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Genus and species:
The present plant 1s a variety of Acer saccharum and its

cultivar denomination 1s ‘Hawkersmith 1°.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct variety
of Sugar Maple tree which I have named ‘Hawkersmith 1°.

The original Sugar Maple tree of the new cultivar was
selected 1 1985 from a block of seedlings planted 1n rows
in a production field in Tullahoma, Tenn. The seedlings were
planted 1n rows and designed to be sold at a caliper of 4-10
inches. The selection was made on the basis of the distinc-
tive characteristics of a single tree (as heremafter described)
noted after a few years ol growth. The new cultivar was
growing 1n a seedling block of standard Acer saccharum
trees. The seed source 1s unknown and the origin of the
seedlings 1s unknown. The present seedling was selected
from the others 1n the block because 1t was smaller and more
thickly branched. Its leaf color was dull and the leaves were
smaller than the other seedlings. Its fall color was more red
to burgundy and the other seedlings were more yellow to
orange.

The new cultivar has been asexually reproduced success-
tully by chip budding onto Acer saccharum rootstock at
New Madnd, Mo.

It has been found that the new Acer saccharum cultivar
exhibits the following combination of characteristics.

1. A much smaller leaf than other Sugar Maples.
2. A slightly darker leaf than other Sugar Maples.

3. A slightly thicker leaf than other Sugar Maples based on
feel and appearance, although the precise thickness has
not been measured.

4. In full leaf, the branching structure has a layered
appearance.

5. When dormant and 1n full leaf, the Sugar Maple looks
as 11 1t has been sheared (very dense branching).

6. The new growth 1s dark red to bronze.
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7. The 1all color 1s very similar to new growth.
8. The tree 1s almost semi-dwart.

9. The rate of growth 1s moderate when young and very
slow after 10 years.

10. The bark 1s gray.
11. The tree 1s very tolerant to summer heat of the south.

12. The tree has no winter die back and 1s very cold hardy.

13. The color of new growth and fall color seem to be
consistent from year to year.

14. The leaves turn fall color 2-3 weeks later than other
Sugar Maples.

Comparable cultivars include ‘Green Mountain’ sugar
maple Pat. No. 2,339. Compared to ‘Green Mountain’, the
present cultivar 1s semi-dwart having smaller, thinner leaves
than ‘Green Mountain’. It requires minimal pruning, 1s
slower growing and the leaves are dull and not glossy. In the
tall the leaves of the instant tree are a red to burgundy color
whereas ‘Green Mountain’ 1s more orange to yellow 1n color.

Compared to ‘Legacy’ sugar maple, the leaves of the
instant cultivar are thinner and duller 1n appearance.
‘Legacy’ has glossy waxy leaves. ‘Legacy’ 1s a large full
growing tree whereas the nstant cultivar 1s semi-dwart and
requires little pruning. The full coloration of the instant
cultivar 1s red to burgundy and ‘Legacy’ 1s vellow-orange.

The tree characteristics following asexual reproduction
are the same as those of the original tree of the new cultivar.
The tree has shown no winter die back and 1s cold hardy. It
also 1s very tolerant of southern summer heat and 1s more
drought tolerant compared to other Sugar Maples grown
under the same circumstances.

The new cultivar of the present invention has been named

the ‘Hawkersmith 1° cultivar and 1s being marketed under
the AUTUMN FAITH trademark.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographs show, as nearly true as 1s
reasonably possible to make the same 1n color 1llustrations
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of this character, typical specimens and plant parts of the
new cultivar. The tree depicted 1n the photograph 1s growing,
in Tullahoma, Tenn.

FIG. 1 illustrates during the month of July a mature tree
of the new cultivar at an age of approximately 20 years. The
trunk diameter 1s about 8 inches measured 4 feet from the
base, the height 1s about 25 feet and the maximum breadth
1s approximately 15 feet.

FI1G. 2 1llustrates the 20 year old tree of FIG. 1 during the

month of November. Fall coloration in shades of dark red
and bronze 1s apparent.

FIG. 3 shows a close-up of the dense summer foliage of
the 20 year old tree of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 1s a close-up of individual leaves showing the
smaller darker mature leaf of the 20 year old tree.

FIG. 5 shows the new leal growth of the 20 year old tree
during the month of May 1n shades of dark red and bronze.

FIG. 6 shows the gray bark and the bud sets varying from
/2 1nch at the ends of the branch to 2 inches apart toward the
center of the 20 vear old tree.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of my new variety
of Sugar Maple. The chart used 1n 1dentification of colors 1s
that of The Roval Horticultural Society (R.H.S. Colour
Chart). Common color terms are to be accorded their ordi-
nary dictionary meaning. The description 1s based on a test
planting of the new variety at New Madrid, Mo. and on the
20 year old tree shown 1n the photographs.

Parentage: Chance seeding of Acer saccharum of unknown
origin found growing in a cultivated area in Tullahoma,
Tenn. The seedling was notably shorter and had smaller
leaves than the other seedlings around it.

Tree shape: Upright, oval with layered very dense branch
structure.

Size: Smaller than standard Acer saccharum of same age;
almost semi-dwarf. The height 1s almost 25 feet and
breadth 1s about 15 feet at 20 years. The mature size
should be no more than 35 feet.

Growth: Moderate when voung; very slow after 10 years.

Trunk: Generally straight and upright and trunk diameter 1s
8 inches measured 4 feet from the base.

Bark: Gray Group 201C, Fan 4 Grey (R.H.S.).

Branches: On a typical sugar maple measuring the same
height as ‘Hawkersmith 17, a branch measured 8 feet from
ground level was 572 inches 1n caliper measured 6 inches
from main trunk and was 15 feet in length. Texture 1s
smooth and coloration was found to match Fan 4 page 200
A Brown Group (R.H.S.). ‘Hawkersmith 1° has a branch
caliper of 25 inches and a length of 8 feet, 4 inches, both
being measured by the same specifications as was the
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typical sugar maple. Texture 1s smooth and coloration
matches Fan 4, page 199 B Grey/Brown Group (R.H.S.).

Leaves: Much smaller, slightly darker and slightly thicker
than standard Sugar Maple. On a typical sugar maple the
leal shape 1s simple and palmate. The length 1s 3 inches,
the width 1s 6 inches, the apex 1s acuminate, the base 1s
cordate, and the margin i1s lobed. ‘Hawkersmithl’ leaf
shape 1s simple and palmate. The length 1s from 2Vis
inches to 4V1s inches. The width 1s from 2% inches to
413/16 1nches. The apex 1s acuminate, the base 1s cordate,
and the margin 1s lobed. Visually the leaf 1s heavier and
thicker as can be noted 1n the photos.

Color: The new growth and fall color of the leaves of the
instant tree 1s dark red to bronze. The summer color 1s
darker green than standard Acer saccharum. The leaves
turn their fall color 2—3 weeks later than standard Sugar
Maples.

Bud sets: Vary from %" apart at the ends of the branches to
about 2" apart toward the trunk. The buds are brown and
scaly. The bud shape 1s conical Y5 inch long, V16 inch wide
and the color was found to match Fan 4, page 200 C,
Brown Group (R.H.S.).

Reproductive organs and fruit: No seed, fruit or flowers have
yet been observed.

Petiole: The petiole length 1s from 134 inches to 5% inches.
The diameter 1s from Y32 inch to Vs inch.

Ability to withstand head: The tree 1s tolerant of summer
heat 1n the South and 1s very drought tolerant compared to
standard Sugar Maple.

Cold hardiness: The tree has no winter die back. It also has
withstood high winds and ice 1n USDA Zones 4-8.

Disease resistance: No disease or insect problems have been
noted.

Leal and petiole color comparison with The Royal Horti-
cultural Society Colour Chart: New Petiole — Fan 3
Yellow - Green group 146 B. New Leal Upper Surface —
Fan 4 Greyed - Purple group 185 B. New Leal Lower
Surface — Fan 4 Greyed - Purple group 186 C. Summer
Petiole — Fan 3 Yellow - Green group N 144 D. Summer
Leatl Upper Surface — Fan 3 Yellow - Green group 147
A. Summer Leal Lower Surface — Fan 3 Yellow - Green

group 144 A. Fall Petiole — Fan 4 Greyed - Green group
197 C. Fall Leatf Upper Surface — Fan 4 Greyed - Purple

group 184 C. Fall Leal Lower Surface — Fan 4

Greyed - Purple group 185 D.

What 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct variety of Sugar Maple tree sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, characterized
particularly as to novelty by a compact shape, moderate to
slow growth, small, dark and somewhat thicker leaves, good
drought and summer heat resistance, resistance to wind and
cold, and new growth and fall coloration being dark red to

bronze.
= = e = =
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