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A new and distinct Podophyilum plant characterized by
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tive brown-spotted spring color followed by green leaves
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Botanical denomination: Podophylium hybrid (Podophyl-
[um hybndxPodophyllum delavayi).

Variety designation: ‘Spotty Dotty’.

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Podophvllum hybrid and given the cultivar name ‘Spotty
Dotty’. Podophvilum 1s 1n the family Berberidaceae.

This new cultivar originated from a cross between Podo-
phyllum hybnd 374 (an unpatented proprietary plant) as
the seed parent and Podophyllum delavayi ‘64° (an unpat-
ented proprietary plant) as the pollen parent. The seed
parent, Podophvllum hybrid 374, 1s an outstanding selec-
tion out of a hybrid swarm from a Japanese nursery, which
1s believed to have come from P. difforme, P. delavayi, and
P. versipelle. The pollen parent, Podophyilum delavayi ‘64’
1s a highly colored selection. The new cultivar was chosen
for 1ts outstanding foliage and vigor.

This plant 1s characterized by the following:

1. Beautiful large umbrella shaped, lobed leaves with an
attractive brown spotted spring color followed by green
leaves with lighter spots.

2. Two leaves per crown that will increase 1n size with
maturity to 40 cm. or more wide.

3. Numerous large red maroon flowers with maturity.
4. A rhizomatous habit.

5. Excellent vigor.

This new cultivar has been reproduced only by asexual
propagation (tissue culture). Each of the progeny exhibits
identical characteristics to the original plant. Asexual propa-
gation by tissue culture using standard micropropagation
techniques with side shoots, as done 1n Canby, Oreg., shows
that the foregoing characteristics and distinctions come true
to form and are established and transmitted through suc-
ceeding propagations. The present mvention has not been
evaluated under all possible environmental conditions. The
phenotype may vary with variations 1n environment without
a change 1n the genotype of the plant.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 shows a three-year-old Podophviium ‘Spotty
Dotty’ 1n the spring in full color growing 1n the ground 1n the
s shade house.

FIG. 2 shows a close up of the tlowers.

FIG. 3 shows the same plant 1in the summer.

DETAILED PLANT DESCRIPTION
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The following 1s a detailed description of the new Podo-
phyllum cultivar based on observations of three-year-old
specimens grown in the ground 1n an open air shade house
with 50% shade cover and added 1rrigation in the summer

15 months in Canby, Oreg. Canby is Zone 8 on the USDA
Hardiness map. Temperatures range from a high of 95
degrees F. in August to 32 degrees F. in January. Normal
rainfull 1n Canby 1s 42.8 inches per year. The color descrip-

tions are all based on The Royal Horticultural Society
20" Colour Chart.

Plant:

1Type.—Herbaceous perenmal.

Form.—Stoutly rhizomatous, with two leaves per
crown when mature and flowering. Juvenmile crowns
have one leal per crown and no tlowers.

Hardiness.—U.S.D.A. Hardiness Zones 6-9.

Size.—60 cm tall and 90 cm wide with 5 crowns.

- Stem:

Type.—Perenmal with annual erect aenal stems (stalk
between the rhizome and the lamina) with one leaf
per stem on young crowns to a maximum of two
leaves per crown.

Size.—Grows to 33 cm tall and 9 mm wide.

Surface texture.—Pubescent, with many long soft hairs.
Color.—Closest to Greyed Red 182B.
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Leat:

Type.—Simple.

Arrangement.—Alternate.

Shape.—Peltate, petiole attached ofl center.

Blade size.—22 to 28 cm wide on mature leaves, grows
to 37 cm wide on juvenile leaf.

Venation.—Palmate with 6 to 7 main lobes.

Margins.—Palmatifid, slightly revolute and 1rregularly
and coarsely serrate, each tooth with a prominent
mucro.

Lobing.—6 lobes, mature leaves with deeper lobes, the
four lobes on the outside of the petiole are ovate 1n
shape and distinct, the two on the inside are con-
nected 1n the middle.

Apices.—Mucronulate.

Base.—I1 eat dips 1n where connected to petiole.

lexture.—I1 eathery.

Surface texture.—Glabrous on top and pubescent on
bottom.

Petiole.—(Stalk between the aerial stem and the
lamina). Length — 10 to 16 c¢cm for terminal leaf and
8 to 16 cm for lower leaf. Width — 3 mm.
Vestiture — Pubescent with many long soft hairs.
Color — Greyed Red 182A.

Leaf color—Varies with light, temperature and age.
Best leal color occurs with bright shade, cool tem-
peratures and new leaves. Abaxial — New spring
leaves are chartreuse, Yellow Green 145C, with
brown spots, Brown 200B and brownish edges,
Greyed Orange 176 A and B. Summer leaves have no
brown, Yellow Green 145C with spots of Yellow
Green 146A. Adaxial — Yellow Green 147C.

Intlorescence: Borne on the petiole below the base of the
terminal leaf.

Number and type.—4 to 7 1 an umbel-like group,
pendulous.

Size.—10 cm wide and 12 cm deep including pedicels.

Pedicel —Length — 5.3 cm. Surface texture — Grey
Brown 199B with some maroon, Greyed Purple
187A.

Bloom time.—Spring, May 1n Canby, Oreg.

Flower bud:

Size.—1.5 cm wide and 3 cm deep.

Description.—Upside down teardrop shape.

Color—Tan, Greyed Purple 183D and Grey Brown
199C.

Flower:

Type.— Actinomorphic, bisexual, and pendulous.
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Size.—3 c¢cm. wide and 8 cm. deep.

Color—Deep red-purple, Greyed Purple 187B but
brighter and more purple.

Petal number.—o6.

Petal size.—1.2 cm. wide and 8.5 cm. deep.

Petal shape.—Lanceolate with a rounded 1rregular
apex, slight twist at the ends, margins entire.

Petal surface texture.—Glabrous on both sides.

Calyx.—Fugacious, cupped. Sepal number — 5 to 6.
Size — 1 to 1.3 cm wide and 2.5 to 3.33 cm deep.
Surface texture — Pubescent on the outside, gla-
brous inside. Color — Greyed Red 180A.

Stamens.—Number — 6. S1ize — 3 c¢m long and 3 mm
wide. Filaments — 7 mm long and 1.5 mm wide,
color 1s Greyed Purple 187B. Anthers — Oblong
with tip curling. Between Yellow Green 152D and
Greyed Yellow 160A before dehiscence. Anther
mucro 1s 4 mm long. Pollen — Greyed Yellow 160B.

Pistil—1.8 cm long, Yellow Green 152A.

Stigma.—QOval from top (4 mm by 7 mm), convoluted,
Yellow White 159A on edges and Greyed Red 180A
below.

Fragrance.—Heavy, slightly unpleasant.

Fruit:
1Type.—Spherical, tleshy berry.
Fertility.—Self-incompatible, should outcross.

Color.—Green 138A, when mature, and glaucous.
Seed:

Shape.—QOval.
Size.—3 mm long.
Color—Tan, Yellow White 158A.

Pests and diseases: Podophyllum, when grown in moist,
well-drained, humus rich soil in the shade, have very few
pest problems. The species 1s usually susceptible to root
rots 1n poorly drained soils. No problems observed on
plants grown commercially in Canby, Oreg.

COMPARISONS

This new cultivar was selected and compared to the less
colored and unpatented proprietary parent plants. The parent
plants were selected from a large population of well-marked
plants. Podophylium ‘Spotty Dotty’ has been shown to have
much superior leal markings and colorings.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety ol Podophvlium plant as
herein 1illustrated and described.
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