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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Hypericum plant named
‘Autumn Surprise’, characterized by 1ts upright and out-
wardly spreading plant habit; freely branching growth habat;
and tri-colored variegated leaves.
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Botanical designation: Hypericumxinodorum.
Cultivar denomination: ‘Autumn Surprise’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Hypericum plant, botanically known as Hypericumx
inodorum, and herematter referred to by the name  Autumn
Surprise’.

The new Hypericum 1s a naturally-occurring branch muta-
tion of an unnamed selection of Hypericumxinodorum, not
patented. The new Hypericum was discovered and selected
by the Inventor 1 1999 from within a population of plants

of the parent selection in a controlled environment 1n
Boskoop, The Netherlands.

Asexual reproduction of the new Hypericum by terminal
cuttings 1n Zundet, The Netherlands since 2000, has shown
that the umique features of this new Hypericum are stable and
reproduced true to type 1n successive generations of asexual
reproduction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of “Autumn
Surprise’. These characteristics in combination distinguish
‘Autumn Surprise’ as a new and distinct cultivar:

1. Uprnight and outwardly spreading plant habit.
2. Freely branching growth habit.

3. Variegated leaves.

Plants of the new Hypericum difler from plants of the
parent selection primarily in leat coloration as plants of the
parent selection do not have variegated leaves.

Plants of the new Hypericum can be compared to plants
of the Hypericum cultivar Bosapin, disclosed in U.S. Plant
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Pat. No. 10,993, In side-by-side comparisons conducted 1n
Boskoop, The Netherlands, plants of the new Hypericum
differed from plants of the cultivar Bosapin 1n the following
characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Hypericum had variegated leaves
whereas plants of the cultivar Bosapin had light green-
colored leaves.

2. Plants of the new Hypericum did not produce tlowers
whereas plants of the cultivar Bosapin produce flowers
and showy fruits.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Hypericum, showing the
colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Hypericum.

The photograph at the top of the sheet comprises a side
perspective view of a typical plant of ‘Autumn Surprise’
grown 1n a container.

The photographs at the middle and at the bottom of the
sheet are close-up views of typical leaves of ‘Autumn
Surprise’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The new Hypericum has not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
somewhat with variations 1n environment such as
temperature, daylength and light intensity, without,
however, any variance 1n genotype.
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The atorementioned photographs, following observations
and measurements describe plants grown 1n Boskoop, The
Netherlands, 1n an outdoor nursery and under commercial
production practices. Plants were about one year old. The
photographs and description were taken 1n September, 2004,
when outdoor day temperatures ranged from 16 to 32° C.
and night temperatures ranged from 8 to 18° C. In the
following description, color references are made to The
Roval Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 2001 Edition,
except where general terms of ordinary dictionary signifi-
cance are used.

Botanical classification: Hypericumxinodorum cultivar
Autumn Surprise.

Parentage: Naturally-occurring branch mutation of an
unnamed selection of Hypericumxinodorum, not pat-
ented.

Propagation:

Tvpe.—By cuttings.

Time to initiate roots.—About 20 days at 20° C.

Time to produce a rooted cutting.—About 50 days at
20° C.

Root description.—Fine, fibrous; greyish cream in
color.

Rooting habit.—Freely branching; dense.

Plant description:

Plant form.—Upright and outwardly spreading peren-
nial deciduous shrub; broad inverted triangle.

Growth habit.—Moderately vigorous. Freely
branching, about 11 lateral branches develop per

plant.
Plant height—About 29 cm.
Plant width (spread).—About 31 cm.

4

Lateral branches.—Length: About 21 cm. Diameter:
About 2 mm. Internode length: About 2.7 cm.
Strength: Moderately strong. Texture: Smooth; gla-
brous. Color: 178B.

Foliage description.—Arrangement: Opposite, simple;
sessile. Length: About 5.8 cm. Width: About 2.4 cm.
Shape: Ovate. Apex: Acute to obtuse. Base: Obtuse.
Margin: Entire. Texture, upper and lower surfaces:
(Glabrous, smooth; relatively thick and slightly leath-
ery. Venation pattern: Pinnate. Color: Developing
leaves, upper surface: 143A; towards the margins,
marbled 145D and 157A. Developing leaves, lower
surface: Between 138B and 191A; towards the
margin, slightly marbled, 157A and 186D. Fully
expanded leaves, upper surface: 137A to 137B;
towards the margin, marbled, 138B and 191A; ran-
dom splashes of 185D and 186A to 186B. Fully
expanded leaves, lower surface: Between 138B and
191 A; towards the margin, marbled, 145A and 186B.
Venation, upper surface: Similar to lamina. Venation,
lower surface: 144B.

Flower description: Flower development has not been
observed.

Disease/pest resistance: Plants of the new Hypericum have
not been observed to be resistant to pathogens and pests
common to Hypericum.

Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Hypericum have
been observed to tolerate temperatures ranging from
about —-15 to 35° C.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Hypericum plant named

‘Autumn Surprise’, as 1llustrated and described.
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