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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct early flowering Begonia plant with dark
red colored tlowers.

1 Drawing Sheet

Botanical classification: Begonia elatior:
Varietal denomination: ‘BBVERONICA'’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention comprises a new and distinct cul-
tivar of Begonia plant known by the varietal name
‘BBVeronica’. The new variety was discovered in 1999 1n a
selected breeding program i1n Aalsmeer, Netherlands. The
new variety is a color mutation of ‘Line’ (unpatented
parent). The new variety has a shape and vigor similar to its
parent, but differs in flower color and rate of opening from
its parent. The new variety was first asexually reproduced 1n
1999 by cuttings 1n Aalsmeer, Netherlands. The new variety
has been trial and field tested at Aalsmeer and has been
found to retain 1ts distinctive characteristics and remain true
to type through successive propagations.

The following traits distinguish ‘BBVeronica® as a new
and distinct cultivar:

1. The 1
2. The £

ower color 1s dark red.

ower exhibits better opening.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying photographic drawing illustrates the
new variety, with the color being as nearly true as 1s possible
with color 1llustrations of this type.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT

The following detailed description sets forth characteris-
tics of the new cultivar. The data which defines these
characteristics were collected by asexual reproductions by
cuttings carried out 1n Aalsmeer, Netherlands. The plants
were cultivated 1in a greenhouse having an average tempera-
ture of 20° C. Plants for the description were 12 weeks old
and 1n 13 cm containers. The color readings were taken 1n a
shaded greenhouse under natural light 1n the summer. Color
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references are primarily to The 2001 R.H.S. Colour Chart of
The Royal Horticultural Society of London.

PLANT

Form: Upright; compact.
Height:
Media surface to top of leaves.—18 cm.
Media surface to top of flowers.—22 cm.
Width: 25 cm.
Lateral branches:

Number—4-5.
Color—145A.
Length.—15 cm.
Diameter.—1.3 cm.
lexture.—Smooth.
Internode length.—1-3 cm.
Foliage:
Arrangement.—Alternate.
Quantity.—06 per lateral branch.
Length.—9 cm.
Width.—S cm.
Shape.—Asymmetrical ovate.
Apex.—Acuminate.
Base.—Oblique.
Margin.—Crenate.

lexture.—Smooth-velvety.

Color—Upper surface: 139A. Lower surface: 137C.
Anthocyanin: 54B.

Petiole.—Di1ameter: 4 mm. Color: 145A.

Stipule.—Quantity: 2 per leaf, 1 cm. Shape: Asym-
metrical; pointed. Apex: Acute. Base: Straight. Mar-
om: Enfire. Color: Upper surface: 139B. Lower
surface: 139C.

Venation.—Upper surface: 139B. Lower surface: 139C.
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FLOWER Peduncles:
Angle.—30-45° from vertical.
Strength.—Strong.
Length.—5—6 cm.
Diameter.—0.5 cm.
Color.—30C.

Pedicels:

Angle.—30-45° from vertical.

Natural flowering season: Year round; continuous.
Flowering longevity on the plant: 4 weeks.
Flowers:
Arrangement.—Compound; not aborted.
Cyme diameter.—/-8 cm.
Number of flowers per cyme.—5—6.
Aspect.—Flat to cupped.

Shape.—Oval; round. Strength.—Strong.
Diameter—5 cm. Length.—2-3 cm.
Height.—1 cm. Diameter.—0.2 cm.
Fragrance.—None. Color.—30C.
Number of flowers per plant.—30. Bracts:

Bud: Arrangement.—Opposite.
Shape.—Oval. Shape.—Broadly cordate.
Diameter.—2 cm. Apex.—Acute.

Length.—1.5 cm. Margin.—Entire.
Color—44A. Length.—1.2 cm.
Rate of flower opening.—3—4 days. Width.—1.5 cm.

Petals: Color.—Upper surface: 41A. Lower surface: 41A.
Arrangement.—Double. Reproductive organs: None.
Shape.—Rounded; obovate. Disease resistance: Resistant to mildew.
Apex.—Rounded. Seed production: None.
Base.—Cordate.

Margin.—Entire. I claim:

Quantity.—10-18 per flower.
Size.—L ength: 3 cm. Width: 4 cm.
lexture.—Smooth.

Color—Upper surface: 42A. Lower surface: 42B. S T I

1. A new and distinct variety of Begonia plant substan-
tially as shown and described.
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