 per side on leaf 1.4 cm
in length.

Leaf arrangement.— Alternate.

Leaf aspect.—Held hornizontal.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate.

Leaf surface.—Glabrous on upper surface and lower
surface.

Leaf size.—Average of 1.4 cm 1n length and 6 mm 1n
width when mature.

Leaf guantity.—Numerous, average of 25 per stem 13
cm 1n length.

Leaf internode length.— Average of 4 mm.

Leaf color—Newly expanding leaves; 144A on upper
surface and 144B on lower surface and initially
heavily suffused with N79B to N79C, mature leaves;
137A on upper surface and 137C on lower surface.

Petioles.—An average of 3 mm 1n length and 1 mm 1n
width, held at about a 45° angle, 138B 1n color on
mature leaves, glabrous surface.

Stipels and stipules.—Not present.

Flower description.—No blooms have been observed to
date.

Seed.—Fruit and seed production not observed to date.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of l/lex plant named ‘Gremicr’
as herein 1llustrated and described.
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