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(57) ABSTRACT

Anew and distinct cultivar of Salvia plant named ‘Rhapsody
in Blue’, characterized by 1ts upright and relatively compact
plant habit; very freely basal branching habit; dense and
bushy plant form; freely flowering habit; and blue violet-
colored flowers.
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Botanical classification/cultivar
hybrida cultivar Rhapsody in Blue.

designation: Salvia

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Salvia plant, botanically known as Salvia hybrida, and
hereinafter referred to by the name ‘Rhapsody in Blue’.

The new Salvia 1s a product of a planned breeding
program conducted by the Inventor in Hummelo, The Neth-
erlands. The objective of the breeding program was to create
new compact Salvia cultivars with numerous flowers with
attractive coloration.

The new Salvia originated from a self-pollination made
by the Inventor during the summer of 1999 of the Salvia
hybrida cultivar Amathyst, not patented. The new Salvia was
discovered and selected by the Inventor during the spring of
2000 as a single flowering plant within the progeny of the
stated self-pollination grown 1n a controlled environment in
Hummelo, The Netherlands.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by cuttings and
divisions taken at Hummelo, The Netherlands, since the
summer of 2000, has shown that the unique features of this
new Salvia are stable and reproduced true to type in suc-
cessive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the cultivar Rhapsody 1in Blue have not been
observed under all possible environmental conditions. The
phenotype may vary somewhat with variations 1n environ-
ment such as temperature and light intensity without,
however, any variance 1 genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Rhapsody
in Blue’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘Rhapsody 1 Blue’ as a new and distinct Salvia cultivar:

1. Upright and relatively compact plant habiat.

2. Very freely basal branching, dense and bushy plant
form.

3. Freely flowering habit.
4. Blue violet-colored flowers.
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Plants of the new Salvia are more compact than plants of
the cultivar Amathyst.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying colored photograph illustrates the
overall appearance of the new cultivar, showing the colors as
true as it 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored repro-
ductions of this type. Colors in the photograph may differ
slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed botanical
description which accurately describe the actual colors of
the new Salvia. The photograph comprises a side perspective
view of a typical flowering plant of ‘Rhapsody in Blue’
grown 1n a outdoor nursery.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

Plants shown 1n the aforementioned photograph and used
in the following description were grown under conditions
which closely approximate commercial production condi-
tions during the late spring 1n an outdoor nursery In
Lisserbroek, The Netherlands. During the production of the
plants, day temperatures ranged from 14 to 25° C. and night
temperatures ranged from 4 to 16° C. Plants in the photo-
oraph and used for the description were about one year old
when the photograph and description were taken. In the
following description, color references are made to The
Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 2001 Edition,
except where general terms of ordinary dictionary signifi-
cance are used.

Botanical classification: Salvia hybrida cultivar Rhapsody in
Blue.
Parentage: Self-pollination of the Salvia hybrida cultivar
Amathyst, not patented.
Propagation:
Type.—By cuttings.
Time to produce a rooted young plant.—About 60 days
at 16 to 22° C.
Root description.—Thick.
Plant description:
Form.—Perennial. Upright and relatively compact
plant habait; broad inverted triangle. Very freely basal
branching with about 37 flowering stems per plant;
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dense and bushy plant habit; moderately vigorous
orowth habit. Numerous tlowers arranged 1n verti-

cillasters on crowded spikes.
Plant height.—About 62 cm.

Plant width.—About 62 cm.

Flowering stem description.—Length: About 52 cm.
Diameter: About 5 mm. Internode length: About 12
cm. Strength: Strong. Texture: Densely pubescence.
Color: 143A.

Foliage description.—Arrangement: Opposite, simple.
Length: About 12.5 cm. Width: About 5.6 cm. Shape:
Ovate, elongated. Apex: Acute. Base: Cordate. Mar-
oin: Crenate. Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Fine
pubescence; rugose. Venation pattern: Pinnate. Fra-
ogrance: When rubbed, sage-like. Color: Developing,
and fully expanded foliage, upper surface: 137A.
Developing and fully expanded foliage, lower sur-
face: 137B. Venation, upper surface: 144B to 144C.
Venation, lower surface: 144B. Petiole length: About

3.8 cm. Petiole diameter: About 3 mm. Petiole color:
144B.

Flower description:

Flower arrangement and shape.—Single labiate flow-
ers 1n verticillasters on spikes; flowers face out-
wardly. Freely flowering, flowers in whorls of six;
about 78 flowers per spike.

Natural flowering season.—Continuous from mid-May
into July i The Netherlands.

Flower longevity on the plant.—Individual flowers last
about five days on the plant. Flowers not persistent.

Flower buds.—Length: About 9 mm. Diameter: About
5 mm. Shape: Ovoid. Color: 93A.

Inflorescence size.—lLength: About 18 cm. Diameter:

About 4.4 cm.
Flowers.—Diameter: About 1.6 cm by 7 mm. Depth

4

petal: When opening and fully opened, upper sur-
face: 93C. When opening and fully opened, lower
surface: 93A. Lower petal: When opening and fully
opened, upper surface: 93B with central spot, 86A.
When opening and fully opened, lower surface: 93B
with central spot, 86A.

Sepals.—Arrangement: Five sepals fused into a tube.
Length: About 9 mm. Width: About 2 mm. Shape:
Elliptic. Apex: Acute. Margin: Entire. Texture, upper
and lower surfaces: Pubescent. Color: When
opening, upper surface: 146A. When opening, lower
surface: 187A. Fully opened, upper surface: 143C
with longitudinal stripes, 143A. Fully opened, lower
surface: 138A.

Flower bracts.—Quantity per verticillaster: Two.
Length: About 1.3 cm. Width: About 7 mm. Shape:
Deltoid. Apex: Apiculate. Texture, upper and lower
surfaces: Pubescent. Color, upper and lower sur-
faces: 144A to 144B.

Peduncles.—Strength: Strong. Length: About 62 cm.
Diameter: About 2.5 cm. Aspect: Mostly upright.
Color: 143A; towards the apex, N187A.

Pedicels.—Strength: Strong. Length: About 2 mm.
Diameter: About 0.5 mm. Aspect: About 45° from
vertical. Color: 138A.

Reproductive organs.—Stamens: Quantity per flower:
Two. Anther shape: Narrowly elliptic. Anther length:
About 2 mm. Anther color: 183A. Filament length:
About 1.3 cm. Filament color: N88D. Pollen
amount: None observed. Pistils: Quantity per flower:
One. Pistil length: About 2.2 cm. Stigma shape:
Two-parted, cleft. Stigma color: 93A. Style length:
About 2 cm. Style color: 92D. Ovary color: N144A.

Seed/fruit.—Seed and fruit production has not been
observed.

(height): About 2.4 cm. Disease/pest resistance: Plants of the new Salvia have not
Petals.—Arrangement: Labiate; one upper lip and one been noted to be resistant to pathogens and pests common

lower lip with three lobes; lips fused at the base. to Salvia.

Length: Upper petal: About 1.9 cm. Lower petal: Weather tolerance: Plants of the new Salvia have exhibited

About 1.7 cm. Width: Upper petal: About 1 mm. good tolerance to rain and wind and have been observed

Lower petal: About 7 mm. Shape: Upper petal: to tolerate temperatures from -25 to 35° C.

Broadly elliptic. Lower petal: Spatulate. Apex: It 1s claimed:

Upper petal: Emarginate. Lower petal: Rounded. 1. A new and distinct cultivar of Salvia plant named

Margin, upper and lower petals: Entire. Texture, ‘Rhapsody 1 Blue’, as 1llustrated and described.

upper and lower petals: Pubescent. Color: Upper S T T



U.S. Patent

:J-:Jr' i:l :l-: x*:-e.;

e "-'h-:
e

x: :‘qnn:_:.-:x.
o

b i ¥
A i

L]

x

o
-l"lll -,

.
i
-

L
i-’r

A
L 3
]

I

e T

"

v i

e

I I
-
ax
kot
-
'
-+ +
ety

-
1

et
L]

r-*

e
.
R
LNCE |
-
T
Lo
"i-.\.

x
L

L]
&
I - ¥+,

-
L L]
'.'b T,
i'.l‘-il L LN ar
) LR IC TR R
'-"lr*JT.-'j- N i;-ﬂb

.
L]

-
&

‘_:u"';"l".-:‘ "q

L3
e

G R R
AR N g "

o

[ '!_Il

-
-

a2
Ve
ol

- Ry
T e
g r )
4 ™ :-"'{-!-
.IIZ: -' .-'.
a -
"

m

)
LY
P N - S
- L]

"y
L}

&

'r"-'!qlir-ll

, -h.i' -

gt
[ |

> § x

r

'
) L] L] " 4 e .
", b [ M, r . o . LIS NN [ e m gl ]
L S i -. . . . . . - L] Ly T
" - ¥ 3 T L] w ] . T '
.y W & 3 i RN 3 X
. LY . ] L L L= L i L i L L LS L - L -~
' i -n’q-*a- gl - T PR ] 2 L] L " S X X . it A
v o [ AL ! . . N 10 : . . A o
L . X I L, 7 o= g A ] ’ " y " m L] L] u , ., [ ] E ‘
; L ] w1 X
o - L o] | L] L] . y [ ' L] LI |
- - L] L] ' L] L] L] L] L] [ ]
; |
p_| a,

L]
i-'.
L) -h*-h |_J
;o

N, X
o W R
. . "
o R

X A
e

o ey ety L
"a e e - A ol 1.- r

) :::“H_-:' M;n T .::‘::-' _Ji:
e g MU e M e e SR T
A "l}_.'l;:!:::::i: | N ::-:___.-in:ik:u:;'lF:H_Z ""!f-.:
e #’1 .r:lll_u:l;ﬂ_':iﬁ_ - I=v| .-::;': :x_rlexx'!' _‘:ﬂ “p

g, U e T s S T T

> o e _a':._‘:::-:!_a: _‘x‘!f!__:.- n ‘l'"'l' "‘M’F o i

Al A M ]

ER N L -'ﬁ ]
L
L

K

e

M
Ly

e W
T " q:q::i":'-!::l!_'_
.
A o

;. i e e ':::.h’::hu-l N l"l‘rxu':;'l 'I:H X e !

™ Pl o P a.a’l il
=

b, i i e i )y ll i , ! N M ”. . FH_.!I M b o u M
b N e e B B T T

G o A I 'F{:a}:' .

Sep. 14, 2004

-h!:t r:i‘u‘_.-._ ‘:.l!ﬂ g
.hrl;l' 1!”1!-!.'
e
!

-y - "l
[ ]

L] -t
LI | L ] | ]
i o ) )
et "'T"::'::I:: 2y

B '
4
e R e
Kl oy T l_h:ll-_f T
1 T8
| -

i I_.i::.i:'I )
n iy

e

A o 2%n,

x

AN
o M

US PP15,148 P2

i,
] L
"l:':l‘lI.IZ L |

i
WK



	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

