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Latin name of the genus and species of the plant claimed:
Malus Mill.
Variety denomination: ‘Burkitt Gala’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The new cultivar originated as a limb sport mutation of
‘“Tenroy’ gala (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 4,121). It was discovered
by the mventor in February 1993 1n a cultivated orchard at
Pakowhai, New Zealand. ‘Burkitt Gala’ was asexually
propagated at Pakowhai, New Zealand 1n 1997, and has been
shown to remain true to type over successive generations.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

‘Burkitt Gala’ 1s a new and distinct apple tree notable for
its distinctive fruit, which exhibits a 100% cherry red
coloration, with underlying striping present. ‘Burkitt Gala’ 1s
turther distinguishable from 1ts parent by its early maturity.
‘Burkiatt Gala” matures ten days earlier than ‘Royal Gala.” A
comparison of ‘Burkitt Gala’ to 1ts parent ‘“Tenroy” and to
similar variety ‘Galaxy’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 6,955) 1s shown
in Table 1.

TABLE 1
‘Burkitt Gala’ “Tenroy’ ‘Galaxy’
Harvest date February 1 February 14 February 18
Fruit overcolor Cherry Red Dark red Dark-red/Maroon
% overcolor 80—-100% 60—75% 80—100%

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

FIG. 1 shows the fruit and leaves of the new cultivar;
FIG. 2 shows the fruit and leaves of the new cultivar; and

FIG. 3 shows the tree and fruit of the new cultivar.
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DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following detailed botanical description 1s based on
observations made during the 2002/2003 growing season at
Havelock North, New Zealand on trees planted 1n 2000. All
colors are described according to The Royal Horticultural
Society Colour Chart (2001). It should be understood that
the characteristics described will vary somewhat depending
upon cultural practices and climatic conditions, and can vary
with location and season. Quantified measurements are
expressed as an average ol measurements taken from a
number of individual plants of the new variety. The mea-
surements of any individual plant, or any group of plants, of
the new variety may vary from the stated average.

1ree:
Vigor—Medium, similar to “Tenroy’.
Habit.—Upright.
Size.—Height 3.5 m; diameter of spread 2.5 mat 1.5 m
high.
Trunk—Diameter 9 cm at 20 cm above grait union;
bark texture smooth; lenticels prominent, 6.5 mmx2
mm, 2 to 3 per cm”, Greyed-orange N167B; trunk
Grey-brown N199A, N199C.
Branches.—Uniformly spread; crotch angle 30° to 45°.
Dormant one year old shoot:
Pubescence on upper half.—Strong.
Size.—Diameter 5 mm; average length 45 cm.
Length of internode (middle third of one year old
shoot).—Short, 2.5 cm.
Lenticels.—1.5 mmx1 mm, 5 to 6 per cm”, Greyed-
yellow 161A.
Flower:
Color of unopened flower—Pink and white.
Size (diameter with petals pressed flat)—Medium.
Relative position of margins.—Free (not touching).

Bloom period.—First bloom September 20; full bloom
October 10 (Pakawhai, NZ).
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[ eat:

Attitude in velation to shoot.—Downward and outward.
Length of blade.—Medium, avg. 80 mm.

Width of blade.—Narrow-medium, avg. 39 mm.
Ratio: length/width.—Large.

Shape of margins.—Serrate.

Petiole length.—Medium, avg. 30 mm.

Color—Upper surface green 133A; lower surface
green 144A.

Fruit:

Size.—Small to medium, 116 g; diameter 65 mm;
height 54 mm.

Ratio: height/width.—Small to medium.

Position of maximum diameter.—In middle.

Shape.—Globose conical.

Ribbing.—Weak.

Crowning at calyx end.—Medium.

Aperture of eye.—Closed.

Size of eye.—Small.

Length of sepal—Medium, 6.0 to 6.5 mm.

Depth of eve basin.—Medium, 11 mm.

Width of eve basin.—Medium, 25 mm.

Stalk.—Diameter 2.5 mm; length 32.5 mm; greyed-
orange 177B.

Stalk cavity.—Depth 13.6 mm; width 29.7 mm.

Bloom of skin.—Absent or very weak.

Greasiness of skin.—Absent or very weak.

Ground color of skin.—Whitish-yellow to yellow 11C.

4

Amount of overcolor of skin.—High, 80-100%.
Color of overcolor of skin.—Red 46B.

Intensity of overcolor—Medium.

Pattern of overcolor—Striped.

Amount of russet around eye basin.—Absent or very
low.

Amount of russet on cheeks.—Absent or very low.

Amount of russet avound stalk cavity.—Absent or very
low.

Size of lenticels.—Medium-large, 1.0 to 1.5 mm.

Firmness of flesh.—Firm, avg. 8.75 (measured with
penetrometer).

Color of flesh.—White 155B.

Fruit in cross section: aperture of locules.—Partly
open.
Seeds.—Avg. 9.5 per fruit; grey-orange 166A.
Yield —Same as ‘Tenroy’.
Use.—Fresh market.
Resistance/susceptibility to known diseases: Same as “‘Ten-

b

roy’.

Storageability: Same as ‘Tenroy’.

Time of maturity for consumption: Early to medium; Feb-
ruary 1 at Pakowhai, NZ.
It 1s claimed:

1. We claim a new and distinct apple tree substantially as
shown and described herein.

¥ # ¥ ¥ #



US PP17.,013 P2

Sheet 1 of 3

Aug. 15, 2006

U.S. Patent

L] ] O
R AL d b 3 -, A

e 3 ; 3 A
* l:..-_-_.-.-.._n o ¢ 3 - - - rrrrrrrrrr g u_.du_ :
& ¥ rrrrrrrFr = r =
M . .
i A

I

F =1
» X
5

-
'C-I
Ty

P2

]
e
>
*

P
g
n
a-'rll l':i"
i-q-*t‘

E~

.1-:;_1 "
etarat

H:
o TE
i
I‘J
L g ]

-

]
|r
-I* L L "‘ri ‘#J‘ii'

R e

L)
L]
»

R
S
L] ii

%

-‘:':.

X
*

.
n:-r
AxE
Eal o)
el
f
e )
L
ety
MU BN M
L

L
-
"
:..
| ]
T
»
J
L

J'I-_.
[ ¢
»
e
T
I'Jr:'l"
&

L LB
L]

&
]
T

L)
N
o
¥ d
)
"y
Tt
X *

¥
o R

W
L)
Fo e S

ki kR

el N

) L ]
Al T
- ll.l..!.._l
AT A
AT
= r..._......—_.__.._..__..__..._

s
e
A
IE H;-::
"?"l

T
L ,
.!HI“!'

L]
X

X

"
L
ol
oY,
HII.::h

. |

-H!?l.ﬂ":

]

l‘-l"#.l- LB
F Bk & &
R
A
=
]

|
|
T

M
]

L o]
Al
¥ ZHHHHIE'H!IHH.

%

AN
a
| :.f-!.iii:'

Jp _H!I F

)
e

.I |
e
fyhram e

F
q__.n".__.n_. .__“...-.._H. . w“
N e T T
A, ata Ty
A *

X
s P
P,

v hu.xxx. taritas i“Lw“__-..-._._.._.

e Y

L N



US PP17,013 P2

Sheet 2 of 3

Aug. 15, 2006

U.S. Patent

™

A
wor oy

)
L I

p_J

o

L]
':u_x:-.”:l:h":” )

H:

=

M

T B et A ]
N __.._.1.1..1..1.-......__......-_....._1.._..-..._.._.._ -
B on ke I i B Nk w0
SR I
. .n.._........ .....-..r.._..._....-.l.r.__.u P

X X K
Fo R KX N XX
i

o .xw.x.,_. A g

»
i
-

 F oy o
L JE N
& x

L 3
r
»

r

LI L
LN LN
R
LIS
vt
LN i ]

*

q"r
r

ki

;L

o




US PP17,013 P2

TR AT TR B ...
oy Mo e T L ' nln_._r:uf l-qwd ¥
& &l Ok RN Iﬂl Hxlu..lv.! H-. .
o i !

3
I:ln-J

t'l“##llr

L L L
]

MM
Ihil! A W
- L AL,
L -ll-l_'_!“#*_lrll‘bl‘
L

H d
] :":!Hx!a.nnl.
»

b ]
]

o a
R

q-t:
i

A

.
L
>,

[
£
]
o

-h' o
3
ey

v ane

i
A
x M

Lo M)
L R NN B
L
Moty
AW
xﬁa‘a
A
A
o
.l.!. 3
AN

]
]

ot

LR

T &
[ 3 Y
5 F

|

)
Al

l*l

- Mol A
HIIHH::.H;‘

N
Al

A
»
|

HHH' b )

i |

e

-

F
Al
Al

A
H

Al_N

M_A
w

T
w

P

o

P

A MK AKX
HF!"HIHLF

s

A
IH!:H"I

3

)
:":EIHH!I
HI:I!I

|

AN M NN
|

Sheet 3 of 3

Aug. 15, 2006

U.S. Patent

e
l’;’ﬂn

F] J.'r|.

F o

AL
LML
et

gy
I'I'III'I I'I*I*I"'*l.'.*l Ir.‘f#“

Ty

L ]

i

| XX A
e
y g i) r
r “E”H”H”HIH”HMHMHHI”IX
F T
I_-.u_.

L]
X
W
N

™
e

L] .
'k n
LINE L
i#tl‘
Mo N A
|

Lo )

L ]

&
L o ]
"
»

L}

.‘H' -
T

]

| ]
]

ir

E
-

r_-
e
|

|

L o
-~
-
E

r = &

K
oL ;
T nn"H“v_”H”l.Hxnnux“””lula fats > l"mm
X

"an
Ll
"r-l-q--i
L]
%

.4 ”xv.nu.:xu_unv.x_..! .

) e g X
I.ua_.__

a

L |
'1**“‘1-'1
L )
s

”.".T” - l. . | ] l- .ﬂlﬂ.

O T
| | H.l-l- - H.ﬂfl -
SRy

i

L ]

| ]
&+

]

|
ety ettt
x

F
o
=
&+

o
B L
.
ety
v

LA
o
L NC N

. Ir'_- ‘.-

.

l-'a; >
)

| L L
”l“x”x”a”nn“l”:gnﬂa.

L
XN KN i s
L o _._nl:..-xn ALK

L]
L]
|

LR )

"y

P

Lt ] L ]
" v




	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

