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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Syrngonium plant named
‘Neon Robusta’, characterized by 1ts upright and symmetri-
cal plant shape; freely branching growth habit; dense and
bushy plant form; and iridescent pink-colored upper leaf
surtaces.
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Botanical designation: Syngonium podophyiium.
Cultivar denomination: ‘Neon Robusta’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Syngonium plant, botanically known as Syngonium
podophvlium and heremafter referred to by the name ‘“Neon
Robusta’.

The new Syrgonium 1s a naturally-occurring branch muta-
tion of the Syngonium podophyvllum cultivar Neon, not
patented. The new Syngonium was discovered and selected
by the Inventor on Jun. 6, 2003 1n a controlled environment
in Apopka, Fla. on a single plant of the cultivar of Neon.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar by tissue culture
since June, 2003, in a controlled environment 1 Apopka,
Fla., has shown that the unique features of this new Syngo-
nium are stable and reproduced true to type 1n successive
generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Neon
Robusta’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘Neon Robusta’ as a new and distinct cultivar of Seygonium:

1. Upnight and symmetrical plant shape.

2. Freely branching growth habit; dense and bushy plant
form.

3. Indescent pink-colored upper leaf surfaces.

In side-by-side comparisons conducted by the Inventor in
Apopka, Fla., plants of the new Syrngonium diflered prima-
rily from plants of the parent, the cultivar Neon, 1n leaf color
as plants of the cultivar Neon had fainter pink-colored
leaves.

Plants of the new Syrngonium can be compared to plants
of the cultivar Regina, not patented. In side-by-side com-
parisons conducted in Apopka, Fla., plants of the new
Syngonium differed from plants of the Syrngorium cultivar
Regina 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Syngorium are more compact than
plants of the cultivar Regina.
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2. Plants of the new Syngonium are more freely branching
than plants of the cultivar Regina.

3. Upper leat surfaces of plants of the new Syngonium are
more intense pink 1n color than upper leaf surfaces of
plants of the cultivar Regina.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Syngonium, showing the
colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain in colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Syngonium.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side per-
spective view of a typical plant of ‘Neon Robusta’ grown 1n
a container.

The photograph at the top of the second sheet 1s a close-up
view ol the upper surface of a typical leal of ‘Neon
Robusta’.

The photograph at the bottom of the second sheet i1s a

close-up view of the lower surface of a typical leaf of ‘Neon
Robusta’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The cultivar Neon Robusta has not been observed under
all possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may
vary somewhat with variations 1n environment such as
temperature and light intensity without, however, any vari-
ance 1n genotype. The following observations and measure-
ments describe plants of the new Syrgonium that were
grown 1n 15-cm containers, 1 Sebring, Fla. in a
polycarbonate-covered greenhouse with light levels about
5,000 foot-candles. During the production of the plants, day
temperatures ranged from about 21° C. to about 33° C. and
night temperatures ranged from about 10° C. to about 20° C.
Plants used for the photographs and description were about

four months from planting. Color references are made to The
Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 2001 Edition,
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except where general terms of ordinary dictionary signifi-
cance are used.

Botanical classification: Syrgonium podophyvilum cultivar
Neon Robusta.
Parentage: Naturally-occurring branch mutation of the Syn-
gonium podophylium cultivar Neon, not patented.
Propagation:
Type.—By tissue culture.
Time to initiate voots, summer.—About 10 days at 29°
C.
Time to initiate roots, winter.—About 20 days at 20° C.
lime to produce a rooted plant, summer.—About 70
days at 29° C.

Time to produce a rooted plant, winter—About 84 days
at 20° C.

Root description.—Thick and fleshy with fine laterals;
N199C to N199D 1n color; root tips, 160B to 160C;
strong root system.

Plant description:

Plant form.—Upright and symmetrical plant form;
rounded 1nverted triangle.

Growth habit.—Plant size appropriate for 10-cm to
20-cm containers.

Growth habit.—Plants are freely clumping; usually
about eight branch stems develop per plant; dense

and bushy plant form. Moderately vigorous growth
habit.

Plant height—About 18 cm.

Plant width (spread).—About 33 cm.

Stem description.—Length (from soil surface to junc-
tion of the last two unrolled leaves): About 3 cm.
Diameter: About 7 mm. Internode length: About 1
cm. Texture: Smooth, glabrous. Strength: Sturdy,
flexible; upright. Color, immature: between 145D
and 147D. Color, mature: 147A to 147D depending
on exposure to light.

4

Foliage description.—Arrangement: Alternate; simple.
Length: About 11.1 cm. Width: About 7.6 cm. Shape:

Ovate. Apex: Acuminate to cuspidate. Base: Sagit-
tate. Margin: Enfire; somewhat undulate. Aspect:
Mostly tlat; between primary veins, convex. Texture,
upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous. Vena-
tion pattern: Pinnate. Color: Developing leaves,
upper surface: 182B; towards the petiole, tinged with
182A; towards the margin, tinged with 147C to
147D; midrib, 182A to 182B. Developing leaves,
lower surfaces: between 147C and 146C:; midrib,
146C. Fully expanded leaves, upper surface: 182B to
182C; towards the petiole, tinged with 182B;
towards the margin, tinged with 147C to 147D;
midrib and lateral veins, 182B to 182C. Fully
expanded leaves, lower surface: 147B; maidrib,
147C; mid veins, 147C; lateral veins, 147B. Petiole:
Length: About 15.6 cm. Diameter, distal: About 2
mm. Diameter, proximal: About 1.3 cm. Color: 147C
to 147D. Wing length: About 3.9 cm. Wing diameter:
About 8 mm. Wing color, outer surface: 147C to
14°7D streaked with 182C. Wing color, inner surface:
182A to 182B; along margin and midline, 147C to
1477D.
Inflorescence description: Inflorescence development has
not been observed on plants of the new Syrngonium.
Disease/pest resistance: Plants of the new Syngonium have
not been observed to be resistant to pathogens and pests
common to Syngonium.

Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Syrgonium have
been observed to be tolerant to temperatures ranging from

about 10° C. to about 40° C.

It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Syrgonrium plant named
‘Neon Robusta’, as illustrated and described.
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