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(57) ABSTRACT

A new plant variety of Aucuba japonica characterized by its
white new growth 1n spring, gradually changing to cream
and eventually green late 1n the growing season.
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Classification: The present invention relates to a new
Aucuba japonica Thunb.
Variety denomination: The varietal denomination of the

new variety 1s ‘Natsu-No-Kumo’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct variety
of Aucuba japonica Thunb. plant, which was discovered as
a naturally occurring, whole-plant variant 1n a cultivated
planting of unnamed, unpatented Aucuba japonica 1in
Mizunami City, Gifu Prefecture, Japan.

The genus Aucuba 1s mcluded m the family Cornaceac
(alternately Aucubaceae), which comprises about 10 genera
and 90 species of widely distributed trees and shrubs, native
mostly to the temperate regions of North America and Asia.
Aucuba comprises 3 to 7 species of dioecious, evergreen
shrubs, native to temperate arcas from the Himalayas to
Japan, many of which possess desirable ornamental charac-
teristics.

Aucuba japonica 1s an evergreen shrub with many orna-
mental attributes. It generally has green foliage or cultivars
with varying degrees of spotted or mottled variegation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The new variety was discovered as a seedling 1 a
cultivated planting of Aucuba japonica and differs from its
parent by 1ts white new growth 1n spring, gradually changing,
to cream and eventually green by late 1n the growing season.
Asexual reproduction of the new variety by cuttings, per-
formed 1n Mizunami City, Japan, York Haven, Pa. and
Vacaville, Calif., have confirmed that the distinctive char-
acteristics of the new variety are stable and transmitted to
succeeding generations, and the new variety reproduces true
to type.

COMPARISON WITH PARENTS

‘Natsu-No-Kumo’ i1s distinguished from its parents and all
other varieties of Aucuba japonica of which I am aware by
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its white new growth 1n spring, gradually changing to cream
and eventually green late 1n the growing season.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATION

The accompanying illustration shows a specimen of the
new cultivar in a photo 1illustration as true to color as is
reasonably possible to make i1n an 1llustration of this char-
acter.

FIG. 1 1llustrates the distinctive new white foliage of
‘Natsu-No-Kumo”.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW
VARIETY

‘Natsu-No-Kumo’ has not been observed under all pos-
sible environmental, cultural and light conditions. The fol-
lowing observations and descriptions are of plants grown 1n
Lewisberry, Pa. In this description, color references are to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart (1995) and
terminology used 1n the color descriptions herein refers to
plate numbers 1n this color chart. Phenotypic expression
may vary with light intensity, cultural and environmental
conditions.

Classification:
Botanical —Aucuba japonica. Thunb. ‘Natsu-No-
Kumo’.
Parentage.—Whole-plant variant in a cultivated plant-
ing of unnamed, unpatented Aucuba japonica.
Propagation.—Cuttings.
Plant:
Size.—About 2 m. tall.
Habit.—Upright shrub.
Branching.—Freely branching. Typical # Branches:
About 15 to 20 on mature specimen. Size: To about
1 m. Diameter: Approximately 1 cm. Color: Near
Yellow-Green Group 147B. Color of New shoots:
Near Yellow-Green Group 157B.
Leat:
Shape.—Elliptic to narrow — ovate.
Apex.—Acuminate to cuspidate.
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Base.—(Cuneate.

Leaf size—About 18 cm long and 6 cm wide.
Arrangement.—Opposite.

Margin—Serrated.

lexture/substance.—(Coriaceous, glossy.

Color—The following color readings are of 4 year-old

specimens 1n 5 gallon nursery containers grown 1in
Lewisberry, Pa. Young Foliage Upper side: Near
White Group 155A. Underside: Near White Group
155A. Mature Foliage Upper side: Near 147A.
Underside: Near Group 147B.

Venation.—Pattern: Alternately pinnate. Coloration
New Foliage Upper surface: Near 155A. Under

4

surface: Near 155A. Mature Foliage Upper surface:
Near 147D. Under surface: Near 144B.

Petioles.—S1ze: About 8 mm. Color: Near 147B. Inter-
nodes: About 5 cm.

Hardiness.—USDA Zone 7 (0° F. to 10° F.).

Vigor—Fast growing.

Pests/diseases.—None noted.

Infloresence.—None yet observed

Reproductive organs.—None yet observed.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of Aucuba japonica of the
variety substantially as shown and described.
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