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(57) ABSTRACT
A distinct cultivar of Veronica plant named ‘Aquamarine’,
characterized by 1its tall, upright and uniform plant habit;

vigorous growth habit; strong stems; freely flowering habat;
and violet-colored flowers.
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Botanical classification/cultivar designation: Veronica
spicata cultivar Aquamarine.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Veromica plant, botanically known as Veronica
spicata, and hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name
Aquamarine.

The new Veronica 1s a product of a planned breeding
program conducted by the Inventor in El Quinche,
Pichincha, Ecuador. The objective of the breeding program
1s to develop new dark blue-colored cultivars of Veronica
with good stem and foliage quality.

The new Veronica plant originated from a cross-
pollination of a proprietary selection of Veronica spicata
identified as Code 07, not patented, as the female, or seed,
parent with an unknown selection of Veronica spicata, not
patented, as the male, or pollen, parent. The new Veronica
was discovered by the Inventor 1n August, 1999 1 a con-
trolled environment in El Quinche, Pichincha, Ecaudor.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by cuttings 1n a
controlled environment 1n El Quinche, Pichincha, Ecuador
since April, 2000, has shown that the unique features of this
new Veronica are stable and reproduced true to type 1n
successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the cultivar Aquamarine have not been observed
under all possible environmental and cultural conditions.
The phenotype may vary somewhat with variations in envi-
ronment such as temperature and light intensity without,
however, any variance 1 genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the umique characteristics of ‘Aqua-
marine’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘Aquamarine’ as a new and distinct cultivar:

1. Tall, upright and uniform plant habit.
2. Vigorous growth habiat.

3. Strong stems.

4. Freely tlowering habiat.

5. Violet-colored tflowers.
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Compared to plants of the female parent selection, plants
of the new Veronica are taller, more vigorous and have
longer inflorescences.

Plants of the new Veronica can be compared to plants of
the Veronica cultivar Amethyst, disclosed m a U.S. Plant
patent application Ser. No. 10/888,914. In side-by-side com-
parisons conducted 1n El Quinche, Pichincha, Ecuador,
plants of the new Veronmica differed from plants of the
cultivar Amethyst 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Veronica were taller than plants of the
cultivar Amethyst.

2. Plants of the new Veronica had shorter inflorescences
and smaller flowers than plants of the cultivar
Amethyst.

Plants of the new Veronica can also be compared to plants
of the Veronica cultivar Verona, not patented. In side-by-side
comparisons conducted 1n El Quinche, Pichincha, Ecuador,
plants of the new Veronmica differed from plants of the
cultivar Verona 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Veronica were more vigorous than
plants of the cultivar Verona.

2. Plants of the new Veronica were taller than plants of the
cultivar Verona.

3. Plants of the new Veronica had larger leaves than plants
of the cultivar Verona.

4. Plants of the new Verornica had shorter inflorescences
than plants of the cultivar Verona.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying colored photograph illustrates the
overall appearance of the new Veronica, showing the colors
as true as 1t 1s reasonaly possible to obtain in colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photograph may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Veronica.

The photograph comprises a side perspective view of a
typical tlowering stem of* Aquamarine’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 2001 Edition,
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except where general terms of ordinary dictionary signifi-
cance are used. Plants used 1n the aforementioned photo-
oraph and for the following description were grown for
about four to six months under outdoor field conditions
which closely approximate commercial production condi-
tions during the summer in Guayllabamba, Ecuador. During
the production of the plants, day temperatures ranged from
12 to 30° C. and night temperatures ranged from 7 to 12° C.

Botanical classification: Veronica spicata cultivar Aquama-
rine.
Parentage:

Female, or seed, parent.—Proprietary selection of
Veronica spicata 1dentified as Code 07, not patented.

Male, or pollen, parent.—Unknown selection of
Veronica spicata, not patented.

Propagation:

Type.—By cuttings.

Time to initiate roots.—About 10 to 14 days at 17 to 25°
C.

Time to produce a rooted young plant.—About four to
five weeks at 17 to 25° C.

Root description.—F1ibrous, fine; freely branching;
color, 161CA.

Plant description:

Form.—Perennmial flowering plant; tall, upright and
uniform plant habit; i1nverted triangle; vigorous
orowth habit.

Plant height.—About 134 cm.

Plant diameter.—About 27.5 cm.

Flowering stem description.—(Quantity per plant:
About four flowering stems per plant develop per
year. Length: About 120 cm. Diameter: About 6 mm.
Internode length: About 5.8 cm. Strength: Strong.
Texture: Pubescent. Color: 146D.

Foliage description.—Arrangement: Opposite, simple.
Length: About 15.5 cm. Width: About 5 cm. Shape:
Lanceolate. Apex: Acute. Base: Truncate. Margin:
Serrate to biserrate. Texture, upper and lower sur-
faces: Pubescent; rugose. Venation pattern: Pinnate.
Color: Developing foliage, upper surface: 137A.
Developing foliage, lower surface: 138A. Fully
expanded foliage, upper surface: 147A. Fully
expanded foliage, lower surface: 147B. Venation,
upper and lower surfaces: 146D. Petioles: Length:
About 2 cm. Diameter: About 2 mm. Color: 146D.

Flower description:

Appearance.—Single salverform flowers; flowers
arranged on terminal racemes. Flowers face mostly
outwardly to drooping. Flowers not persistent.

Quantity of flowers.—treely lowering habait, about 303
flowers develop per raceme.
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Natural flowering season.—Plants flower year-round in
Ecuador.

Fragrance.—Sweelt.

Flower longevity.—On the plant: About three weeks.
As a cut flower: About two weeks.

Inforescence length.—About 13 cm.

Inflorescence diameter.—About 2.4 cm.

Flower diameter.—About 6 mm.

Flower depth (height)—About 1.2 cm.

Flower buds.— ength: About 6 mm. Diameter: About
2 mm. Shape: Ellipsoidal. Color: N8SA.

Corolla.—Petal lobes per flower: About four; fused at
the base. Length: About 7.5 mm. Width: About 5
mm. Shape: Salverform. Apex: Obtuse. Base: Fused.
Margin: Entire. Texture, upper and lower surface:
Smooth, glabrous. Color: When opening, upper and
lower surfaces: N88B. Fully opened, upper and
lower surfaces: N88B; color becoming closer to
N199A to N199B with development.

Calyx.—Sepal lobes per tlower: About four, fused at
base. Arrangement: Rotate. Length: About 2.5 mm.
Diameter: About 1.8 mm. Apex: Acute. Base: Fused.
Margin: Entire. Texture, upper and lower surfaces:
Pubescent. Color: When opening and fully opened,
upper surface: 138B. When opening and fully
opened, lower surface: 138B.

Peduncles.— ength: About 2.5 mm. Diameter: About
1.8 mm. Angle: About 58° from vertical. Strength:
Strong. Color: 146D.

Pedicels.— ength: About 0.9 mm. Diameter: About
0.25 mm. Angle: About 28° from vertical. Strength:
Strong. Color: N77A.

Reproductive organs.—Stamens: Quantity per flower:
Two. Anther shape: Elliptic; curved. Anther length:
About 1 mm. Anther color: N88C. Pollen amount:
Abundant. Pollen color: 12B. Pistils: Quantity per
flower: One. Style length: About 7 mm. Style color:
N&88C. Stigma shape: Roughly ovoid. Stigma color:
Darker than N88B. Ovary color: 145A.

Fruit.—Quantity per flower: One. Length: About 3 mm.
Diameter: About 2 mm. Texture: Hairy, crustaceous.

Color: N199C.
Seed.—Quantity per fruit: About 11. Length: About 1
mm. Diameter: About 0.75 mm. Color: N199D.
Disease/pest resistance: Plants of the new Veronica have not
been noted to be resistant to pathogens or pests common
to Veronica.
Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Veronica are
tolerant to temperatures from about 7 to 30° C.
It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Veronica plant named

‘Aquamarine’, as illustrated and described.
e e o e e



P

US PP15,879 P2

1 . XXX R EREREER"
o R g gy My, o TR s
% Lmtr““anaul"l”“xnnxxa:n:naaanl T
-
o W T e )
r e ﬁxuuuannnnnn
- u.-_“l allnhul ol N N
o i X E : i
" L_.__...l-:.nu... R A o R R E R RN
_-_#!iu"- r EEEEXE T K KRR X KX
¥ e
T ¥ . Ol T
- |l b
2 L) ..._mﬂ.. L I e T
L) _-__1..."- r A N
P ) l-__._-_._u-__-_ - i A i
._..-2..1_._-_ ' A e A e W x a a I
x Tk L™y P o o ot o o e e e o iy
v ¥ NN N AN A AKX |
: .._r.xxxxxxv_xan:]l“axxa:axa: Il_._LuL.f-
U - _-..l.ﬂtcl.
MmO X A R
A R A o N o R e R NN RN WA | ] v
- - ( i xl-av A mm
. IR ) 2 o e ) o A i u N
NN N e E X | ol N A N x
. ™ :aaxunﬂlalt n .".r o i
X ER XN X I S N T N
A A I R -§I""¢ A N N i N
e - x R xRN .runrnaaxrnrnxurr:ﬂxnnrnnxnnnl
.nu.l Mo I1-_ * G A N e |
lu_.-._.ﬁl- . X T o -qﬂl ¥ - - NE AN AKX KK KRR LN AR TN
- - L N T I e e e N el | [ - e I I I I R o
T S e N R L r N RN N T REENRER . A N N )
LN oS o ke kN A W R "R KX . B N e i N
L LA Rt sl s el el I e e m AEERE N - I T R
4k 4 4B EEFS R TR RREE RN ir'e ® u m B | I O T -
EM LI MW o aFRETR Al o e ) Ll ] na“ann.. x x x x m . -_nxnnannannxnnan&.naanxnn
L - RN AR N R X R & b x e R e
- a ! X T xR e [ N N i N
WA A A A xR X ' ¥ | R
- iy e A - A A A i i
A A e A A uﬂ“-\a__.xxr.r.xxv_xr.xxr.xar.axxuanaavr .-."
N ) XX Al N A N -._._..-
A gl i - N A I T
I TEEEEX nnr.Hxnxnnxuunr_nnnnnnnnnaah
ol N AR A n A A e A ol 1
- R A AN R AN B A ]
L o A W A R -y I R R N
x P T R K K B o W 2 m N o xR A A WA K A “nnnn i
o i v A R e e
N e - o, ol N XX R R
A M R A o NN [ N N KR A EER k &
Bl o e 1-T - R N R I -__..ﬂ
: AR m A | MR A E N A K N AN A A LERE YN KR ! |
ey e oy P T e r
- : i R

- ]

y HHIE LA
L IH.I L gl e
TR AT

Y

Jul. 19, 2005

X, ; . , | S ; i ] o e o XM ; ] A MM A . L A . xnxaanar.xlalaauar!u.! o .
L ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; F i o i o v A_x nunx%l e T A "2
e E wox e M N E R N N AR N AN AN
KN * > » nxx a”.unnnanxaaaannaaa
" nn x “.N__naa L
» il E WA X E X E T RE N YERTENRER
L A m P R G -.la
ir e EX A XX F A myxArE Xy
k#tti“i Ly A NI A M A a3 e e e
-#l!!-lli-lll__l..“ ) I N I i
._#...r..t.r..t......._._............“....n.....“..-._._....._ LaE] .—...tq......r.r.....-......t...__.t._.t.q - .......-.-_._._- "-._._ e luxn“ﬂ.xHxr.xnxxxrxHxann:_nannxxaxxnv.xnxxnxnxnaun
roa - LN e R d_k_rx_ir L) ....._“-. LM e e i N i i
.mi%.. B i ot RS .|-_4|.....4-_.__ ._.....l._. na::u__.aax s e x.._"nxr.ﬂaxnaxxxa!axxanaa“lx::xnxxxnx ooy
B . .rw.._._..t.. A TR EXEEN A RN R RN N N R A X e N NN L
L. ?.ir.a.rul -“ .__.-_.._.llnu"l“__.l x x o r ™ :.._t”v_”n“x”!”n”xv”ﬂannnxn xxnv.nﬂnuxnzﬂn“r. HHF.HH 1
I e L e i i e N
; o] Lt . n S i i o L
. ' = e e 1y S L R i A N X T XN
' » - ol L x ey L
B x N i o n i i il i e AN i ]
v - L - i N L MM R NN A A AT M M A A
a i 1 ] g ] - x L i e e PP P AR KN
' 1 - ' " - L i i iy A
= L . Ll w il | i i e i N N ; ;
L] .r...H 4.1.-_..__. .qu l"x"l“HH:HHHHHHHHHHHHH!HHHEHPM u..v.v.HHxaaHH”HuxLxﬂvﬂnnxnnﬂxﬂxwxﬂn”rﬂxﬂ Haanlv.
o I e e i i ol N I e i e
o RN e A B e e ol e i i e iy
" i i A e i
- e i i i
AL A N A A A KA i i i i
|l N i wad AT x.__.r.v..a_Hxxu__anxnxnaannxxnx“anl
"~ . L El O e i
e A L ] ll“l oA A
AR N X A A A i i
i A X N N, -y
AN N AR N R
LA A A I i
ol L]
P uuuxaaaunu: Ll
i U _

"
LM,
)
= ]
A X,
] K
XA X, - -
» iy K. c - . -
E_X X X N e
: r l“x“r“:”lwxu Ty Hx ..r..”nxru“l”a“n"n“
L qﬂlﬁllﬂﬂﬂ.. KE XX KX K K
F A KN ] L E A X X X R XX N
E N HERE XN R X
- A AN ] F
- F | L XX ENNERERN
IIHHIII!H M X ANXEREERSX
.ﬁ'" MoER l!ll.l'. - KA KK XK
A F A L
] 3 H | B
. L) * . L]
-_....____Tr_.... "l.___ s - x ._..l.-._.lh.l!._-_”._...ll.__. ."-.."" H.I”i.w“.._q.-_- \ .an _—
f] B
- s .‘ ‘..i ill.l.} = HIIIHH | ]

Ay
1

l"lr*'!"r‘ll_ll'l'.

B
LN L

.
) Jr:- *

L L
L]
L]

-

r

r
-.-bi-
r 1

PO

»
"
L

Nt N
.._l..-_:..-.l..__....._..__

M .-.l”.-”.-.H...H..r-
ir .._.....-_.._t..“.
- r B

U.S. Patent

a
oo
Pt
S
Al
o
e
o
T
e
"
ﬂxuxwx“xun”nuxru
A
X R
T
AR
A A P
e
S
A
2 A
e e
A A AL
o
A
o e e
A
D o o
X,
e e
o
e
T
" xx K
i
o
oK
WA N

':-:!_ru_"n-_

L e
>,

|
a2

"
n Il‘-l' F'

i
]

Ea e o ]
A
L)
= F

|
lﬂ"

HHIIIII || 4
S
e

I..ﬂ“.-l"- mnuux. 'l..nl

":.:::ﬁ"n
o
e
R




	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

