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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Geranium plant named *Thun-
der Cloud’, characterized by 1ts white-colored flowers hav-
ing pink-colored venation, dark purple-colored foliage, and
rosette growth habiat.
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Latin name of genus and species of plant claimed: Gera-
nium traversiixsessiliflorum.
Variety denomination: ‘Thunder Cloud’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
ol Germanium plant botanically known as Geranium
traversiixsessiliflorum and hereinafter referred to by the cul-
tivar name ‘Thunder Cloud’.

The new cultivar originated in a controlled breeding pro-
gram 1n Cambridge, New Zealand throughout 2000 to 2004.
The objective of the breeding program was to select for
Geranium hybrids having darker foliage color.

The new Gerarium cultivar 1s the result of open-
pollination. The female (seed) parent of the new cultivar 1s
the selection designation Geranium traversii ‘Nigra’, not
patented, characterized by 1ts purple-colored foliage, and
clumping growth habit. The male (pollen) parent of the new
cultivar 1s the species designated Geranium sessiliflorum,
not patented, characterized by its green-bronze colored
foliage, and clumping growth habit. The new cultivar was
discovered and selected as a single flowering plant within
the I, progeny of the above stated open-pollination during
November 2002 in a controlled environment at Cambridge,

New Zealand.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by terminal stem
cuttings since December 2002 at Cambridge has demon-
strated that the new cultivar reproduces true to type with all
of the characteristics, as herein described, firmly fixed and
retained through successive generations ol such asexual
propagation.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following characteristics of the new cultivar have
been repeatedly observed and can be used to distinguish
“Thunder Cloud’ as a new and distinct cultivar of Geranium
plant:

1. White-colored flowers having pink-colored venation;
2. Dark purple-colored fohage; and

3. Rosette growth habat.

Plants of the new cultivar differ from plants of the female
and male parents primarily in foliage color.

Of the many commercially available Geranium cultivars
known to the inventor, the most similar in comparison to the

new cultivar 1s ‘Purple Passion’, U.S. Plant patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/704,787. However, 1n side by side

comparisons, plants of the new cultivar difler from plants of
‘Purple Passion’ 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new cultivar have darker and smaller foli-
age than plants of ‘Purple Passion’; and

2. Plants of the new cultivar have a flower color different
from plants of ‘Purple Passion’.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographs show, as nearly true as it
1s reasonably possible to make the same 1n color illustrations
of this type, typical flower and foliage characteristics of the
new cultivar. Colors in the photographs differ slightly from
the color values cited in the detailed description, which
accurately describes the colors of ‘Thunder Cloud’. The

plants were grown 1n a greenhouse at Cambridge, new
Zealand.

FIG. 1 1llustrates the overall growth and flowering habit of
“Thunder Cloud’.
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FI1G. 2 1llustrates a close-up view of an individual tlower
of “Thunder Cloud’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The new cultivar has not been observed under all possible
environmental conditions to date. Accordingly, it 1s possible
that the phenotype may vary somewhat with variations in the
environment, such as temperature, light intensity, and day
length, without, however, any variance 1n genotype.

The chart used 1n the identification of colors described
herein 1s The R.H.S. Color Chart of The Royal Horticultural
Society, London, England, 2001 edition, except where gen-
eral color terms of ordinary significance are used. The color
values were determined on Mar. 20, 2007 between 11:00
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. under natural light conditions in
Cambridge, New Zealand.

The following descriptions and measurements describe
plants produced from cuttings taken from stock plants and
grown 1n an open greenhouse under conditions comparable
to those used 1n commercial practice. The plants were grown
at Cambridge, New Zealand 1 12 cm pots for 20 weeks
utilizing a soilless growth medium. Greenhouse tempera-
tures were approximately 65° F. to 77° F. (18° C. to 25° C.)
during the day and approximately 54° F. to 63° F. to (12° C.
to 18° C.) during the might.

Botanical classification: Geranium traversiixsessiliflorum
cultivar Thunder Cloud

Parentage:
Female pavent.—Geranium traversii ‘“Nigra’, not pat-
ented.
Male parent.—Geranium sessiliflorum, not patented.
Propagation:

Tvpe cutting.—Stem cutting or tissue culture.

Time to initiate voots in tissue culture.—Approximately
2 to 3 weeks.

Time to produce a rooted stem cutting.—
Approximately 5 to 6 weeks.

Root description.—Fine, fibrous.

Rooting habit.—Freely branching.

Plant description:

Crop time.—Approximately 15 to 20 weeks from tissue
culture plantlet to finish 1n a 12 cm pot.

Growth habit and general appearance.—‘Thunder
Cloud’ 1s a low growing herbaceous perennial having
a rosette growth habit with runners. Foliage sur-
rounds the plant producing a symmetrical rounded
habit. In full sun, foliage 1s smaller. In partial shade,
larger foliage 1s produced. In either exposure the
symmetrical rounded outline 1s retained. Low,
spreading habit 1s the result of seasonal runners aris-
ing from the center of the plant and spreading in
equal distance. These runners appear in spring and
die oif by winter.

Size.—A plant 1n a 12 cm wide container 1n full sun
measures approximately 13.1 c¢m tall and approxi-
mately 31.1 cm wide, not including runners.

Branching habit.—Freely basal branching with short
clumping branches close to the soil. Quantity of
main branches per plant: Approximately 9.

Branch.—Strength: Weak. Length: Approximately 1.6
cm. Diameter. Approximately 6.2 mm. Length of
central internode: Approximately 1.3 mm. Texture:
Pubescent with soft appressed hairs. Color of young,
and mature stems: 59D.
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Runner—Strength: Weak. Length: Approximately 18.8
cm. Diameter: Approximately 2.6 mm. Length of
central internode: Approximately 4.1 cm. Texture:
Pubescent with soit appressed hairs. Color of young
and mature runners: N199A.

Foliage description:

(General description.—Quantity of leaves per main
branch: Approximately 7. Fragrance: None. Form:
simple. Arrangement on flowering stem: Both oppo-
site and alternate.

Leaves.— Aspect: Perpendicular to obtuse angle to peti-
ole. Shape: Orbicular; lobed halfway down leat blade
into approximately five to seven segments; each seg-
ment further divided with 3 shallow secondary lobes.
Margin: Create. Apex: Base: Cordate. Venation pat-
tern: Palmate. Length of mature leal at center of
stem: Approximately 2.7 cm. Width of mature leatf at
center of stem: Approximately 5.0 cm. Texture of
upper and lower surfaces: Semi-coriaceous and
densely pubescent with silvery white appressed hairs
having a shiny appearance. Color of upper surface of
young and mature foliage N187A with venation of
18°7B. Color of lower surface of young and mature
foliage 197 A with venation of 197B.

Petiole.—1Length: Approximately 11.9 cm. Diameter:
Approximately 1.9 mm. Texture: Pubescent with
appressed hairs having a shiny appearance. Color:
197A at least attachment transitioning within
approximately 1 cm distance to 187B.

Stipule.—Apex: Elongated acuminate. Length:
Approximately 2 to 5 cm. Diameter: Approximately
> to 10 mm.

Flowering description:

Flowering habit.— Thunder Cloud’ 1s freely tlowering
under outdoor growing conditions with substantially
continuous blooming from spring through autumn.

Lastingness of individual bloom on the plant.—
Approximately 5 to 7 days.

Flower description:

Type.—Single, occasionally paired, erect, funnel-
shaped. Flowers are borne beneath the foliage. Fra-
grance: None. Quantity per plant: Approximately 12.

Bud.—Rate of opening: Generally takes 2 to 3 days for
bud to progress from first color to fully open flower.
Quantity: Approximately 6.

Bud just before opening.—Shape: Oblong, 3 sided.
Length: Approximately 6.6 mm. Diameter: Approxi-
mately 4.5 mm. Color: N187A.

Corolla.—Diameter: Approximately 1.2 cm.

Petals.—Quantity: 5. Shape: Broadly spatulate. Mar-
gins: Entire, undulate, and recurved. Apex: Rounded.
Base: Attenuate. Length: Approximately 8.4 mm.
Width: Approximately 5.2 mm. Texture of upper and
lower surfaces: Glabrous. Color of upper and lower
surtaces when first open: Pure white with venation of
69B. Color of upper and lower surfaces when fully
open: Pure white with venation of 69A.

Calyx.—Composed of 5 overlapping sepals. Shape:
Elliptical prominent apical tip. Length: Approxi-
mately 4.0 to 5.0 mm. Width: Approximately 2 to 3
mm.

Sepals.—Quantity per tlower: 4 to 5, fused at base.
Shape: Linear. Apex: Acute. Length: Approximately
6.3 mm. Width: Approximately 4.1 mm. Texture of
inner surtace: Pubescent with appressed hairs having
a shiny appearance. Texture of outer surface: Pubes-




US PP19,388 P2

S

cent with appressed hairs having a dull appearance.
Color of mner surface: 1B. Color of outer surface:
No66C.

Peduncle—1Length: Up to 7.6 cm.

Reproductive organs.—Androecium: Stamen quantity:
10, arranged i 2 whorls. Stamen length: Approxi-
mately 4.0 mm. Anther shape: Bilobed. Anther

length: Approximately 2.0 mm. Anther color: 70D.

Pollen amount: Pollen color: 9B. Gynoecium: 3

lobed. Stigma: 3. Stigma color 24B. Ovary diameter:

Approximately 4.0 mm. Ovary color: 1B N66C.

0

Seed and fruit production: Neither seed nor fruit production
has been observed.

Disease and pest resistance: Resistance to pathogens and
pests common to Gerarium has not been observed.
What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Gerarnium plant named
‘Thunder Cloud’, substantially as herein shown and

described.
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