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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Hosta plant named ‘June
Fever’, characterized by its relatively compact plant habit;
oreen and light green variegated leaf color; shiny leaves; and
lavender-colored flowers that are positioned above the foli-
age on strong and erect scapes.

1 Drawing Sheet

Botanical classification/cultivar designation: Hosta tardi-
ana cultivar June Fever.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Hosta plant, botanically known as Hosta tardiana,
and hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name June Fever.

The new Hosta was discovered by the Inventor i a
controlled environment in Barneveld, The Netherlands, as a

whole plant mutation of the Hosta tardiana cultivar June,
not patented, i May, 1998.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by divisions and
by tissue-cultured microplants in a controlled environment
in Barneveld, The Netherlands since May, 2000, has shown
that the unique features of this new Hosta are stable and
reproduced true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the cultivar June Fever have not been observed
under all possible environmental and cultural conditions.
The phenotype may vary somewhat with variations in envi-
ronment such as temperature and light intensity without,
however, any variance 1 genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘June
Fever’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘June Fever” as a new and distinct Hosta cultivar:

1. Relatively compact plant habit.

2. Green and light green variegated leaf color; leaves
shiny.
3. Lavender-colored flowers that are positioned above the
foliage on strong and erect scapes.
Plants of the new Hosta are most similar to plants of the
parent, the cultivar June. In side-by-side comparisons con-
ducted 1n Barneveld, The Netherlands, plants of the new

Hosta differed from plants of the cultivar June in the
following characteristics:
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1. Plants of the new Hosta had green and light green
variegated leaves whereas plants of the cultivar June
had bluish gray-colored leaves.

2. Plants of the new Hosta had shinier leaves than plants
of the cultivar June.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Hosta, showing the colors as
frue as it 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored repro-
ductions of this type. Colors 1n the photographs may differ
slightly from the color values cited in the detailed botanical
description which more accurately describe the actual colors
of the new Hosta.

The photograph at the top of the sheet comprises a top
perspective view of a typical flowering plant of ‘June Fever’
gTOWN 1N a container.

The photograph at the bottom of the sheet 1s a close-up
view of typical tlowers of ‘June Fever’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 1995 Edition,
except where general terms of ordinary dictionary signifi-
cance are used. Plants used for the aforementioned photo-
ographs and the following description were about two years
old and grown in 25-cm containers 1 a glass-covered
ogreenhouse and under conditions which closely approximate
commerclal production conditions during the spring and
summer 1n Barneveld, The Netherlands. During the produc-
tion of the plants, day temperatures were about 20° C. and
night temperatures were about 16° C.

Botanical classification: Hosta tardiana cultivar June Fever.

Parentage: Whole plant mutation of Hosta tardiana cultivar
June, not patented.
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Propagation:

Propagation method. —By tissue culture.

Rooting time.—Tissue-cultured microplants will 1ni1-
tiate roots 1n about six weeks.

Root description.—Fleshy, thin.

Plant description:

Form.—Perennmial flowering plant; initially upright
becoming outwardly arching as leaves develop;
inverted triangle, mounded. Moderate to {freely
clumping. Vigorous growth habit.

Plant height to top of leaf plane.—About 30 cm.

Plant height to top of flowers.—About 50 cm.

Plant diameter.—About 60 cm.

Foliage description.—l eaves basal, simple, generally
symmetrical, and long-persisting.

Length: About 14 to 16 cm. Width: About 7 to 10 cm.
Shape: Cordate. Apex: Apiculate. Base: Cordate.
Margin: Enftire. Texture, upper and lower surfaces:
Glabrous; leathery; weakly rugose. Luster, upper and
lower surfaces: Dull. Venation: Pinnate, arcuate.
Petiole: Length: About 15 to 22 cm. Diameter: About
8 mm. Texture, upper and lower surface: Smooth,
glabrous. Color: Developing foliage, upper surface:
Center, between 151B and 144B; toward the
margins, irregular sectors, 146A. Developing
foliage, lower surface: Center, between 151D and
144C; towards the margins, irregular sectors, 146A.
Fully developed foliage, upper surtace: Center,
between 144A and 146B; towards the margins,
irregular sectors, 147A, and wrregular stripes, 146A.
Fully developed foliage, lower surtace: Center,
144A; towards the margins, irregular sectors, 146A.
Petiole color: Upper surface, 145B; lower surface,
145C; towards the margin, 146C.

Flower description:

Appearance.—Single campanulate flowers with fused
perianth arranged on racemes. Flowering stems arise
from leaf axils. Typically about eight flowering
stems per plant; about 15 flowers per raceme. Flow-
ers not persistent. Flowers not fragrant.

Natural flowering season.—Summer 1n The Nether-
lands; flowering recurrent during this period.

Flower longevity.—About seven days.
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Inflorescence height.—About 9 to 17 cm.

Inflorescence diameter.—About 7 to 9 cm.

Flower length.—About 4.5 cm.

Flower diameter.—About 1.5 cm.

Flower buds.—ILength: About 1.5 cm. Diameter: About
1 cm. Shape: Ovoid. Color: Close to 91D.

Perianth.—Arrangement: Three interior and three exte-
rior tepals; fused. Tepal length: About 4 cm. Tepal
width: About 8 mm. Tepal shape: Elongated; apex,
apiculate; margin, entire. Tepal texture, upper and
lower surfaces: Smooth; glabrous; satiny. Tepal
color: When opening, upper and lower surfaces: 85C
to 91D. Fully opened, upper and lower surfaces:
85D.

Floral bracts.—Arrangement: One per tlower at pedi-
cal base. Length: About 1 cm. Width: About 5 mm.
Shape: Lanceolate. Apex: Acute. Margin: Entire.
Color, upper and lower surfaces: Towards the base,
91D to 85B; towards the apex, 146D.

Pedicel —l ength: About 5 mm. Diameter: About 2
mm. Aspect: Erect to bent. Strength: Moderately
strong. Texture: Smooth, glabrous. Color: Close to
146D.

Scape.—Length: About 30 to 45 cm. Diameter: About
1 cm. Aspect: Erect. Strength: Strong. Texture:
Smooth; glabrous. Color: 146D.

Reproductive organs.—Stamens: Quantity: About five
per flower. Stamen length: About 3.5 cm. Stamen
color: 4D. Anther length: About 3 cm. Anther color:
103B. Pollen color: 13A. Pistils: Quantity: One per
flower. Style length: About 4 cm. Style color: 4D.
Stigma color: 6B.

Seed/fruit description.—Seed and fruit development
have not been observed.

Discase/pest resistance: Plants of the new Hosta have not
been noted to be resistant to pathogens and pests common
to Hosta.

Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Hosfta have been
observed to tolerate temperatures from -30 to 50° C.

It 1s claimed:
1. Anew and distinct cultivar of Hosta plant named ‘June

Fever’, as 1llustrated and described.
xR % o xR %
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