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Botanical classification: Cistusxcorbariensis.
Variety denomination: ‘Rencis’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Cistusxcorbariensis and will be referred to hereafter by 1ts
cultivar name, ‘Rencis’. ‘Rencis’ 1s a new cultivar of ever-
green shrub grown for use as a landscape plant.

The Inventor discovered ‘Rencis’ in his nursery 1in Gorron,
France in July 1993. The new cultivar arose as a naturally
occurring branch mutation of an unnamed plant of Cistusx
corbariensis that was growing outdoors 1n a container in his
nursery.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar was {irst accom-
plished by the Inventor using soitwood stem cuttings 1n 1993
in Gorron, France. The cuttings were grown for a period of
seven years 1n the Inventor’s garden to test for stability prior
to subsequent propagation. The characteristics of ‘Rencis’
have been determined to be stable and are reproduced true to
type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar as grown
outdoors 1n a test garden 1n Gorron, France. These attributes
in combination distinguish ‘Rencis’ as a unique cultivar of
Cistus.

1. ‘Rencis’ exhibits variegated foliage with leaves having
dark grey-green centers surrounded by yellow to creamy
white colored margins. The margins become tinted with
orange 1n autumn.

2. ‘Rencis’ exhibits foliage that 1s variegated throughout
the year.
3. ‘Rencis’ exhibits a compact plant habat.

4. ‘Rencis’ exhibits white flowers 1n late spring to early
summer.

‘Rencis’ differs from 1ts parent plant, Cistusxcorbariensis,
in having variegated foliage, a more compact habit, and 1n
producing less flowers. ‘Rencis’ can be compared to a cultivar
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of Cistus known by the Inventor to have variegated foliage;
Cistus ‘Candy Stripe’ (unpatented). It 1s similar to ‘Rencis’ 1n
having compact habit and foliage with yellow to gold margin,
however, 1t differs from ‘Rencis’ 1n having margins narrow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of a 3 year-old
plant of the new Cistus as grown outdoors in a 21 cm con-
tainer 1n Gorron, France.

The photograph 1n FI1G. 1 1llustrates the overall appearance
of ‘Rencis’.

—

T'he photograph in FIG. 2 1s a close-up view of the flowers

-

T'he photograph 1n FIG. 3 1s a close-up view of the foliage
of ‘Rencis’.

The colors 1n the photographs are as close as possible with
the digital photography techniques available, the color values
cited 1n the detailed botanical description accurately describe
the colors of the new Cistus.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of 3 year-old plants
of the new cultivar as grown outdoors 1n 21 cm containers 1n
Gorron, France. The phenotype of the new cultivar may vary
with variations 1n environmental, climatic, and cultural con-
ditions, as 1t has not been tested under all possible environ-
mental conditions. The color determination 1s 1n accordance

with the 2001 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticultural
Society, London, England, except where general color terms
of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
General description:
Blooming period. —Blooms for about 4 weeks in May to
June 1n Gorron, France.
Plant habit.—Compact shrub, evergreen shrub, spread-
ing to broadly upright.
Height and spread.—Reaches about 1.5 m 1n height and
1.2 m 1n width.

Cold hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zone 8a.
Heat tolerance.— At least to temperatures up to 35° C.
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Diseases resistance.—No particular disease problems or
resistance has been observed.

Root description.—Fibrous.

Growth and propagation:

Propagation.—Soltwood stem cuttings.

Root development.—Roots develop 1n about 80 days 1n
June under greenhouse conditions at 20° C.

Root development.—Crop finishes 1n about 12 months 1n
a 13 cm container.

Growth rate.—Moderate.

Stem description:

Shape.—Round.
Stem color—144C with upper surface tinged with 176 A
to 176B.

Stem size.—IL ateral branches average 17.8 cm 1n length
and 2 mm 1n width.

Stem surface.—Moderately glossy.
Internode length.—Average of 1.7 cm.

Branching.—Average of 52 lateral branches per 21 cm
container.

Foliage description:

Leaf shape.—QOvate.

Leaf division.—Simple.

Leaf base.—Truncate.

Leaf apex.—Acute.

Leaf fragrance.—None.

Leaf venation.—Pinnate, color matched leaf color on
upper surface and 143B 1n color on lower surface.

Leaf margins.—Denticulate and wavy.

Leaf arrangement.—QOpposite.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate.

Leaf surface.—Rugose, upper and lower surface moder-
ately covered with stellate hairs about 0.2 mm 1n

length and 162C to 162D 1n color.
Leaf size.—Average of 4.4 cm 1n length and 2.4 cm 1n

width.

Leaf gquantity.—Average of 18 on a branch 17 ¢cm 1n
length.

Leaf variegation pattern.—Dark grey-green centers sur-
rounded by a yellow to creamy white colored mar-
gins, centers comprise about one third of the leaf area.

Leaf color.—Young leaves upper surface; centers 137A
and margins 151B to 3A, young leaves lower surface;
centers 137B to 137C and margins 5B, mature leaves
upper surface; centers 137C and margins 10A, mature
leaves lower surface; centers 138B and margins 8A to
8B, margins 1n fall become tinged with 22A.

Petioles.—An average of 8 mm 1n length and 1 mm 1n
width, 144 A to 144B 1n color.

Stipules.—None present.
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Intlorescence description:

Inflorescence type.—Solitary at axillary nodes, occa-
sionally 1n pairs.

Flower buds.—QOvate 1n shape, 150B to 150C 1n color
with base 145A to 145B, about 9 mm 1n length and 5
mm in width, surface 1s glabrous.

Flower fragrance.—Very faint.

Lastingness of flower.—One day, self cleaning.

Flower quantity.—Average of 250 per plant 1n 21 cm
container.

Flower type.—Rotate, single, slightly cup-shaped.

Flower size.—Average of 3.8 cm 1n diameter and 9 mm
in depth.

Peduncles.—About 3.6 cm 1n length and 1 mm 1n diam-
eter, 143C 1n color. glabrous surface, round in shape,
held at an angle of about 30° to lateral branch.

Pedicels.—Present when flowers are produced 1n pairs,
average of 9 mm 1n length and 0.8 mm 1n diameter,
143B 1n color, glabrous surtace, round 1n shape, held
at an angle of about 15° to peduncle.

Calyx.—Rotate 1n form, about 4 mm in depth and 1.3 cm
in diameter.

Sepals.—?5, broadly ovate in shape, apiculate apex, cor-
date base, smooth and moderately glossy surface,
entire margin, average ol 7 mm 1n length and 5 mm 1n
width, color of upper and lower surface immature;
150B to 150C with base 1435A to 1458, color of upper
and lower surface mature; 145B with broad darker
central band 144 A to 144B.

Petals.—5, flabellate 1n shape, margin entire, cuneate
base, pracmorse to retuse apex, about 1.5 cm 1n length
and 2 mm 1n width, surface 1s smooth and slightly
crinkled, color when opening and mature on upper

and lower surface 1s whiter than 155A with small
basal spot 7A.

Reproductive organs:

Gynoecium.—Pistils; average of 10, average 0.2 mm 1n
length, styles; about 0.1 mm 1n length and 153B 1n
color, stigmas; crested, about 0.1 mm 1n diameter and
155B 1n color, ovaries; 145D 1n color.

Androcoecium.—Stamens; average of 100, filaments;
about 4 mm 1n length and 13B 1n color, anthers; aver-
age of 0.8 mm 1n length and 14A 1n color, dorsifixed,
narrow oblong in shape, pollen; moderate 1n quantity,
14A to 14B 1n color.

Fruit and seed —No 1ruit or seed production has been
observed.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Cistus plant named ‘Ren-

50 ¢is” as herein illustrated and described.
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