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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct variety of Mini Shrub Rose plant 1s pro-
vided that forms 1n abundance on a substantially continuous
basis single blossoms that are light pink to white in colora-
tion. The buds are pointed. The vegetation 1s vigorous and the
growth habit 1s small low-growing, round, and bushy. The
foliage 1s of an attractive light green coloration, bears a matte
finish, and contrasts nicely with the light pink to white blos-
som coloration. The disease resistance 1s above average for
the class with respect to Black Spot. The plant 1s particularly
well suited for providing attractive ornamentation.
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Botanical/commercial classification: Rosa hybrida/Mini
Shrub Rose Plant.

Varietal denomination: cv. Meisilimond.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The new variety of Rosa hybrida Mini Shrub Rose plant
was created 1n France by artificial pollination wherein two
parents were crossed which previously had been studied in
the hope that they would contribute the desired characteris-
tics. The female parent (1.e., the seed parent) was an unnamed
and unreleased seedling (non-patented 1n the United States).
The male parent (1.e., the pollen parent) was the ‘Meineyta’

variety. The ‘Meineyta’ variety 1s marketed under the
CUMBA MEILLANDIA trademark.

The parentage of the new variety can be summarized as
follows:

Unnamed Seedlingx*‘Meineyta’

The seeds resulting from the above pollination were sown
and small plants were obtained which were physically and
biologically different from each other. Selective study
resulted 1n the identification of a single plant of the new
variety.

It was found that the new Min1 Shrub Rose plant of the
present invention:

(a) displays a small low-growing, round, and bushy growth
habit,
(b) forms vigorous vegetation,

(c) forms on a substantially continuous basis attractive
single blossoms that are light pink to white 1n coloration,

(d) displays attractive light green foliage having a matte
finish,

(e) displays above average disease resistance to Black
Spot, and
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(1) 1s particularly well suited for providing attractive orna-
mentation.

The new variety well meets the needs of the horticultural
industry and can be grown to advantage in parks and gardens.
It 1s well amenable for growing in small areas where an
attractive small low-growing flowering plant 1s desired.

The new variety can be readily distinguished from its
ancestors. For instance, the ‘Meineyta’ variety displays a
more divergent growth habit and forms very double bicolored
blossoms of orange-yellow. Also, when compared to the
‘Meimarivon’ variety (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 19,954), such vari-
ety Torms double blossoms that are larger and are medium
pink 1n coloration unlike those of the new variety.

The new variety has been found to undergo asexual propa-
gation at Wasco, Calif., U.S.A., by anumber of routes, includ-
ing budding, graiting, and the use of cuttings. Such asexual
propagation by the above-mentioned techniques has shown
that the characteristics of the new variety are stable and are
strictly transmissible by such asexual propagation from one
generation to another. Accordingly, the new variety under-
goes asexual propagation in a true-to-type manner.

The new variety has been named ‘Meisilimond’, and 1s

being marketed under the SILICON VALLEY DIAMOND
trademark.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photographs show as nearly true as 1t 1s
reasonably possible to make the same, 1n color illustrations of
this character, typical specimens of the new variety. The 1llus-
trated plants were approximately two years of age and were
being grown outdoors at Wasco, Calif., U.S.A.

FIG. 1 shows a typical flowering plant of the new variety,
and
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FI1G. 2 shows primarily from above another tlowering plant
wherein the compact, round, and bushy growth habit 1s well
apparent.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The chart used 1n the 1dentification of the colors 1s that of
The Royal Horticultural Society (R.H.S. Colour Chart)
except where ordinary color terms are utilized. Such common
color terms are to be accorded their customary dictionary
significance. The description 1s based upon the observation of
a plant of the new variety at an age of approximately four
years during the month of July while being grown outdoors

near West Grove, Pa., U.S A.
Class: Mim1 Shrub Rose.
Plant:
Growth habit.—Compact, generally round, and bushy.
Blooming habit.—Substantially continuous.
Height—Commonly approximately 30 to 50 cm at an
age of four years.
Width.—Commonly approximately 50 cm at an age of
four years.
Branches:
Length.—Commonly approximately 8 to 10 cm on aver-
age at the end of the season.

Diameter—Commonly approximately 2 to 3 mm on
average at the end of the season.

Color.—Young stems: commonly near Yellow-Green
Group 146C and Greyed-Orange Group 174A. Adult
wood: commonly Greyed-Purple Group 184B with

Yellow-Green Group 1435A at leaf nodes.

Thorns.—S1ze: commonly approximately 0.3 c¢cm in
length, less than 0.1 mm 1n width towards the apex,
and approximately 0.2 cm 1n width at the base. Color:
commonly near Greyed-Orange Group 165A.

Leaves:

Size.—Length: commonly approximately 3 cm on aver-
age for a five-leaflet leat. Width: commonly approxi-
mately 2 cm on average for a five-leatlet leaf.

Leaflets.—Number: 3, 5, and 7. Shape: generally ovate

with an acuminate tip and a rounded base. Serration:
double serrate. Texture: smooth on both surfaces with
a coarse midrib on the under surface. Size: Approxi-
mately 2 cm in length, and 1 cm 1n width for a terminal
leaflet, and approximately 1 cm 1n length and 7 mm 1n
width for a lower leaflet. Color: near Green Group
137C on the upper surface, and near Yellow-Green
Group 146C on the under surface.
Intlorescence:

Bearing.—Commonly in clusters.

Peduncle—Commonly approximately 2 cm 1nlength on
average, approximately 1 mm in width on average,
and near Yellow-Green Group 144 A 1n coloration.

Sepals.—Number: 5. Shape: acuminate. Length: com-
monly approximately 1.5 cm on average. Width: com-
monly approximately 4 mm on average at the base.
Apex: aristate. Margins: generally smooth. Texture:
smooth and glaucous on the upper surface, and
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smooth on the under surface. Color: near Green
Group 138B on the upper surface, and near Green
Group 138C on the under surface.

Buds.—Shape: pointed. Length: approximately 1.5 cm

5 on average. Width: approximately 1 cm at the widest
point on average. Color as calyx breaks: commonly
near Red Group 48D.

Flower.—Shape: single and informal. Diameter: aproxi-
mately 3 cm on average. Depth: approximately 1 cm
on average. Color (newly opened): upper surface: Red
Group 38C at the apex fading to Red Group 36B as
maturity progresses, and Yellow Group 12C at the
base. Under surface: Red Group 49A fading to Red
Group 49C as maturity progresses, and Yellow Group
11B at the base. Color (when blooming): upper sur-
face: Red Group 36D. Under surface: Red Group
36D. Color stability: color lightens with advancing,
maturity. Color (when fully mature): upper surtace:
Yellow-White Group 138C. Under surface: Yellow-
White group 158C. Fragrance: slight. Petal number:
approximately 10 on average under normal growing
conditions. Petal shape: commonly flat to slightly
cupped. Petal length: commonly approximately 1 cm
on average. Petal width: commonly approximately 8
mm on average. Petal apex: generally rounded. Petal
base: attenuate. Petal margin: smooth. Petal arrange-
ment: slightly imbricated and 1n a whorl. Petal drop:
the petals commonly drop cleanly without drying.
Stamen number: approximately 85 to 90 on average.
Anthers: regularly arranged around the styles, and
near Yellow-Orange Group 17C 1n coloration. Fila-
ments: commonly approximately 3 to S mm on aver-
age 1n length, and near Yellow-Orange Group 17C 1n
coloration. Pistils: separate and free, and approxi-
mately 20 on average. Styles: commonly near Yellow-
White Group 138B 1n coloration. Stigmas: commonly
near Yellow-White Group 158B 1n coloration. Hips:
during observations to date no hips have been
observed.

40 Development:

Vegetation.—Strong and vigorous.
Blooming.—Abundant and substantially continuous.
lolerance to diseases.—Above average for Black Spot.
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I claim:
1. A new and distinct Min1 Shrub Rose plant characterized
by the following characteristics:

(a) displays a small low-growing, round, and bushy growth
habit,

(b) forms vigorous vegetation,

(¢) forms on a substantially continuous basis attractive
single blossoms that are light pink to white 1n coloration,

(d) displays attractive light green foliage having a matte
finish,

(e¢) displays above average disease resistance to Black
Spot, and

(1) 1s particularly well suited for providing attractive orna-
mentation; substantially as shown and described.
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