12y United States Plant Patent

USO0QPP20785P2

(10) Patent No.: US PP20,785 P2

Pryor 45) Date of Patent: Feb. 23, 2010
(54) PTILOTUS PLANT NAMED ‘PLATINUM (51) Int.CL
WALLABY’ AO0IH 5/00 (2006.01)
(50) Latin Name: Prilotus exaltatus (32) US.ClL ., P1t./263.1
Varietal Denomination: Platinum Wallaby (58) Field of Classification Search ................ Plt./263.1
See application file for complete search history.
(75) Inventor: Suzanne Kathleen Pryor, Berambing Primary Examiner—Kent [, Bell
(AU) (74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—C. A. Whealy
(73) Assignee: égltgjilsl;wa Properties LL.C, Bonsall, (57) ABSTRACT
(*) Notice: Subject. 1o any ccliiszlaimeg{ the germéjftgj;’ A new and distinct cultivar of Ptilotus plant named ‘Platinum
%atsa(l:t 118 SZX;BIL © 0 :;1); adjusted under Wallaby’, characterized by 1ts compact, upright and mounded
it (b) by VA plant habit; freely basal-branching habit; small leaves; freely
(21)  Appl. No.: 12/291,393 flowering habit; and silvery purple-colored flowers.
(22) Filed: Nov. 7, 2008 1 Drawing Sheet
1 2

Botanical designation: Ptilotus exaltatus.
Cultivar denomination: ‘Platinum Wallaby’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Ptilotus plant, botanically known as Ptilotus exaltatus and
hereinafter referred to by the name ‘Platinum Wallaby’.

The new Ptilotus plant 1s a product of a planned breeding,
program conducted by the Inventor in Berambing, New South
Wales, Australia. The objective of the breeding program 1s to
create new compact and freely basal-branching Ptilotus cul-
tivars with strong stems and numerous attractive tlowers.

The new Ptilotus plant originated from a cross-pollination
made by the Inventor in Berambing, New South Wales, Aus-
tralia on Feb. 2, 2006, of two unnamed proprietary selections
of Ptilotus exaltatus, not patented. The new Ptilotus was
discovered and selected by the Inventor as a single tlowering
plant from within the progeny of the stated cross-pollination
in a controlled greenhouse environment 1n Berambing, New
South Wales, Australia on Oct. 1, 2006.

Asexual reproduction of the new Ptilotus plant by tissue
culture 1n Tumbi1 Umbi, New South Wales, Australia since
Dec. 1, 2007, has shown that the unique features of this new
Ptilotus plant are stable and reproduced true to type in suc-
cessive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new Ptilotus have not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
somewhat with variations in environment such as tempera-
ture and light intensity without, however, any variance in

genotype.
The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are

determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Platinum
Wallaby’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘Platinum Wallaby’ as a new and distinct cultivar of Ptilotus:

1. Compact, upright and mounded plant habit.
2. Freely basal-branching habiat.

3. Small leaves.

4. Freely flowering habit.

5. Silvery purple-colored tlowers.
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Plants of the new Ptilotus can be compared to plants of the
temale parent selection. Plants of the new Ptilotus differ from
plants of the female parent selection 1n the following charac-
teristics:

1. Plants of the new Ptilotus are more compact than plants
of the female parent selection.

2. Plants of the new Ptilotus are more freely basally-
branching than plants of the female parent selection.

3. Plants of the new Ptilotus are more tolerant to pathogens
than plants of the female parent selection.

Plants of the new Ptilotus can be compared to plants of the
male parent selection. Plants of the new Ptilotus differ from
plants of the male parent selection 1n the following charac-
teristics:

1. Plants of the new Ptilotus are more compact than plants
of the male parent selection.

2. Plants of the new Ptilotus are more tolerant to pathogens
than plants of the male parent selection.

Plants of the new Ptilotus can also be compared to plants of
Ptilotus splendens ‘Joey’, not patented. Plants of the new
Ptilotus differ from plants of ‘Joey’ in the following charac-
teristics:

1. Plants of the new Ptilotus are more compact than plants
of ‘Joey’.

2. Plants of the new Ptilotus are more Ireely basally-
branching than plants of ‘Joey’.

3. Plants of the new Ptilotus have narrower leaves than
plants of ‘Joey’.

4. Plants of the new Ptilotus have longer and more pointed
inflorescences than plants of ‘Joey’.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance of the new Ptilotus plant, showing the colors as
true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored reproduc-
tions of this type. Colors 1n the photographs may differ
slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed botanical
description which accurately describe the actual colors of the
new Ptilotus plant.
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The photograph at the bottom of the sheet comprises a side Petioles.—Length: About 3 mm. Diameter: About 2 mm.
perspective view of a typical flowering plant of ‘Platinum Texture, upper surface: Pubescent; leathery. Texture,
Wallaby’ grown 1n a container. lower surface: Smooth, glabrous. Color, upper sur-
The photograph at the top of the sheet 1s a close-up view of face: Close to 148D. Color, lower surtace: Close to
typical intlorescences of ‘Platinum Wallaby’. 5 147D.

Flower description:

Flower tvpe and habit.—Single star-shaped sessile flow-
ers arranged in terminal and axillary spikes; spikes
narrowly conical in shape. Inflorescences mostly
upright with flowers mitially facing upright to out-
wardly with development. Freely flowering habit,
about 280 open flowers and flower buds developing
per intlorescence.

Natural flowering season.—Long ftlowering period;
plants tlower from spring until autumn 1n California;
flowering continuous during this period. Plants 1ni-
tiate flower development about four weeks after plant-
ng.

Inflorescence longevity on the plant.—About two
months; flowers not persistent.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The atorementioned photographs and following observa-
tions, measurements and values describe plants grown 1 19
Bonsall, Calif., under commercial practice during the sum-
mer 1n a polyethylene-covered greenhouse. During the pro-
duction of the plants, day temperatures ranged from 21° C. to
2'7° C. and night temperatures ranged from 18° C. to 21° C.
Plants had been growing for four months when the descrip- 15
tion and photographs were taken. In the following descrip-
tion, color references are made to The Royal Horticultural
Society Colour Chart, 2001 Edition, except where general
terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.

Botanical classification: Ptilotus exaltatus ‘Platinum »q

p a:::]i‘glag?: | Fragrance. —No‘f detected.
Female, or seed, parent.—Unnamed proprietary selec- Inflorescence height.—About 17 cm.
tion of Ptilotus exaltatus, not patented. Inflorescence diameter (at the base)—About 4.5 cm.
Male, or pollen, parent.—Unnamed proprietary selec- 25 Flowers.—Appearance: Flowers star-shaped with five
tion of Ptilotus exaltatus, not patented. lanceolate petals 1n a single whorl and are fused at the
Propagation: base. Diameter, at apex: About 2.2 cm. Diameter, at
Type.—By tissue culture. base: About 2.5 mm. Depth (length): About 2.7 cm.
Time to initiate roots, summer—Abouttendays at 22° C. Flower buds.—Length: About 2.5 cm. Diameter: About
Time to initiate roots, winter.—About two weeks at 15° 3¢ 4 mm. Shape: Lanceolate. Color: Close to 198B;
C. towards the apex, close to N74B.
Iime to produce a rooted young plant, summer—About Petals.—Length: About 2 cm. Width: About 1 mmto 1.5
15 to 20 days at 22° C. mm. Shape: Lanceolate. Apex: Acuminate. Margin:
lime to produce a rooted young plant, winter—About ;ntlre Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Pubescent.
20 to 25 days at 18° C. 35 Color: When opening, upper surface: Close to 198C.
Root description.—Medium to thin in thickness, fibrous; When opening, lower surface: Close to N78B; pubes-
white 1n color. cence, close to 202D. Fully opened, upper surface:
Rooting habit.—Moderate branching; sparse. Close to 198D; towards the margins and apices, close
Plant description: to N78B to N78C; color does not fade with develop-
Plant habit.—Compact, upright and mounding. 40 ment. Fully opened, lower surface: Close to N78C;
Growth habit.—Vigorous. pubescence, 198D; towards the apices, close to N78;
Plant height.—About 43 cm. color does not fade with development.
Plant diameter.—About 46 cm. Sepals.—Arrangement: Three 1n a single whorl. Length:
Lateral branch description.—Branching habit: Freely About 8 mm to 10 mm. Width: About 4 mm to 5 mm.
basal-branching with about ten basal branches per 4 Shape: Elliptical. Apex: Acuminate. Base: Truncate.
plant. Length: About 35 cm. Diameter: About 4 mm. Margin: Entire. Texture, upper and lower surfaces:
Internode length: About 2.7 cm. Strength: Strong. Pubescent. Color, upper and lower surfaces: Close to
Texture: Smooth, glabrous; longitudinally ridged. 200C to 200D.
Color: Close to 148A. Peduncles.—Length: About 7.4 cm to 9.5 cm. Diameter:
Foliage description: >V About 2.5 mm. Texture: Pubescent. Strength: Strong.
Arrangement.—Alternate, simple. Color: Close to 146B tinted with close to N78B.
Length.—About 5.2 cm. Reproductive organs.—Stamens: Quantity per flower:
Width.—About 1.2 cm. Typically three. Filament length: About 1.6 mm. Fila-
Shape.—Oblanceolate to elongated spatulate. 55 ment color: Close to N74A. Anther shape: Crescent-
Apex.—Acute. shaped. Anther size: About 1 mm by 2 mm. Anther
Base.— Attenuate. color: Close to 72C. Pollen amount: Scarce. Pollen
Margin.—Entire. color: Close to 165C. Pistils: Quantity per flower:
lexture, upper and lower surfaces.—Scattered pubes- lypically one. Pistil length: About 1.9 cm. Stigma
cence. 0 shape: Rounded. Stigma color: Close to 70D. Style
Venation pattern.—Pinnate. length: About 2.1 cm. Style color: Close to 157D.
Color—Developing leaves, upper and lower surfaces: Ovary color: Close to 194B.
Close to 148 A. Fully expanded leaves, upper surface: Seed/fruit.—Seed and fruit production has not been
Close to 137B; venation, close to 147C. Fully observed.

expanded leaves, lower surface: Close to 147B; vena- 5 Disease/pest resistance: Plants of the new Ptilotus have been
tion, close to 147C. noted to be relatively tolerant to Pythium and Phytoph-
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thora. Plants of the new Ptilotus have not been noted to be It 1s claimed:
resistant to pests and other pathogens common to Ptilotus. 1. A new and distinct Ptilotus plant named ‘Platinum
Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Ptilotus have been Wallaby’ as illustrated and described.

observed to tolerate temperatures from about -5° C. to
about 45° C. 5 £ % % % %
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