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(57) ABSTRACT

A distinct cultivar of Yucca plant named ‘Monca’, charac-
terized by 1ts compact, upright and outwardly arching
orowth habit; long narrow sword-like leaves; and dark and
light green variegated leaves.

1 Drawing Sheet

Botanical classification/cultivar designation: Yucca recur-
vifolia cultivar Monca.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Yucca plant, botanically known as Yiucca recurvifolia, and
hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name Monca.

The new cultivar was discovered by the Inventor i a
controlled environment in Azusa, Calif. as a naturally-
occurring whole plant mutation of an unidentified selection
of Yucca recurvifolia, not patented. The new Yucca was
observed as a single plant in a group of plants of the
unidentified selection of Yucca recurvifolia on Oct. 13, 1999.
The selection of this plant was selected on 1ts unique leat
variegation pattern.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar by tissue culture
propagation at Azusa, Calif. since Oct. 13, 1999, has shown
that the unique features of this new Yucca plant are stable
and reproduced true to type 1n successive generations of
asexual propagation.

The new Yucca has not been observed under all possible
environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary some-
what with variations 1n environment such as temperature and
light intensity, without, however, any variance in genotype.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Monca’.
These characteristics in combination distinguish ‘Monca’ as
a new and distinct cultivar:

1. Compact, upright and outwardly arching growth habit.

2. Long narrow sword-like leaves.

3. Dark and light green variegated leaves.

Plants of the new Yucca differ from plants of the parent
selection 1n the following characteristics:

2

1. Plants of the new Yucca are more compact than plants
of the parent selection.

2. Leaves of plants of the new Yucca are shorter, narrower
and more recurved than leaves of plants of the parent
5 selection.

3. Leaves of plants of the new Yucca are variegated
whereas leaves of plants of the parent selection are not
variegated.

The new Yucca can be compared to plants of the Yucca

10 filamentosa cultivar Golden Sword, not patented. However
in side-by-side comparisons conducted in Azusa, Calif.,
plants of the new Yucca differed from plants of the cultivar
Golden Sword 1n the following characteristics:

1. Leaves of plants of the new Yucca were broader than

15
leaves of plants of the cultivar Golden Sword.

2. Variegation pattern of leaves of plants of the new Yucca
was less distinct than variegation pattern of leaves of
plants of the cultivar Golden Sword.

20 3. Plants of the new Yucca were not as cold temperature

tolerant as plants of the cultivar Golden Sword.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying colored photograph illustrates the
overall appearance of the new cultivar, showing the colors as
frue as it 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored repro-
ductions of this type. Colors in the photograph may differ
slightly from the color values cited in the detailed botanical
description which accurately describe the actual colors of
the new Yucca. The photograph comprises a side perspective
view of a typical potted plant of ‘Monca’.

25
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DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

5 : :
’ The aforementioned photographs and following observa-

fions and measurements describe plants grown 1n Azusa,
Calif. 1n an outdoor nursery with day temperatures ranging,
from 22 to 35° C. and night temperatures ranging from 9 to
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16° C. Plants used for the photograph and the description
were about 3.5 years old and were grown in 7-gallon
containers. In the description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 1995 Edition,
except where general terms of ordinary dictionary signifi-
cance are used.

Botanical classification: Yucca recurvifolia cultivar Monca.
Parentage: Naturally-occurring whole plant mutation of an
unidentified selection of Yucca recurvifolia, not patented.
Propagation:
Method. —By tissue culture.
Time to nitiate roots on a micro propagated cutting.—
About 21 days at 21° C.
Time to produce a rooted micro propagated plant.—
About 210 days at 18° C.
Root description.—¥1ine, tleshy, and fibrous.
Plant description:
Plant shape.—Compact, upright and outwardly arch-
ing; leaves recurved.
Plant height.—About 60 cm from soil level to top of
leaf plane.
Plant diameter or spread.—About 69 cm.
Growth rate.—Relatively slow.
Stem description.—Diameter, at base: About 4.5 cm.
Internode length: About 1 cm. Aspect: Upright.

Strength: Strong. Texture: Woody; smooth, glabrous.
Color: More gray than 177B.

4

Foliage description.—Arrangement: In spiral whorls,
rosctte; simple. Leaves sessile and clasping. Orien-
tation: Initially upright, then recurved. Shape:
Linear, sword-like. Apex: Acuminate with short
spines at tips; spines about 5 to 7 mm 1n length.
Margin: Entire. Base: Attenuate. Texture: Upper sur-
face: Smooth, glabrous. Lower surface: Coarse, gla-
brous. Venation pattern: Parallel. Length: About 37
cm. Width: About 2.8 cm. Color: Longitudinally
variegated. Young leaves, upper surface: 144B to
144C. Young leaves, lower surface: 146D. Fully
expanded leaves, upper surface: Margins and longi-
tudinal stripes, 147A to 147B; centers, more gray
than 153A; centers with development, closer to
153C. Fully expanded leaves, lower surface: 153A.
Venation, upper and lower surfaces: 153A.

Flower description: Flowers have not been observed on
plants of the new Yucca.

Disease/pest resistance: Under commercial conditions,
resistance to pathogens and pests common to Yuccas has
not been observed.

Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Yucca have been
observed to tolerate temperatures from -17 to 49° C,

It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Yucca plant named
‘Monca’ as 1llustrated and described.
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