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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Agapanthus plant named
‘Back 1n Black’ characterized by 1ts strong, mostly upright,
long and black-colored scapes; umbels with numerous violet
blue-colored flowers; and freely tlowering habiat.
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Botanical classification/cultivar designation: Agapanihus
africanus cultivar Back in Black.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti- >

var of Agapanthus plant, botanically known as Agapanithus
africanus, and hereinafter referred to by the name ‘Back in

Black’.

The new Agapanthus originated from a chance open-
pollination of a group of unnamed selections of A gapanithus
africanus, not patented, in 1998. The cultivar Back in Black
was discovered and selected by the Inventor as a flowering,
plant within the resultant progeny of the chance open-
pollination in a controlled environment in Lisse, The Neth-

erlands 1n 2000.

Asexual reproduction of the new Agapanthus by cuttings
in a controlled environment 1n Lisse, The Netherlands since
2000, has shown that the unique features of this new
Agapanthus are stable and reproduced true to type 1n suc-
cessive generations.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The cultivar ‘Back 1n Black’ has not been observed under
all possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may
vary somewhat with variations in environment such as
temperature and light intensity without, however, any vari-
ance 1n genotype.
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The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Back 1n
Black’. These characteristics in combination distinguish
‘Back 1 Black’ as a new and distinct cultivar of Agapan-
thus:

1. Strong, mostly upright, long and black-colored scapes.
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2. Umbels with numerous violet blue-colored flowers.

3. Freely flowering habit.

Compared to plants of the female parent selection, plants
of the new Agapanthus are more compact, are more freely
flowering and differ in flower coloration.

Plants of the new Agapanthus can be compared to plants
of the cultivar Intermedia, not patented. In side-by-side
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comparisons conducted 1n Lisse, The Netherlands, plants of
the new Agapanthus differed from plants of the cultivar
Intermedia, 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new A gapanthus were more compact than
plants of the cultivar Intermedia.

2. Scapes of plants of the new Agapanihus were all black
in color whereas scapes of plants of the cultivar Inter-
media were only black 1n random areas.

3. Plants of the new Agapanthus were more freely flow-
ering than plants of the cultivar Intermedia.

4. Plants of the new Agapanthus and the cultivar Inter-
media differed 1n flower color.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanyimng colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Agapanthus, showing the
colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain in colored
reproductions of this type. Colors 1n the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Agapanthus.

The photograph at the top left on the first sheet comprises
a side perspective view of a typical flowering plant of ‘Back
in Black’.

The photograph at the top right of the first sheet 1s a
close-up view of a typical scape and pedicels of ‘Back in
Black’.

The photograph at the bottom of the first sheet 1s a
close-up view of typical leaves of ‘Back in Black’.

The photograph at the top of the second sheet 1s a close-up
view of a typical tlowering inflorescence of ‘Back 1n Black’.

The photograph at the bottom of the second sheet 1s a
close-up view of a typical flower of ‘Back i Black’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 2001 Edition,
except where general terms of ordinary dictionary signifi-
cance are used. The aforementioned photographs and fol-
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lowing observations and measurements describe one-year
old plants grown 1n Lisse, The Netherlands under commer-
cial practice 1 an outdoor nursery. During the production of
the plants, day temperatures ranged from 14 to 33° C. and
night temperatures ranged from 8 to 14° C. Measurements
and numerical values represent averages for typical flower-
ing plants. The photographs and the description were taken
during the late summer.

Botanical classification: Agapanthus africanus cultivar Back
in Black.

Parentage: Chance open-pollination of a group of unnamed
selections of Agapanthus africanus, not patented.

Propagation:

Type.—By cuttings.

Time fo initiate roots.—About 30 days at 20° C.

Root description.—T'hick, tleshy; whitish gray in color.
Bulb production has not been observed.

Rooting habit.—Freely branching; dense.

Plant description:

Plant form/growth habit.—Upright flowering plant.
Leaves basal with central flowering scape with flow-
ers arranged 1n umbels. Moderately vigorous growth
habit.

Crop time.—Usually about four months are required to
produce finished flowering plants 1n containers.

Plant height, soil level to top of foliar plane.—About 15
cm

Plant height, soil level to top of inflorescence.—About
50 cm.

Plant width.—About 34 cm.

Leaves.—Arrangement: Simple; basal; 2-ranked;
sessile. Quantity of leaves per plant: About 18.
Length: About 15.6 cm. Width: About 1.8 cm. Shape:
Linear. Apex: Acute. Base: Cuneate. Margin: Entire.
Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Glabrous,
smooth; relatively thick and leathery. Venation pat-
tern: Parallel. Color: Developing and fully expanded
leaves, upper surface: 137A. Developing and fully
expanded leaves, lower surface: 137B; towards the
base, N187A. Venation, upper and lower surfaces:
137A.

Flower description:
Flowering habit.—nflorescences scapose with single
campanulate flowers; flowers arranged 1n umbels on
long, mostly erect and strong scapes. Flowers not
fragrant; flowers persistent. Flowers face outwardly
to slightly upright.
Natural flowering season.—Plants flower during the
summer in The Netherlands.
Flower longevity on the plant.—About one week.

Inflorescence size.— ength: About 6 cm. Width: About
14.7 cm.
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Flower buds.— _ength: About 2.5 cm. Diameter: About
7 mm. Shape: Ovoid. Color: N92B.

Flowers.—Quantity of flowers per inflorescence: About
35; typically two tlowering stems develop per plant.
Shape: Campanulate. Diameter: About 2.8 cm.

Depth (height): About 3 cm.

Perianth.—Quantity/arrangement: Eight tepals per
flower; fused at base. Tepal length: About 3 cm;
lower 1.2 cm of the tepals 1s fused. Tepal width:
About 7 mm. Tepal shape: Oblanceolate. Tepal apex:
Broadly acute. Tepal margin: Enfire. Tepal texture,
upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous. Tepal
color: When opening, upper surface: 93A. When
opening, lower surface: N89B; towards the center,
N92B. Fully opened, upper surface: 93A; stripes,
94A to 94C; color becoming closer to 86A with
development. Fully opened, lower surface: N8IB;
towards the center, N92B.

Scape.—Angle: Mostly erect to about 40° from verti-
cal. Strength: Strong. Length: About 44 cm. Diam-

cter: About 5 mm. Texture: Smooth, glabrous. Color:
Very close to 202A, covered with a waxy layer,

202B.

Pedicels.—Angle: Erect to horizontal to the scape.
Strength: Strong. Length: About 5 ¢cm. Diameter:
About 1.5 mm. Texture: Smooth, glabrous. Color:
Very close to 202A, covered with a waxy layer,

202B.

Reproductive organs.—Stamens: Quantity per flower:
Six. Filament length: About 1.8 cm. Filament color:
Close to 92A. Anther shape: Reniform. Anther
length: About 1 mm. Anther color: 202A. Amount of
pollen: Scarce. Pollen color: 202A. Pistils: Quantity
per flower: One. Length: About 2 cm. Stigma shape:
Narrowly clavate. Stigma color: 90A. Style length:
About 2 cm. Style color: Close to 90A. Ovary color:
145B.

Fruits.—Quantity per flower: One. Length: About 1.6
cm. Diameter: About 6 mm. Texture: Smooth. Color:

143B.

Seeds.— ength: About 1.5 mm. Diameter: About 1
mm. Color: 202A.

Discase/pest resistance: Resistance to pathogens and pests
common to Agapanthus has not been determined.

Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Agapanthus have

been observed to tolerate high temperatures of 40° C. and
have been observed to be hardy to USDA Zone 8.

It 1s claimed:

1. Anew and distinct cultivar of Agapanthus plant named
‘Back 1n Black’, as illustrated and described.
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