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A new Pelargonium plant named ‘Amr1 Wits09,” particularly
distinguished by the clean white flowers with a bold red-

purple blotch, light to medium green foliage, round and semi-
compact habit, with good branching and garden performance.
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Latin name of the genus and species of the plant claimed:
Pelargonium hortorum (L.) L’ Herit. ex Ait.

Varietal denomination: ‘Amri WitsQ9’.

BACKGROUND OF THE NEW PLANT

The present invention comprises a new Pelargonium,

botanically known as Pelargonium hortorum, and hereinafter
referred to by the variety name ‘Amr1 Wits09.’

‘Amr1 Wits09” 1s a product of a planned breeding program.
The new cultivar ‘Amr Wits09” has clean white flowers with
a bold red-purple blotch, light to medium green foliage, round
and semi-compact habit, with good branching and garden
performance.

‘Amr1 Wits09’ originated from a hybridization 1n a con-
trolled breeding program in Gilroy, Calif. USA. The female
parent was an unpatented hybrid seedling identified as “9109-
2" with light pink with a blotch flower color. *9109-2’ has a

smaller blotch size, more pinkish flower color, and 1s a less
vigorous plant than ‘Amr Wits09.

The male parent of ‘Amn Wits09” was an unpatented
hybrid seedling identified as ‘9754-1, a pink with splash
color. *9754-1" has a more pinkish flower color, lighter green
foliage, and 1s later to flower than ‘Amr1 Wits09.

‘Amr1 Wits09” was selected as one flowering plant within
the progeny of the stated cross 1in 2004 1n a controlled envi-
ronment 1n Gilroy, Calif. USA.

The first act of asexual reproduction of ‘Amri Wits09’ was
accomplished when vegetative cuttings were taken from the

initial selection in the November 2004 in a controlled envi-
ronment 1n Gilroy, Calif. USA.

Horticultural examination of plants grown from cuttings of
the plant initiated in November, 2004 1n Gilroy, Calif. USA,
and continuing thereafter, has demonstrated that the combi-
nation of characteristics as herein disclosed for ‘Amr1 Wits09~
are firmly fixed and are retained through successive genera-
tions of asexual reproduction.

‘Amr1 Wits09” has not been observed under all possible
environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary signifi-
cantly with varniations 1 environment such as temperature,

light intensity and day length.
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Plant Breeder’s Rights for this cultivar were applied for 1n
Canada on Dec. 24, 2007 and 1n Europe on Jun. 20, 2008.
‘Amr1 Wits09” has not been made publicly available more
than one year prior to the filing of this application.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW VARIETY

The accompanying photographic drawing shows typical
flower and foliage characteristics of"”Amn Wits09” with col-
ors being as true as possible with an illustration of this type.
The photographic drawing shows a container of three tlow-
ering potted plants of the new variety and a close-up of the
flowers.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The measurements were taken 1n Salinas, Calif. USA, 1n
July, 2008 on plants that were growing in one gallon pots.
Culture of these plants started 1n a greenhouse 1 April 2008
and were transierred to the outdoors 1n mid June 2008 under
semi-shade. The plants were approximately 4 months old.

Color Chart used: Royal Horticultural Society Colour
Chart (R.H.S.) 2001.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The following observations, measurements, and compari-
sons describe plants grown outside 1n Gilroy, Calif., USA.
The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are
determined to be basic characteristics of the new variety. The
combination of these characteristics distinguishes this Pelar-
gonium as a new and distinct variety.

TABLE 1

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE NEW VARIETY
AND A SIMILAR VARIETY

‘Clips Whitspla’ (U.S. Plant

"Amri Wits09’ Pat. No. 13,630)
Foliage color  Lighter green Darker green
Peduncle size  Longer Shorter

Flower color Darker, larger blotches Lighter, smaller blotches



Plant:
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Form, growth and habit.—Upright and rounded growth
habit. Well-branched.

Plant height—23-27 cm.

Plant height (inflovescence included).—30-32 cm. 5

Plant width.—35-40 cm.

Foliage:

Arrangement.—Alternate, simple.

Immature, leaf color, upper surface.—Between RHS
146A and B. Lower surface: Closest to RHS 146A. 10

Mature, leaf color, upper surface.—Darker than RHS
146A. Lower surface: Closest to RHS 146A.

Length.—10-12 cm.

Width.—11-15.5 cm.

Shape.—Orbicular. 15

Base shape.—Cordate.

Apex shape.—Rounded.
Margin.—Slhightly lobed; 1rregularly crenate.

lexture.—Hirsute,

tew glandular hairs.

Color of zone.—No zone. 20
Color of veins, upper surface.—Indistinct.

Color of veins, lower surface.—Between RHS 146 A and

B

Petioles color—Between RHS 146 A and B.
Petioles length.—9.2-11.4 cm. 25
Diameter of petiole.—0.2-0.3 cm.

lexture.—Hirsute:

Stem:

glandular hairs.

Color of stem.—RHS 146B.

Length of stem.—15-21 cm. 30
Diameter.—0.6—0.8 cm.

Length of internodes.—0.7—-1.8 cm.

lexture.—Hirsute:

Inflorescence:

glandular hatirs.

Type.—An umbel composed of 15-20 flowers and buds. 35
Umbel diameter.—10-13 cm.

Umbel depth.—6—7 cm.

Color of peduncle—RHS 146A.

Length of peduncle.—13—-19 cm.
Peduncle diameter—0.3—-0.4 cm. 40

lexture.—Hirsute:

Pedicel color—R]

villous; glandular hairs.

RHS 176A.

S 146B, some have anthocyanin of

Length of pedicel.—3.0-3.5 cm.
Diameter of pedical —0.2 cm. 45

lexture.—Hirsute:

Corolla:

glandular hatirs.

Form.—Polypetalous, overlapping.
Number of petals.—3.

Width of flower.—4.5-5.2 cm. 50
Color upper petals, upper surface.—Closest to RHS

N135B ground

color; RHS N37A large blotches, but

more red at the center of the blotch with the outer edge
of the blotch fading to RHS N57C; RHS 61B veins.

4

Color upper petals, lower surface.—Closest to RHS
N153B.

Length of upper petals.—3.0-3.1 cm.

Width of upper petals.—2.4-2.6 cm.

Color lower petals, upper surface.—Closest to RHS
N1355B ground color; RHS N37A large blotches, but
more red at the center of the blotch with the outer edge
of the blotch fading to RHS N57C.

Color lower petals, lower surface.—Closest to RHS N
155B.

Petal shape.—Spathulate.

Apex shape.—Rounded.

Margin.—FEntire.

Petal texture.—Papillose, both sides.

Number of petaloids.—None.

Duration of flowering.—Continuous tlowering through-
out the Summer.

Bud (when sepals first divide):

Color—RHS 65D (sometimes a few spots of RHS
N66A are showing).

Length.—0.6-0.8 cm.

Width.—1.8-2.3 cm.

Shape.—Oblong to elliptic.

Number of sepals.—?5, Tused at the base.

Color of sepals.—RHS 146A but lighter.

Length of sepals.—1.6—1.7 cm.

Width of sepals.—0.3—0.5 cm.
Sepal shape.—ILanceolate.

Apex shape.—Acute.
Margins.—Entire.
lexture.—Hirsute; glandular hairs.

Reproductive organs:

Pistil.—1.

Length.—0.9—-1.0.

Style color.—RHS 58D.

Style length.—0.2 cm.

Stigma color—RHS 38D.
Number of anthers.—About 6-7.

Length filaments.—0.5-0.7 cm.
Color of filaments.—RHS 38A with RHS N155B but
whiter basally.

Pollen amount.—Moderate.

Color of pollen.—RHS N23A.
Fertility/seed set.—Not observed on this hybnd.

Disease/pest resistance: Disease resistance and/or suscepti-
bility has not been observed on this hybrid.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A new and distinct variety of Pelargonium plant named
‘Amnt Wits09,” substantially as 1llustrated and described
herein.
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